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NOTICE The raspancibis Jeaders have INTERNATIONAL INAUGURATION
e shown a preaiseworihy desite g B

Onr Difce will be claged on Friday,
August 15, oo account of INDE-
PENDENCE DAY,  Conpequenily,
thert will be no issar of THE HINDU
beacing: the date Satprday, Augnst
1§, 1547

MANAGER,
“The Mindu™.
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WEATHER IN SOUTH INDIA
MADRAS Anug. .

Reglonal dally weather teport for Mad-
rag Bresidency, I‘Td\floﬂl And Tan Staten:

Rainfall was widespread in Soulh Herala
Fairly widespread tnundei-shuiwess  coonur-
red in Morth Kerala, Suulh Kanare, Mysure
wnd Tarilned, while iolated showers have
aorutred 1 Anchradesa,

The chlef amgubls of rainiall arer Tachln
45" and Alleppey 12 .

FToreeatl  velid untll 4he  eveping &l
August 15 Widespread ¥ain wil gontlnue
alnng and  heat e West Congl Faildy
\“despmad 1hgtader-sheerers Wil alse ac-
-gur in Mygure ang Taminad with soleted
shuwes @ {9 rest of the peglon.

bMopecan  TAIniall forecast  far Adguni-
Ie?temi}e‘r 197, Fovecnsting factors ind-
ruie that ihete 1k a 4 g 1 chasee thel
mehFooE Tainfall during Augost and Heps
temaber W7 %l be abeve 55 oper eent of
the aversfe In the pebibsula comprising
Tujatal, Ball, Dombaoy Decegt, Cetibral
Provivees, Hydelabad and ghove 112 pes
tont of aversew in North-West India com-
%‘r.hinz Uktted Froviness, Punjab, Northe

st Frontier Prawiness and Hajpuelana.

Lecal fomecast: Mainly famir,

Weather news for faréiers: Light showers
| oTreny.

Outlauk for the nerd thres daya: Thun-
dersthnwers will eaniinue En the castern
Balf af the regicn.

METTUR WATER LEVEL
.0 feet oo Augeat 13

FRIDAY, AUGUST 15, 1947,

A RED-LETTER DAY
e —r—

BY the grace of Providence India
enlets fhe comily of free nations
to-day, an equal among equals. It
Is an epcasion for rejoicing not only
for her peegla but for all who
value homan freedom as an end
in itzelf. So long == this  country
with her hoary civilisation end
many-sided culture. her wealth of
respurces and matehless  opulence
of spirit remained in political bon-
dage, that very fact constituled an
Implicit denial of those welues to
which the deminaot netions of the
West were wont to pay lip service.
That India has at long last achieved
ber independence by agresment
with Great Britain i=s m fact for
which the sagacity and statesnen-
ship ot Britaln is entitled to the ful-
lest credit. Other imperizl Powers
are bound to follow in her footsteps
scotier or later: for the heart has
gooe out of Imperizglism. The har-
Towing eXperience of i{wo wars
within a =ingle generation is to a
large extent responsicle for this
awakening among  the ruliog
Powers, But the way in which
the people of India have ron-
ducted thelr struggle for eman-

cipation h&s not been  without
itz influeace in pringing about
4 change in the world autlook.

The outstanding mearvel of this
century s the fmith inspired in
millions of people that truth may
prevail, unbacked though it be by
the big haltalions, that you may
win over your adversary by put-
ting him on his honour, Telying an
his good faith and appesling to his
reason. By imbuing hiz countiymen
with this faith and sustaining it
through the long night-of darkmess
and despair Mahaima Gandhi has
not only wonh tor himself a secure
place in our affections; he hax plac-
ed all humanity i his debt. To him
and  to the countless men and
women who sacrificed  themnselvos
cheerfully that others might Yive to
breathe the ampler air of freedom,
wur hearts tumn to-day jn reverenl
homage.

We have achievad freedom; Fut at
what cost! A country and a pesple
that by every test ave.a unity have
been, arbitrarily divided. And the
wound will take long to heal; for,
a3 Mr. Nehru has sadly remarked,
“division bas taken place in the
hearts of the people of India". But
it iz idle to brood over what has
happened and foclish to get angry
and cast abont for seapegoats, Many
think that there iz bound #a be a
reunion when there has boen time
encigh for people to reflect conlly
an the disastrous eohsequences of
this unnatural partition. That is &s
it may be. But those who sre per-
priually harping on it, whether from
Felfluine distress er in g fractious
spirit, will not be hastening that
consummation. 4 can only act as
an irritant. The tempiation for the
protaponists of a united India and
of Pakistzn to talk at earh other
from a distance should be sst aside.
And bgﬂl gides should concentrate
on the thoussnd end one practies!
imsks that will have io be tackled
in g spirit of mutual accommaondation
if e iz not to be unneccssarily
herd for large massex of men.

=

conciligte 1he minorities and to
reassure  ithem. But &0 long as
LTahore, Calentta, and other big
citieg remmain in the grip of madmen
drunk with Weed and  1he civil
power stapds heipless in the face
of grpanized myurder and loot, it
ir idle to expect the minority com-
munities 1¢ be =stisfied with verbal
agsirances howcwver ample. From
io~day the rvesponsibility for end-
ing this disgraeefu! state of affairs
i1z sotely ours, Melther the Govern-
ment of Indiz nor that of Pakistan
must gverloek the Iact thet cur
rew-won freedom is itrelf gravely
menaced by this chronie lawiess-
nesy, Every effort should, of course,
be mada 1a rally the vast majorily

of peaceable ciiizens in suppert of
law and ovder. But the long arm of
the law should be not less ready 1o
collar and swift to punish ithe malié
foctora however deeply they might
Le entrenched.

We have won freedom. And the
first thing our people must learn is
that it i3 no pienie. They will have
tg girg theiwr loins pnd work as
ihey have newer worked before
Any number of paper plans will
net usher in the millennivm it we
go un intermingbly arguing  thefr
rolalive wmerite,. The consensus of
instructed opinion in the country
is that our urgent need is to iD-
crease production. Dr. John Matthal
in stressing the oiher day the fagt
that the redressing of the present
grosg ineguality in distribulion is
np less epxential, waeg no  douht
applying a heslthy corrective. Bat,
while admitting  this, we would
point out that there iz some risk
in envigaging the pursuit of econg-
mic egquality in terms of 2 struggle.
Or, Matthai argued that like all
national movements  for frecdom
ours ton, has had {0 lean heavily on
vested interests and the latler have
taleen the fullest advantage of this;
and that g datarmined sffort ghould
now be wmade to shake off this
strangle-hold  and this could be
dane, and the enmergr released by
the achievement of Ireedom ¢mild
be best utilised by  pastinp
vesfed  lnterests  for  the  role
of snemy as we cest British
Imperialism for thel role  Lil]
the other day. Dr. Matthal was
wé are sure, merdly using pictures-
que language to  emphasise hix
point. But there is a danger in 2lm-
plifying these things, expecially with
& pedpls wht are #iill novices in the
art of political democracy. We have
to deal, not with lifeless things {hat
stay put, but with a dynamie mitu-
stion which changes under our
very eyes. Those who led the
fight for freedom yesterdsy may
themselvez come iv be regarded as
vested interests by their self-styled
suceessors of {o~-day who clalm to
lead the rtruggle for economic
equality. In fact, tha epidemic of
atrikez that has broken cut in many
key-mndustries and that ix fyrther
itnpoverishing an  economy  that
is glready dangerously on the verge
of collapae, iz often  sought to be
justified on  the ground that the
kourgenis  leaders are  In league
with the capitalists. If these ideclo-
gical recriminations are given their
bead, we must bid farewell to 21l
hepes of & united drive for maxi-
miring production #nd {for opening
up new ghd froitful fields of econa-
mic activity.

Having pinned our faith to the
method of peaceful persussion in
our siruggle for emancipation it
would il become us to look upon
the coercive esercise of the State
power as the ingvitable ingtrument
for building up = strong and well-
knit nation. Ameng us, gz in other
parts of the world, there are hound
to be wide differences of opinion Bs
to the objectives of State policy.
A1l rational men aim at the good
life as the goal of the State:; but.
though therg j3 gencral pgreement
its regard to the material conditions
which the tovm  implies, there are
considerable differences of opinion
over the spiritual walues which are
g less essential to the pood life,
such jmnponderables, among others.
az freedom of thought itself, Far
from reparding it as necessary in
the interests of the public welfare
to steam-roller opindan at the behest
of & dominant elique, our age-lomg
tradifion. to which totalitarian
tyranny iz profoundly repugnant,
has a'ways favpured the sllowing
of the maximum liberty 16 people
tc live their rwn lives without de-
rying others their due. 1§ we are
ter be true to our own best itmpulses
we ghould  depend  on educalion
rather than legislation, on the cata-
Ivtic action of ecreative theught and
not on mass egitation and etude
propaganda, to bring aboat those
changes which may be pecessary
ta eliminate poverty., wretchedness
and strife and to enable every citi-
zen of free Indla to attain ta full-
ness aof life and that inner freedom

which the Yedic goers termed

Swanraajipd,

INDIAN AUXILIARY FORCES
DISBANDED

WEW DELUI Ang, W
The Grvarpmrct of Tndie. it 15 learns
heve igszued nrdecs dishanding all ynits
of the Indian Auxillary Forees from

Augut 14,

FREE INDIA IS BORN

UNION CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY,
ASSUMES POWER

MEMBERS TAKE PLEDGE OF
SERVICE TO COUNTRY

"RAJEN BABU’S ASSURANCE

TO MINORITIES

The new Dominion of India was bemn on the stroke of mid-night on Thutsday when the
Constituen! Asscmbly, at its hislerle soxsion, sssumed power for the gevernance of the country
and signifted its approval of the choice of Lord Louis Mountballen as the first Governer-General

of the Dominlon.

Earlier, addressing a hushed House, Dr. Bajendra Prasad, President, pald a trihote to the
memory of thase who had macrificed themselves for the attainment of independence, “Let us also
pay our tribuie of leve and reverence to Mohatma Gapdhi who has been our heacon-light, auy
guide and philesopher during the last 39 years of morte,” Dr. Rajendra Prasad added.

Dr. Rajendra Prasad assured the minorities in 1ndis that they would receive fait and just
- treatment. “They will enjoy all the rights end privileges of citizenship,” he said, “and will e
" expected, in their (urn, to rengder loyalty to the country in which they live and to its constiti-

tion.”

"“Ye are embarking on @ greal task snd we shall do our best {o serve it,” Dr. Rajendra

Peasad cancluded,

Moving a resolution that members of the Assembly do dedicate themsefves to the servies of
India and her people, Pandit Jawahprlal Nehru, in an inspiring address, declared: “The service
of India means the service of the millions thel suffer. The ambition of the greatest man of our
generation has becn €0 wipe every tear from cvery eye. Thal may be beyond us. But so long as
there are tears and suffering, so long our work will not be over”

The resolution was passed mpanimously and members took the pledge =t the stroke of
twelve. Afler aecepling the National Flag presented by Mrs. Hansa M_(’:htﬂ an behall of the
women of India, the Assembly adjourned to mect again on Friday morning.

MEMBERS TAKE 0ATH
NEW DELHI, August 15.

The Congtriuent Asszemlly held an
hour-abd-quarter sessicn Jast night an
which it pazked Pandit Nehiru's costiu-
tlen prescribipg he oath, Al the
members toog the opth as prescribed
in the resojutivn  after which Dr
Rajendra Prasad and Pendit Nehry
Ieft Jur {be Government Hiuse,

Ower 50,008 people loudby  cheered
Pandit Jawonarlal MNelow  as,  almg
with D1 Rajendra Prasad, he tefy the
Courcil Hall for the Government
Honse,

Az the clack chimed 12, conches
Blew and thundercus applavze and
cries of “Alahatma Gaudhi-ki-Jai’
grecied the birth of frecdom. Many
members In the Hougse were wisibly
Toved.

Fandit Nehrus resolution, which
wat geconded by Chaudlwl Khaliguz-
zaman, Leader of the Muslim Leagoe
Pariy, and supported by Dr. 5 Radha-
krishman, was carried unanimously
amid great acclamation,

ASSURANCE TO MINORITIES

An aseurance to the minotities in Tndia
that they would repeive falr and just
treatment snd that there weald be oo
dlacriminetivn in any form sgeinst them,
was given by ine Prosident of the Can-
stitient Aszembly, Dro Relewdra Prasad,
addreszing the histaric aession of the

Holee to-clght on the sssmption of
PO
Dr, Rajendra  Prazad, addressing &

huzhed howse, expressad gratcful thehks
1o the Alnighty and recalled in grakeful
remetbrance the services of all thuse,
khipwn Bnd utikbowh, whe had sperificed
themeelves for Lhe pliaiomment of inde-
pendence,

“Let ug alqe ppy our  fribule nf lave
and reverenee to Maholma Gerdhi whe
Tas been ot bexcan-light, aur guice and
philusnpher dueing the last 30 years of
mere,” he mgid

The following iz the text of Dr. Ra-
jerdra Presed's speceh:

“In this sclemn hour of owr history,
when afieT maby years of strogple we
gre laking opwer tho goverasoce of this
courhry, let us offer our hurible lhanks
to the Almighty Puwer thai &b I;H:s the
degunleg of mep and naticns ace 1€t 18
recall In gratefnl rerncenbranve [he ser-
vices and macrifices of all thoxe mren and
wornen, knowin und unkacwn. swha. with
smiles oo their faces. walked tn the gals
lows of fased bulless ooy their chusts, who
experietced livibg dealh in the Anda-
s or Spenl iong prars in the prisehs of
India. who preferred wvoluntery exibe
forelen ouatrles te o life of Aumilislion
In thei* awn, whe not on'y last woalth
end property, bl ocui themerlves off
feorn 1heir aear end deas omes to dowvale
thenselves 1o lbe achievewnent of he
greant omleclive whleh we are witnessng
to-<luy,

TRIRLTE TO GANDHLM

rianle of love &nd
reverence {0 Aahathyw Gaodhi wha hes
been our beacon-light, our guide ond
philascpher durlng ke last 30 yrars of
tnore, He represeits Lhal undring apirit
ip our culiwere snd mikeswp chich has
kept Indiz alive through wicissluces of
oy historr He it ia wlha pulled us oul af
the Eleugh of Deeprnd sned duspair and
blewed imte us a epirit which cnabled
us to stand an for justice, to claith oor
birth-right of ireedom wrd placed in our
hends the matchli=z gnd Lntailing wea-
pun ol Truth ard Men-viglence Wwhirh,
withoui erms end anmaments. has won
fan us the invatuable prize of Swara] at
a price which, wken the history of thess
times ecames o be written, will be re-
garded s ieredible for s owast enontey
of our gize end for the tceming millichs
af our popilation. We were 1néitferent
ingtrumente that he had tn work with
He led us wi‘h consmrnrmate pkill, with
unwayerlng  determination,  with an
ungyring faith in owr fulure. with {aith
in hiz weapnn snd, zhove sli. with faith
in God, Let us prove true ta thet Faith.
Let s hope thet India will rot, in the
howar of her triumph, give up o1 winimlse
the wvelue o fhe wapnon whileh served
net only ta ragse snd losniss ber 0 her
roments of depressinh. but has alone
proved its pfficsey. India has m pross part
to play in ihe shaping and meoulding of
the future of & wetdistzacted  wosld
Bhe gin pley that part, not by mimick-
iy frem a distance  what olasez sre
daittg ot by joibivg in the rece Inr erme-
metts and competing with sthers in the
disecvary of {he latest grd mroat effective
ingtruments of destryction, She has nnw
the oppertonily and. el ua hope, she
will havm the ranramc and slitenpik tn
rlace befnre the werid Fos e acceplenee
hey infellible  sgheiteie for  wap grd

"Let us also DEF

bloodshed, Geath and desttucion. The

worle peeds W oand will weleome 1t, un-
Iexz il ix prepared te rcel bock inlo bar-
barfsm from which it boosle to have
cmelRed.

“Let wg then sssure ¢l countrles of
the wotld thet we propese o stick o vur
hiatoric tradition te be on  berme of
ftiendehip and emity with ath thal we
Fave mo desipns  apains:  anyone eod
Eope that rone will bave gny agpinst us.
We heve only one embition and desire,
angl thet I3 to melkrc our ecwnteibution 1o
the buftding wp of treedem for all and
peace amoug mankond.

GREETINGS T I'AKISTAN

“The cqunlty which wis made by God
ond Katurs io be ane, stibdz dividoed to-
caw, Beparslice fromn oewr  wnd deal
coes, fyvea Irava xeangers after snme
asReeation, |y alweya painful, 1 would be
untrite to muoeaedt 30 T d3d net at this mo-
ment confess io a seness of snrrow at
this =eparation. Bui I wisk %0 zend oo
your behald and my bwn our presfitigs
aml gond withes for sgeeess and the bost
of hiek in the high endesvour of Gow-
etpument in which 1he people of Pajistan.
whizh ti] to-doy hag Fesn o pacl end
pureel of qurselves, are engaged,

“Ta thote wha Iecl like us buf are
¢n the other side of the border, we zend
& word of ehoer. They should net give
wey to panic but should stlck o their
honTing and hames, their reliplop and
culiyre gnd cultivate  the pesMies of
coulagr snd forbearance, They havy na
reasoh te fear that they will nol gat pro-
fection and jufl and fzicr frezimunt and
thiy should ndt become victime of daubt
gnd sapicien.  They muse zecept the
afsutanesy publitly given and wip their
rlfhtfut place In the polity of the Stele
}r were 1hey arg placed by their lovalty to
if.

GREAT TAFE DEFCGRE NATION

“To =1b the minorities in Indie, we give
the assuragee that they i receive falr
&Rd juzi treatment snd there will be no
dizerimingiton in &ny foron agsinst them.
Their religion  thrir culture and their
language are =afe and they will enjoy
all the rights and privileges of vitiger-
ship, and wil, be expected, jn ther ture,
tir eehder fovalty to the country in which
they lve add to ita coostitislion, “ts all,
we give the pssurahce that it wi'l ke our
endeayplur o end noverty and sgualoe
aad jts companipns, hunger and diseadt,
to abolish distinekions and exploitation
and te enzure decent conditinms of Hving.

“We are embarking on g grast task
We hope ikat in this we shall kave the
unstinten serviee gnd co-opewn‘ton of all
our people and the exmpathy ehd subport
p? all the pammireities, We shall do eur
beet tn sarve it

DEDICATION T0Q INDIA'™
SERYICE
“Lang ,\'rcars agn, ve meade a lrvz] with

gertiny and how the tirme comes when
we shall redoemn our pladge, not whaelly

or in fiAdl measure, bul wery  =ubetam-
timNy". declared Inddin'a first  Promine,
Parcdit. Jowaharla]l Nehru, mowing  the

rezolution préscvibing sn Oath Inr the
merehera in the Comstitcent Azaembly
ta-night. .

The pladge #: touved in the House
to-nignt has some slicht werief  vara-
lions  Erom ke enc eirculsted eprlier
1kis week.

TAL e stkeke of  midrigit
PFardit FKebru =snid, "when 1he world
sietpr, India will owake 16 life  and
Ireedor, fokecrs). The mnment oomies. Lt
ented Tl rarely in history, when we
step out from fhe old to the new, when
an ags encs, mnd when the zonl pf a
ustion. Inng suppresied. flids uterrance.
Tt i= fitting that at this salemn mement
we take the pleder of dedirction to the
service of India and her pegple and to
the =71 larger eause of hupnahity.”

Pangit  Nebww  eonlioued: CAr the
dawn ef histoty, ladie slarted on Rer
unending nuiest apd trackless centuries
are tides with her strivings  and  the
grundeur of her  surceszes  and  her
fijlures, Through gond and @l fariune
aliee, she hos newes fost skt of ths!
quest or fgrgutien tke ileals which gave
ket steength. And we end ta-day a pericd
nf il-farippe and Tdig disenvets ber-
self again The gohigvemient we  cale-
brate {e-2ay is but s slep. ar cpening
of opperfunliy. Lo the preater triumpbs
snd &chieveraerie Lhat swelt y= Are
wé brave ecoush and wise #nough te
frasz this ohpertunity asd aecept the
ebellenze of the future?

RESFONSIBILEITIER 1Y FREEDGM

“Freedom and power btlog respansthis
lity. That erspoesibility resls vpon the
Angermnbly, o soversign bedy represenling
Ihe stvereign penpia of Tndin, Befare ik
bitth of freedom, wye Bave enduoeed all
the paicr ¢f laweor wod our htarts ace
heqvy with the memory of this sorrow,
Same of thome pains contlnue even now.
Meveriheless. the paet is over and I i
the fukure thet beckons to Us now,

“Taat Muture 35 il e of eese oo ol

hour™,

ing kg of imers Frd elalvipg g lhat we!

of the millions wha suffer. T4 rmeans the
ending of poyerty and  igeerapee snd
disease ond  inequality of Gpporiunity.
The ambition gf the greatést man of our
paneration has been bn wipe ervery {exr
from cvery ove, Thet may be bevond us,
but sn long sz thers are lears and enffer-
ing, @ lonpg snr wark will not be aver,
And o we have to labour and to werk
prd work hard ta give reality to aur
drrame. Those deeams are for Iodia, hut
they are slac for the worid, tor all B
nations and proples ate too olosely kmit
together to-day for any one of them 1o
imnagine that it can live apar. Peace hes
Leen gald to he jedjvisicle, o is freadom,
=z ls prosperty pow, and &0 alis ic dis-
aswer in thiz ene world that can ne 10oger
ke sphit itto jzoleled fragmeents,
“NO TIMEZ FOoR ILL-WILL"

“To tne peodle of Indig, whose repre.
gentalives we are, we make appesl 1o
Ioin us with faith and eonfidence in this
frest arllvenlere, This is oo time for

ity end destryctive erilicism, ne time
or U-will or plaming otticrs, We bhawve
1 blild the npble mansion of fiee India
whera alj her children may dwell,

“I heg to move, S, that 3t be resolved
thal- 11)1 After the Jast stroke of mid-
night, all memberz of ihe Consiltvent
Atielmbly. oregsent on this oeeaslen, do
Lake the foliowlng pledge: “A41 this solema
magment wien  the peoplr  of lodie,
thiough enffering and =aeriliee, have se-
cured freedom, I,,,., 2 member of the
Constituent Azsémbly of Indla 4o dedi-
cate myeell in 01l humkity to the service
of India ond her people to the end that
ihis eneient mnd  attpln her rightful
place in the world and make her full
snd willing centributico to the promo-
fion of werld peace angd the welfrre of
mansitl’ 21 Memoers  who ere net
presenmt oo thie oreasion do tske the
pladie with ‘such werbal changes mp the
Presideny, may preseribe at the time they
next atfend a gession of the Azzembly ™

Chandary Khaligqueramen, Leader of
the Afuelim Lesops Parly scconded the
retolution

“A MILESTONE IN QUR

MARCH*

Dr, 8 Radhekrisbman, supporiing the
resolu.acn, said, "1 is pel necemsul'y for
me g speak at any great lengtk on this
resululion 5o jrapressively moved by Pan-
d:t fowahovlsl Kehra and seconded by
Chaudburi Kkaliqguzveman, Hislory snd
Epend will grew arcund this day, [t
marks a nilestone  in put demucTacy’s
mareh. A gigniflcant  dale i is in the
drarna ¢ the Indian peopls who pre try-
Inp to rebuild end tepneform themaslves.
After a long nighr of welching and vigi-
lapee. a night  full of fatefl] porienis
aned silent pravers for the dawn of frea.
gom, during whigr eur eeolinela kept
waleh, a1 1nst the dawwn ie hrezging and
we preef it with utmost enthusiasm,

"Whet we are possing from {he state
uf serldora, a state of slavery and suk-
jectinn, ro fregdem, It iE an decasion
which 15 as  happy &= 0t is wnigue
in ik it dm beang alfeeted
i surh an wederiz and digaifled WEY.
Mr. Altes spoke with wizible pride in
tke Houge of  Commons when he guid
wat thiz is ‘he first great ibststice af
A sTiap Pnperialisl powdor transloeting
isa guthority to the guijeci peoala whem
A reled witk  forer and Srmooces for
rearly twn ceéntuories. He went for a
parzilel to the British withdraws]l Leom
Sousk Afriea, Put all those sre nolhlog
in =eple comparable with the Brilisn
withdrawz] Ifrom this ecmumiry.,  When
we cee whet the Dulen are daing n
Indonesia, when we see how the French
ave clinging tn theit posse:ssions. we
carnei bat admire 1o politleal sagn-
rlly amd courage of the Brlifsh peaple,
1Checrs'.  We an aur side have  slsa
added 2 clopter 1p the history of the
warld, Leck at the way im which
s rubject  people B histery  ath
their frecdote, how men  bed  aes

uired powet.  Wasaingion, Wapnlegn,
Cromwell, Witler and Musselini, Look gt
1he melbiods of bBlood and stesl, werrot-
iz And  assessinailon,  Lloodshed and
gnarely, by whaxh ibese so-celied great
al the sworld aegquleed power. Here din
Lhiz leoed wnder the leadergnip of one
whe will go duwr b histary aF porheps
ie proalest man  of our age (Cheersh,
lave opposed with  patlence, fury s
burcaweralic t¥rany sed wilth whit re-
sclt, thet the framsifion i beinp efected
wits the least blekerness with uiterly no
kicd of hatred. The very Inct thal we
ave appowting Lord Meuntbsiiep pa the
Governot-Genetal of India, stows  the
spitl of wndecstandlng and  friendiness
in which this whele trangitlen is being

eferird, (Chesrss,

You. Mro DPresident,  relerred o
the wsadntxs M cur hearts, to the
sorrwn wheeht alse elotids  our . TE-

juicings Mgy I say that we are in &5 £x-
soitin] sensc posponsible for Qb abeo,
though nét eotirely. From 1600, Eoghish-
reen Lave come bo thls eaunier—priesls

end nur:s. merchants abd adventarers,
dip:o end  rtalermen.  mlssmoavies
and idealis's. The preal  amang  theen

migin fulll. e pledres we have sa oflen ! wighed to presierpise thls couniey, They

laker Bmd the o%e we shall take to-dey.
Tae service of lotie means live scrwce

[Conllmitd on page &}

RIGHTS

—_———

INDIAN DOMINION'S
STATUS

ORDER-IN-COUNCIL ISSUED

NEW DELHI, Aumust. 14
The Dominlon of Indis will be soles
ly entitled {0 all the internaticns]
vights o0 which Indla wes entifled.
Mareover the Dominion of India will
continye to be a member of inter-
national organisations of which India
was A member and. the Dominion of
Pakigtan will take such steps as may
be neresery to apply for member-
ship of international organtsutions,
Thiz 15 the substance of the Indian
Independence (Internationg! Amrange-
mente) Ovder, issami by the Viceroy
to-day.
The erder 5 1o have the force of an
agreement between the twe Nomi-
nisng of India and Pakistan.— A P.L,

NEW GOVERNOR
OF U. P.

———
MRS, NAIDD ARRIVES

IN LUCKNOW

o LIMNENOW, Aug L4

Mrs. Seroiind Masdu, Toletim Geowcr-
nor-designate of the United Provinecs,
arcompanied by her  daughter, Miss
Lilgrran: Natdu, werived in Lugknow
thir moering from Delhi apd wes ac-
rorced & Frand reception 21 ihe yaul-
way rigtion wlbere Woesundz of people
eocprlng Ceopresa tri-colours hed pa-
thered to woleomme theit flvsr popular
Governor. Ske was  received &t ihe
plaifeomt by the FPremier, Fendil Geo-
ving Eallavh Pent, oiher Minislers aof
the Cobingl, Frilisncentary Secretarmiey
and promineit Congeeiamen. bire. Neide
wes  garlanded by Ledd Wazir Hacan
antd Bhrimet! Sheoraveli Nehreo, Major
Burridae, Military Becretary tn Sig
Trapcis Wylie, received Mrs, Naidu on
behalt of the Governor. .

Alter intpecting m  yrard of hotew
pravided by tae Thlrieenth Compaby of
tha Military Palice, the Governar-
desigtale  drove theeugh g decorated
myate Mned by cheering crowds to Gov-
erpinent Homsze.,

gir Framcls Wylie, the U.P. Gover-
aor, will rellnguish his offics to-day omd

lazve Luckhow  lr Bombay en rouwle
to England. .
Mrz. Naidu will ba jnstalled Gewer-

nor at midnight—a P.I,

NEW INDIAN CABINET
e
OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

NEW DELHL Auz 14

Whe pew Cabinel whirh wIil funclioh
frem August 15, anoouneed  i0-night
will vonsirt of the following: )

Mr. Jawaharlgl Nehco: FPrime Wlbig-
tar, External. Affajrs and Commonwtalth
Relstions, -Scientifc Hejearch.

Rardar Vailabhbho: Fatell Home [n-
formation end Broadrasting shd States

Dr, Ralendry Prasad: Food and Agri-
eritore. .

Mavlane Akul Ralam acud: Educatipn,

Dr. Jobn Matthaiz Bailways and Trans-
pock.

Sardar Baldevr Singh: Diefenue.

Mr, Jagjlvan Fam: Lebout

Mr, T H PBhghha: Commerce.

Mr. Raf Ahmed Kidwai: C;:nmmumns-
tions.

Rajloumari Amrlt Kauar: Heallh

br. B. B Ambeckar: Law,

Mr. B K. Shantmukham {-hetti: Finance

Dr. Shyama Prasad Mookhee|ee; Tndus
frijss and Supplies.

}r. N, ¥ Jadgl: Works, Mlnes and
Power.

PFAKISTAN CABINET

KARACHL Aug, 14

The tew Pakistan Dominion Central
Minislry  will conelst of six Iembers
headed by Mr. Liagat sli Khan, Tre-
miier, whn wili zlse be Blinlsler lor
Flernal Afsirz ahd Defence, it is au-
thorttatively arnt lo-day,

The following will be (he personnel of
the Mnistre glong with theip peciiolies
ang they will ke sworn in to-moprow:

Me, " Liagat Al Bhat— Externa)
Aftaits and Defence.

M1, Ghulapy Mohamed—Fipance.

Mr. (Ghazapfar Ali nam—iHome,
Food., Agrirulture abd Healtl) .

Sardar  Abdur Hab  WisktRr—Rail-
way, Communications, Informetion pod
Brogdeasting.

Mr. L {i C}Jq‘?dginar]_—{)cmm!rce. In-
dustry and Clvil Supplies,

M. Jdogendrz  Nath  Mendal—Law.
Frducation. Works, Mines snd Power,

INDIAN ENVOY IN
PAKISTAN

———————
ME. SRl PRAEKASA PRESENTS

CREDENTIALS

KARACIH), Aug. I3

wr. S Probass, Oovernmen! of
Indle's High Commnizslover fn Pukisten,
presented his coedectials e Mr.o Liagsl
Al Ehan, Minister for External Affairs
Paklstern Government. to-day,
Bir. Srl Prakesa sald: "Perscmally, 1
feel asyred that both Qaad-c-Amm end
Mr. Llagat Ali Khas sre sincerely de-
sirgus ihat ®ll epmmunal  antagonizm

OF PAKISTAN

MOUNTBATTEN'S
ADBRESS

———————

KING'S GOOD
WISHES

KARACHL Aug
Amidst  unprecedenk:d arengea
grienduur gnd colaur i this fostive capie
tal ¢y ut the new Domlnon, tha ¥icge
rog. Lord Louis Mounthatten, adtlressed
Ehiz morning the Constitusnt Assemply
of Pikislanwy Dominion, Afia jargest
in the world with sevenly million Lk
Ihaculants-— on the eve of ity attaining
Colipltie froodon.

With numeraue jewelled wer decor
tibne apd grders dlitterirg under th‘;
ﬂashl;ghta_- Lord Louls Mounibatten wha
Wwap ip hiz Admirel's utifoimo, delivered
his hisiaric  spreel -leating  Bfieen
Funlies in 3 dignified and messured jone
to B full House with golleries packad
with high prracnuyes, dipiomats, world
Presemen snd proreinent cifizona,

Qald-e-Azam  Mphamed Al T
Prezidenl o1 the Constiwent mn:ﬁﬁ
led the Yiervy go  his arrival g the
Thrace. blaced elong wlth kix Prediden-
Yol chair. His Exeelleocy S L lagde
Aleninleck, Coummender-in-Chist  gf
fndia, th: Hon, Papels Moonthatten snd
Begign Liagel Al Khen oteupied the
front 1ow in the distlnzuizhed galiery,
whils Ledy  Mougibatten  pnd, alis
Ialima J:mbgh sat together in me‘next
Paw near the Vicelegal Threne, | .

VICEROY'S ADDRESS

The Ecllowing s the ‘ext of th

%;;:_[s *ge]l.li\'l!rs_';l bﬂ; His Baveldegpy e'[,:?d
1haltee f{o ke Pakislan -
unt Asgembly ro-day: Pt Coagtlty

Mr. Pregident and membe
Eunsﬁitueul Arstmbly of Pa.lr:sis::._nni; the
. ave a meszage from Hj i
ite King tn ﬂe]iueﬁ- 10 Mo E—gdaﬁ?l;ﬂhi
s lIILs Majealy's mrssuge:

“I send you my greelings and warm
wishes oo this grcek gceasion when 1%
new Domicten o! Pakisan i about 16
take Hs plaes in the Bricish Commog-
weallh of  Kations, In thus achigving
your Anidipendenme by BErecinent, you
feve reb Bn example 1o ail freeddmpe
lovlng people thraugheuwt the worid,
T kadw dhat T ean apech for all sec-
tons of opinmen wilhin ahe British Comp-
mahwealth when I gay that their sups
Port will not fuil you in upholding da-
modratic privelphes, I g confAdept tomt
the statesmonship snd the spirit of cp-
optration whith have ted to the hisios
rie developments ¥oU are now eelvhrat-
ing wll pe the best guarantes of your
inture bappiness and Jrosperlly, Great
respensitilities lie shead of Four leed-
ers. May the blessings of the Almishiy
seliin you o &ll yuor Solare lesks Be
assared Blways of my  sFmpatty and
stpgort as’ T oweteh your continuing
efl;ur‘lls. o advance the caoge ¢©f hueTa.
aity’

i am speaking {0 rou to-day mg yoor
Vicersy. %u-morruw tha Gl:}waal:r.-me‘ny: :f
ihe cew Dominivn of Pakislen wili vest
in wour hends end I chull Be the coh-
stitulionn] heed nf your neipnlour, the
Dominion of Indis, The Jeedéra of bgth
Governments, however, have lnvited ma
ta be tho independenl Charman i the
Jolnt  Defence  Couned’, Tiis ie sd
honour which I chall gtrive 1o mens

AN EVENT IN TUSTORY

To-mprrow by now roversiyn Stetes
will 1ake their place in the Common-
weallhy not young natluns, but the teicn
to old and proud civiidsgtione: fully in-
dipeniien) hietes,  whosn lgadors B
siztegmen, ahoady known and respect.
ed threupghout the world whose poets
and hilnsuphers, scicnlists, and war-
riors, have made their Imperichpble
coniributicn lo the service of mankisd'
el immalure governments of weak, but
1it to earry their great share of tes-
peneibility for the peace and progiess of
he world, .

The birth of Pakistan f5 gn event in
TElory, We, who are part of history,
and pre helpiag o make . are oot
well-placed,  eveh I we wished, tn
moralfse on the event, to ook buck apd
surydy the sequence of the past that
Ied te it. History seerms somctiraes e
move  wiik e infinile slowaess of a
glacizy, and somelimes tr rush forwasd
In & Porrent. Jist now, in ihls part af
th: world qur  enited  efforts hava
melied the jee and moeved soie jopes
diren:a jn :be :iream, and we Are car-
ried onwards in the full Nood, Thers ia
ro thoe to laok hack,  There 13 liowe
enly to loak forwatd.

I with to pay  iribote to the gZregl
men, your leaders. who helped to arplve
&t a peacefal solulion for the travizter
of power,

TRIGLTE T9 ME JINKAH

Here I would like @ expeess my tris
bute to Mr. dibhah. Qur close personal
contact, snd the mufuel truet ang on-
dersionding that bave grown put of o,
are, 1 feel, the best of omens for filues
goud relations, He has my sineels good
wlsh#s &8 your new Governor-GGenetal.

Baral courpfe is the truest storibule
of greatness and the men who have dl-
Iowed the peramougit need for agreetend
and 8 peaceful selnclon to tike Dreou-
detace over ihe hopes aed elalins they
s strongly held and keewdy felt, hawy
showa moral eourage jn a high ﬁt:gree,
1 with to arkpowtedre, too, the help of
olheks: ol lbe mwen woo advised and as-
sisted the process of negoflation: of the
men who kop: Lhe naclilnery of ade

shoitld be thinge of the pest and the
citizens of elther Siates ahould work for,
the weli-being of Lhe cespective Sfales )
rowardless of ‘their ereed In 6 gplrlt of!
lewally snd goodwill” :
“TL will ke & pity, almost 2 4ragedy
Mr, Liagei All righily =a’d, § the iwo
Sistes were to hecome pulely Hindu or
Musiim &tates wlthout anv Moslm go-
eperaling in Imdia of sy Hindu re-ope-
tiflng in Pakiswn”

“It ja meedloss Lo gay that # O will be
my earnest endeavoyr o work for 1he
consumraticn of these hepes end the
aitainment of thia ohjeci” sajd Mr1. Bri
Prokass in eopglusion —1LPL

BURMA DEFENCE
SERVICES

RATES OF PAY ANRKOUNCED

RANGOON. Aug. 13,

The Governtmnenl  to-day  amRouneed
Ihe rates of pay and  al'owines for
Rurms Deferee Services, The minfmum
basic pay for &n aTmy reevud wiae Gared
st R3. 30 snd the maximum pay io¢ 8
Brigedler wt Re. 1400

Sgrgeanis will be paid wom Be 6
la s, 1554 Warrgnt OfMcers from Ra
130 to R 300, Lieuterents from Ri 850
to Ri 600, Capleins from Rs, 586 to
Re. 100, Majors from Rs, 800 10 R, 1400,
Lirut.-Colonels froea Hs. 1,180 to Rs,
1200 end Colonele will drew Bs. 1.200.

T war offiriplly
that certificaiss of release are now hes
ing issued o Eueopesh offigers of the
Burme Civil snd Police Servicezr whe
deaive thar, at the Goverrot's disgre-
tlen,—Reater.

EARLDOM FOR

- MOUNTBATTEN

TAONDON, Avg 14
¥iscount Mewntba'ten. Govarnnr-ene-
ral-designefs  of India.  was  to-day

1

aneeygnecd  to-day |

mninistration Mmoing weoer  great dif-
culties, of the men who have worzed
dey apd nighl 1o sulve the smmowmerabie
prahlema of partitlen, Al thle has been

~achieved wilh duil and sweat, T wish 1

could sey womp withowut weats and blocd.
But  terribie  Ctlrde: have been come
mitied. ¥t iz justifiable ta reflect, bow-
ever, thet fac more fereibile Lhings might
have happensd if the mejorly had ned
proved weorthy nf the high endeoveur
af iheir leaders, v had not lislened 1o
that greal appeal which Mr. Jinnah and
IMeheima. Geodhi together made, and
wajeh Ui yespecthvc future Gowvern-
meels reileialed in a siolement  WAde
by Lhe Panilier Cawncil,

May I reenind you of {he lerms of that
statement? The ‘lwe Governments ceg-
lared thel "t iz thelr intention to safes
guard tlie lepitimate interests of all eit
zone, lrrespeotive af religion. caste or
e, in tho exereise of 1boie notaal clvie
rights all ejtizens  will ke rogarded as
equel and boll Covernment= will assure
ty al; people  wilbin  their torrjtorlag
the smereite af libeti'es such as freedom
of #pevch, the right ta form essociationk
{he Tight {o watskdp it their own way
gnd the proteciien i twlr  language
and rullure. Both Governmenty fursher
undleriahe that tirere shpll be oo discrd-

minatiop  aguinst  those . who belome
Avpust 16 huve hesn  podllical oppe-
RENtS",

CHARTER OF LIBERTE

The hbroouring Or these  words will
mean nothing  less them a Charler nof
Liberty for a fillh of (he humen raee.

Some daye ago- 1 went to Lahgre From
the reports I kad received 1 expeelcd 1a
wilness a moenc of ucpovslleled devas-
iatiorn, Thosz &f vou, who have not vk
o Lahore will be rellevcd tu hear that
the cestruelion i€ far less than 1 o=
pected. 1L Pmounts  te Mol more than
eighttun houses  per thousand  of the
whale mueiripal area, I do oot =ar ‘his

Lawerded b Earldom.

it extenualien of the medneas  whick
(Cenlinoed sm page 3}
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Unity as key

Manmohan Singh on
the need to protect our
hard-won freedoms

PAGE 10

The Independence generation
Gopalkrishna Gandhi on
how freedom fighters’
ideals are now under strain
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India and China at 75

Rana Mitter on how China
and India will shape Asia
in the next decade

PAGE 12

The decentralisation dream

T.R. Raghunandan on why
local governments need to
be empowered more

PAGE 13

ILLUSTRATION: SATHEESH VELLINEZHI

The Hindu is marking 75 years of India’s Independence with a special issue of articles that cover the nation’s birth pangs after Partition,
the adoption of Parliamentary democracy and a federal Constitution, the challenges of internal security and external threats, a
development paradigm that drew on lessons from other countries and yet was in many ways uniquely Indian, and the hard-won
achievements in science, culture, and sports. They are both an assessment of the past and a vision of the future, a recognition of the
difficulties and an understanding of the possibilities. Contributors include eminent social scientists, former public officials, and senior
journalists. The Hindu greets its readers on 75 years of India’s Independence with this special edition.

— Suresh Nambath, Editor
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FORMING MEN AND WOMEN FOR AND WITH OTHERS

ST JOSESPH'S UNIVEXRSITY /

WISHES ALL FELLOW INDIANS ¥

A VERY HAPPY
7595 TH INDEPENDENCE DAY.

Saluting those who bled for our motherland

In whose sacrifice, today, free we stand,

We vow to fly the tricolour high, and honour this freedom that turns 75

Not in an individual or a community, but in our diversity lies our beauty

Brighter than a diamond, may our nation shine, jubilee after jubilee

Glorious 75th Independence Day to our beloved India, from St Joseph’s University !
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Promising steps towards a great future

In Karnataka, Shri Basavaraj Bommai-led Govt. has given significant
A New Era of thrust to welfare measures and comprehensive development of the

Development under state with the goal of building a prosperous Karnataka for the

. .. development of all.
Prime Minister Amritha Schemes Focus on welfare of SC/ST

Shri Narendra Modi + Implementation of Amritha + Rs.28,234 crore allocated under

i ini Schemes for various SCSP/TSP projects '
India Shmmg = « Shri Narendra Modi in India received praise development programmes as - Rs.580.19 crore grants and Stree Samarthya

Shri Vajapayee Govt. became the Prime from WHO and world part of India's 75th additional grants of Rs.410 crore To further enhance business

Minister in 2014. During  leaders. Independence Day celebrations I‘c;rgsgc(;SJgCgLr:grations. Total activity in SHGs, Rs. 500 crore
 Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee his terrp, many - DR AU B L Vidyanidhi : 3 Rs.572.18 crore scholarships for ALl el
became the Prime Minister revolutlonar_y Gareeb Kalyan Anna hy f : - ] SC/ST students P released to 33,333 SHGs @
when NDA came to power in transformations have Yojan, PM Kisan Scheme for - ' Rs.1.5 lakh per SHG. To benefit

farmers and N S Free electricity to poor SC/ST

families raised from 45 units to 3.9 lakh women.

1998. taken place in the Samman Scheme and ;
. . try. i RiEh poor % W - .

Sarva Shiksha Campaign was coun PM Awas Yojana, whic Ah 75 units. To benefit 39.25 Lakh .. .

implemented during his term, « By abolishing Article benefit the farmers, « Raitha Vidyanidhi Scheme: families. Priority for education

which made education a 370, Shri Modi took a labourers, and the poor, Rs.439.95 crore worth of Fisheries-Dairy Karnataka - the first State to

fundamental right for children bold decision to resolve have been launched and scholarships glistributed to Farming-SericuIture implement National Education

aged between 6 and 14. the Kashmir impasse. implemented. 10.03 lakh children of farmers. Matsya Siri Scheme to improve Policy 2020

: Foundation stone has A The scheme has been - : Seven Govt. Engineeri
L  Ayushman Bharat PM ) th f fish “Und even Govt. Engineering

WL Telegom F_’ollcy, been laid for the New Jan Arogva Yoiana has extended to the children of th;l:cc;en:eowl(s) :;?e;\ea AEEE Colleges of the State upgraded
formulated during his term, - rogya Yoj fishermen, yellow board taxi o ! eep ;
T e oy R Ram Temple in been implemented to o ;iy shipping vessels will be as Karnataka Institute of
sector Ayodhya. make quality health care HIVELS ang WEavErs. introduced in the State. Technology (KIT)

' . « With the services accessible to Swami Vivekananda To establish Ksheerasmruddhi Historical step taken to build
The Goldgn Quadrllateral implementation of GST, the poor. Yuva Shakti Yojane Cooperative Bank for the benefit 8101 classrooms at a cost of
Road Project, which . . of milk producers Rs.1,412 crore

Indian economy has + Under NDA rule and Shri Constitution of 27,395 “Swami

Incentive increased by Rs.50 for ;
every kg of bivoltine cocoons Karnataka No. 1 in FDI

connected four Metros, gave : s . . .
g received a significant Modi's leadership, India Vivekananda SHGs @ 1 SHG

further thrust to India's - 5
development fillip. The handling of is striding towards a per GP to encourage the rural "
P : the Covid-19 epidemic bright future. youth to take up self- Regional Balance MoUs for 1.31 lakh crore worth

The river-linking project, . . _ employment and economic Grants for the development of of investment signed at the -
envisaged to address the & i\ || = 2N , activities. Goal to provide skill Kalyana Karnataka doubled. World Economic Forum held in
drought situation in the N " L T training to 65 lakh rural youth. Rs. 3,000 crore allocated. Davos and later

country, was one of Vajpayee's =
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Shri Narendra Modi

Hon'ble Prime Minister

y

Azad ik
Amrit Mahotsav

OUR PLEDGE

NAVA KARNATAKA
FOR NAVA BHARAT

Fulfilling the aspirations of New India
& building a prosperous Karnataka
for the development of all

On the occasion of India's 76th Independence Day, we
must remember the sacrifices of our freedom fighters
and take a pledge to build India of their dreams. Under
Prime Minister Sri Narendra Modi's able leadership,
India has made significant strides in the last eight years.
In Karnataka, Sri Basavaraj Bommai-led government has
introduced several welfare and development-oriented
schemes and is implementing them successfully.

P

Farmers' Welfare
if ‘*'

. Secondary AgricuIturaI
Directorate established to boost
farmers' income

« Raitha Shakti Yojane: Diesel
subsidy @ Rs.250 per acre to
encourage mechanization in
agriculture (Max. 5 acres).
Rs.400 crore allocated.

« PM Krishi Samman Scheme:
Rs.1,975.12 crore distributed to
50.35 lakh farmers in 2021-22 and
Rs.956.71 crore distributed to
47.83 lakh farmers through DBT

Farm mechanization: Distribution
of Rs.483.56 Crore assistance to
agriculture processing units. 4.54
lakh farmers benefitted

PM Krishi Sinchayi Scheme: Drip
irrigation systems installed in the
farms of 3.12 lakh farmers

« Krishi Sanjeevini Scheme: 160
Mobile Crop Health Clinics
dedicated to the nation for the
proper management of pests,
disease, weed problem and
deficiency of soil nutrient deficiencies

o

+ National Award for Karnataka for
Agriculture Infrastructure Fund
scheme

v

Amrit Mahotsav

« Amruthabharathige Kannadadarathi
program as part of the Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav 75 books on
freedom fighters released.

To identify places of 75 freedom
fighters and build their memorials.
PM Modi appreciated this during his
'Man-Ki-Baat' speech.

PM's ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ campaign
has received an overwhelming

response in Karnataka. Our heartfelt
thanks to the people of Karnataka.

»
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Vidyanidhi Scheme
Yo

"’ '-1 ‘f‘__

. Raltha Vidyanidhi Scheme:
Rs.439.95 crore worth of
scholarships distributed to 10.03
lakh children of farmers. The
scheme has been extended to the
children of fishermen, yellow
board taxi drivers and weavers.

Fisheries-Dairy
Farming-Sericulture

- 'Matsya Siri' Scheme to improve the
income of fishermen. Under this
scheme, 100 deep sea shipping
vessels will be introduced in the
State.

« To establish Ksheerasmruddhi
Cooperative Bank for the benefit of
milk producers

* Rs.10,000 incentive per tonne of
bivoltine cocoons

« Incentive increased by Rs.50 for
every kg of bivoltine cocoons

Pr|or|ty for educatlon
= |

« Karnataka - the first State to
implement National Education
Policy 2020

« Seven Govt. Engineering Colleges
of the State upgraded as
Karnataka Institute of Technology
(KIT)

» Historical step taken to build 8101
classrooms at a cost of

Rs.1,412 crore

As enshrined in our Constitution, - to safeguard public property and to
abjure violence is the fundamental duty of every citizen of India.

Har Ghar

Tlrangar""

13"-1

5™ August 2022

* Rs.28,234 crore aIIocated under
SCSP/TSP projects

* Rs.580.19 crore grants and additional
grants of Rs.410 crore for SC/ST
Corporations. Total Rs.990.19 crore

* Rs.572.18 crore scholarships for SC/ST
students

« Free electricity to poor SC/ST families
raised from 45 units to 75 units.
39.25 Lakh families will be benefitted.

« Construction of 100 Ambedkar Hostels
and 10 KREIS Residential School
buildings at a cost of Rs.750 crore.

Welfare of Other
Backward Communities

* Rs.2,249.66 crore allocated for
Backward Classes Welfare Department
for 2022-23.

« The allocation for all boards and
corporations for OBCs is Rs.478.09
crore for 2022-23

« Construction of well-equipped
buildings for 50 “Kanakadasa” hostels
of backward communities housed in
rented buildings at a cost of

Rs.165 Crore.

Support for weavers &

|- -1

« Assistance under Nekara
Samman increased from Rs.
2,000 to Rs. 5,000

« Scholarships introduced for
children of building construction
workers. Rs. 462.12 crore
distributed to 2.97 lakh students.

Increase in
agricultural production

 Karnataka produced 160.28 lakh
tonnes of foodgrains in 2020-21.
A significant record to date.

« Stree Samarthya: To further
enhance business activity in
SHGs, Rs. 500 crore community
capital corpus released to
33,333 SHGs @ Rs.1.5 lakh per
SHG. To benefit 3.9 lakh women.

* Rs.75 crore seed capital released
to 7,500 women SHGs to establish
small businesses under Amrutha
SHG Micro Enterprise Scheme

Health & Famlly Welfare

« Special measures for COVID
management. 11.56 crore
COVID vaccines administered

+ Opening of 438 'Namma Clinics'
underway in prominent cities

« Upgradation of 100 Primary
Health Centres (71 PHCs from
North Karnataka) into
Community Health Centres.

Social Security

 Monthly pension increased by
Rs.200 for widows, differently-
abled and beneficiaries under
Sandhya Suraksha, Manasvini
and Maitri Schemes.

« Acid Victims' monthly pension
increased from Rs.3,000 to
Rs.10,000.

« Pension increased from Rs.1,400
to Rs.2,000 for those with a 75%
mental disorder.

« Altogether, 74.22 lakh
beneficiaries will be benefitted.

 Monthly Honorarium of Asha,
Anganwadi Workers/Assistants,
Cook-cum-Helpers engaged in
Midday Meal Scheme, Village
Assistants raised by Rs.1,000.

e #

‘
- -

Shri Basavaraj S. Bommai

Hon'ble Chief Minister

Amritha Schemes

« Implementation of Amritha
Schemes for various development
programmes as part of India's 75"
Independence Day celebrations

Swami Vivekananda
Yuva Shakti Yojane

- Swami Vivekananda Yuva
Shakti Yojane: Constitution of
27,395 “Swami Vivekananda
SHGs' @ 1 SHG per GP to
encourage the rural youth to
take up self-employment and
economic activities.

» Goal to provide skill training to
65 lakh rural youth.

Karnataka No. 1
Investment Destination

ﬁw

* No. 1 in FDI. MoUs for 1.31
lakh crore worth of investment
signed at the World Economic
Forum held in Davos and later

« Karnataka has bagged first
place in Niti Aayog's India
Innovation Index 2022

« Special Employment Policy
approved to create job
opportunities for the local youth

Urban Development

.3 11

« Chief Minister’s Amrutha
Nagarotthana Yojane: Rs.6,000
crore allocated for development of
Bengaluru infrastructure.

« Chief Minister's Amrutha

Nagarotthana Yojane: (Local
Bodies) Rs.3,885 crore allocated.

Regional Balance

« Grants for the development of
Kalyana Karnataka doubled.
Rs.3,000 crore allocated.

76" Independence Day Greetings
to all the citizens of the State

& karnataka information
Department of Information and Public Relations

»
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Up to 60% OFF

WHITE PRAWNS

600 X375/ kg

MUTTON CURRY CUT
699 IB75/g

OFFER ENDS TODAY
Walk in and stock up on your favourite cuts. Hurry!

*T&C apply.

ORDER NOW! & www.chopserve.com (&) 6360123523

Electronic City | HSR Layout | Kaggadaspura | Koramangala | Kasturi Nagar
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Shinde keeps Urban
Development, Fadnavis
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The firing that changed
the course of struggle
BENGALURU

Vidurashwatha witnessed a
ghastly "massacre” — as
described by eyewitnesses —
of 32 freedom fighters in
police firing for trying to
hoist the tricolour on April
25,1938.

KARNATAKA » PAGE 6

Govt. under fire for its
media advertisement
BENGALURU

The dropping of Jawaharlal
Nehru from the list of
freedom fighters in the State
government's media
advertisement that appeared
on Sunday came under sharp
criticism from progressive
writers and the Congress,
which sought an apology
fromthe Chief Minister.
SOUTH » PAGE 8

Madhuswamy's remarks
embarrass BJP
BENGALURU/MYSURU

A purported audio of Law and
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
J.C. Madhuswamy, who is
heard telling that "the
government is not
functioning " has gone viral
on social media, causing
embarrassment to the BJP
government.

SOUTH » PAGE 8

INDIA @ 75 SPECIAL FEATURE
» 12 PAGES

EDUCATIONPLUS » PAGES 21 & 22

India proved sceptics
wrong, says President

‘Democracy not only grew roots here, it was enriched too

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Greeting all Indians in her
address on the eve of Inde-
pendence Day, President
Droupadi Murmu on Sunday
said the event marked the
day when the people had
freed themselves from the
shackles of colonial rulers
and decided to reshape the
country’s destiny.

“As all of us celebrate the
anniversary of that day, we
bow to all those men and
women who made enor-
mous sacrifices to make it
possible for us to live in a
free India,” the President
said and added that August
14 is observed as Partition
Horrors Remembrance Day
so as to promote social har-
mony, unity and
empowerment.

Ms. Murmu said this Inde-
pendence Day was a cause of
celebration not only for all
Indians but also for every ad-
vocate of democracy around
the world. She said India
proved wrong the sceptics
who doubted the success of
the democratic form of go-
vernment in the country.

‘Universal franchise’

“India, after so many years
of exploitation at the hands
of foreign rulers, was
marked by poverty and illite-
racy. But we Indians proved
the sceptics wrong. Democ-

Proud occasion: President Droupadi Murmu addressing the nation
on the eve of the 76th Independence Day in New Delhi. = pTi

@ .after Independence, all the generations
have toiled hard; how we met great

A cross-border family’s visa travails

Man gets visa after
six years to visit
family in India

SUHASINI HAIDAR

NEW DELHI

Days before Independence
Day celebrations of Pakistan
and India, Ganpat Singh re-
ceived a call he has long
been waiting for. The Indian
High Commission in Islama-
bad said his visa to India was
approved on Saturday,
granting him freedom to
meet his family in India after
six long, tragic years.

Mr. Singh is a Pakistani ci-
tizen born in the Hindu Raj-
put Sodha community,
based in the Umarkot (ear-

Across borders: Dimple Kanwar lives in India, while her spouse,
Ganpat Singh, is a Pakistani citizen. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

lier Amarkot) principality of
the Sindh Province. As the
ties between India and Pa-
kistan collapsed after the Uri
attack in September 2016, so
did his world, as he was
“blacklisted”.

“When my visa was first
rejected, I thought it must be

a mistake. They said I had
been ‘blacklisted” for over-
staying in India, though I
had applied for extensions
online. I couldn’t believe it,”
he said on the phone to The
Hindu.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 14

challenges and how we have taken charge of our
destiny. The lessons learnt in the process will prove
useful as we move towards the next milestone in
the journey of the nation - the Amrit Kaal, the 25
years to the celebration of the centenary of our
Independence. We will have given a concrete
shape to the vision of those who, led by Babasaheb
Bhimrao Ambedkar, drafted the Constitution

DROUPADI MURMU, President of India

racy not only grew roots in
this soil, it was enriched
too,” she said citing the ex-
ample of universal adult
franchise right since the be-
ginning of the Republic.

She said at the beginning
of civilisation, saints and
seers of this land had deve-
loped a vision of humanity
that was defined by equality
of all; indeed, oneness of all.

She said the celebrations
of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav
were dedicated to the peo-
ple of India. “Indian Trico-

lour is fluttering in every
nook and corner of the
country. Great martyrs
would have been thrilled to
see the spirit of the Indepen-
dence Movement coming
alive again on such a massive
scale,” she said. She said for
a country like India, the pas-
sage of 75 years is merely a
blink of an eye. “But for us as
individuals, it is a lifetime.”

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 14

MURMU INVOKES KUVEMPU IN
ADDRESS » PAGE 8

Ratio of women judges has
risen considerably: UU. Lalit

‘Virtual courts have opened new frontiers’

r.

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI
Chief Justice of India-desig-
nate Uday Umesh Lalit be-
lieves the ratio of women
judges has risen considera-
bly in the 75 years of Inde-
pendence as more women
find a judicial career acceptable.
Justice Lalit, speaking to The
Hindu on Sunday, said “the picture
may change in the next 10 or 15
years. Today, we are completing 75
years of Independence, maybe
when we complete 100 years, the
ratio of women in judiciary would
be completely different”.

Political row
over Partition
remembrance

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday paid hom-
age to all those who lost
their lives during Partition
and applauded the “resi-
lience as well as grit” of all
those who suffered.
Targeting the Prime Mi-
nister, the Congress said
the tragedy of Partition
was being used as fodder to
fuel “hate and prejudice”.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 14
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Reacting to whether the
retirement age of judges
should be increased from 65
to 67, Justice Lalit said,
“This is for the lawmakers
to decide.”

The CJI-designate said
“virtual courts have opened
new frontiers and smudged geo-
graphical boundaries”.

Justice Lalit said the collegium
presided by Chief Justice of India
N.V. Ramana, of which he is a part
of, made 255 recommendations to
the High Courts in 11 months.

INTERVIEW ON» PAGE 14
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® Fasting, the Ayurveda way
® Ayurveda’s three vital entities

® Foot massage to sleep better

’ HEALTH

Better Knowledge. Better Health.

AYURVEDA

2559 wAY OF LIFE

® The Sattvic diet
® Benefits of organ-shaped foods

O SBI

The banker to every rai=n

Empowering every Indian
with financial freedom

Happy

For assistance, call 1800 1234 or visit bank.sbi
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Celebrating freedom
with young & secured India
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Today. India's enthusiastic youfth
want fo celebrate the realisation
of their dreams on the Foundation

of 75 years of freedom. 0

Let’s secure them and their dreams.
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Chamarajpet turns into fortress for I-Day

Over 850 police personnel, including eight platoons of KSRP, have been deployed at the Idgah Maidan

STAFF REPORTER
BENGALURU

Chamarajpet has turned into
a fortress with heavy police
deployment as the State go-
vernment has organised a
programme to hoist the trico-
lour at the controversial Id-
gah Maidan on Monday
morning.

As Hindutva organisations
sought permission to hold a
host of events at the Idgah
Maidan in June, its ownership
turned controversial as both
the civic body and the Karna-
taka State Board of Augaf
claimed ownership.

The BBMP recently turned
down an application by the
Wakf Board for khata in its
name and declared the Kar-
nataka Revenue Department

(Clockwise from top left) The Tipu Sultan's Summer Palace; Government Museum; and Metro pillars on M.G. Road lit up in
tricolour, and a replica of Mahatma Gandbhi's iconic spectacles on display at the Mysuru Road metro station, as part of the 75th
Independence Day celebrations, in Bengaluru on Sunday. =k.MURALI KUMAR

Personnel from the Rapid Action force and State police at the

Idgah Maidan in Bengaluru on Sunday. =e1i

as the default owner of the
land, a decision being con-
tested by the Wakf Board.
Following this, Revenue
Minister R. Ashok chaired a
meeting and decided that the

department will hoist the tri-
colour at the grounds. Assis-
tant Commissioner will hoist
the flag at 8 a.m. Monday with
local MLA B.Z. Zameer
Ahmed Khan and MP Tejaswi

il

Surya as chief guests.

Home Minister Araga Jna-
nendra visited Idgah Maidan
on Sunday evening with
DG&IGP Praveen Sood and Ci-
ty Police Commissioner C.H.
Pratap Reddy in tow and in-
spected security arrange-
ments at the grounds. He said
adequate security arrange-
ments had been made and ex-
pressed confidence that the
Independence Day would
pass off without any unto-
ward incident.

Over 850 police personnel,
including Rapid Action Force
commandos and eight pla-
toons of Karnataka State Re-
serve Police (KSRP), have
been deployed at the
grounds, Laxman B. Nibargi,
DCP (West), told mediaper-

sons earlier in the day.

The city police have also
conducted multiple route
marches in Chamarajpet and
surrounding areas of Valmiki-
nagar, Azadnagar, and Tipu-
nagar over the last two days.
The police have also report-
edly put the ground under
constant surveillance of over
100 CCTV cameras, as they
feel there was a threat to the
Idgah arch at the grounds.

Meanwhile, several Hin-
dutva organisations, includ-
ing BJP leaders like national
general secretary C. T. Ravi,
have demanded permission
to install a Ganesha idol at the
grounds for the festival in the
month-end. However, the Re-
venue Department is yet to
take a call on the issue.

Exhibition on the
horrors of Partition

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MYSURU

An exhibition to mark ‘Partition
Horrors Remembrance Day’ was
organised by the Mysuru division
of South Western Railway here on
Sunday.

The exhibition was held on the
city railway station premises and
evoked a good response. The auth-
orities said the event was organ-
ised to highlight the horrors of Par-
tition and was announced by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
who had declared during his Inde-
pendence Day speech last year that
August 14 would be observed as
‘Partition Horrors Remembrance
Day’. The exhibition was inaugu-
rated by freedom fighter C.R. Ran-
ga Shetty, 97. Additional DRMs A.
Devasahyam and E. Vijay, were
present. Mr. Ranga Shetty recalled
the struggle and sacrifices of the
people for decades before freedom
was achieved.

Featured were photographs of
those days along with newspaper
clippings describing the plight of

the people who were fleeing for sa-

fety.

18 police officers win President’s medal

STAFF REPORTER
BENGALURU

Eighteen police officers
from the State have been
awarded the police medal
for meritorious service by
the President of India on
the occasion of I-Day.

N. Srinivas, principal,
SP, PTS Kadur, Pratap
Singh Thorat, Dy. SP,
Bantwal, T.M. Shivaku-
mar, Dy. SP, High Court

Security, J.H. Inamdar,
Dy. SP, DCRB Kalaburagi,
N.T. Srinivasa Reddy, Dy.
SP, CID Forest Cell, Nara-
simhamurthy, Dy. SP, CID,
Raghavendra Rao Shin-
dey, ACP, Bengaluru, Pra-
kash R., DySP, ACB, Ben-
galuru, Dhruvaraj. B.
Patil, CPI, Dharwad, Mo-
hammed Ali S., PI, ACB,
Bengaluru, G.C. Raja, CPI,
Mysuru, Ravi B.S, CPI,

Chikkamagaluru, Mufid
Khan, Special RPI, KSRP,
Mahadevaiah, special AR-
SI, KSRP, R. Murali, Spe-
cial ARSI, KSRP, Basavara-
ja B. Andemmanavar,
Assistant Intelligence Of-
ficer, State Intelligence,
Balkrishna D. Shindhe,
ASI, Belagavi, and Ranjith
Shetty, ASI, Bengaluru are
the officers who have won
the medal for 2022.
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BUSINESS OFFER PERSONAL
ARE YOU Need Business Loan Mini-

mum 1Crore & Above Ct: 8122109759 [(ed 2 V:N\[¢] o) 0 Y-\ | =
m | MUSKAN, D/O (Surender) bomn on
GREETINGS (04/12/1999) residing at

(Sangeetha House, Bendore, Manga-
1 lore 575002), have changed my name
(Muskan Arora) vide affidavit

A ; to
.5 @
‘f‘  ECS Financial dated (08/08/2022) at (mangalore).

[
— PUBLIC NOTICE

Date:15-08-2022
Notice is hereby given to the
general public on behalf of our
Client Smt. Kovvuru Divya,
W/o. Sri.N. Dinesh, resident of
Bangalore, that her father Sri.
Kovvuru Ramesh Kumar S/o.
Sri Ramachandra Reddy, Retired
Dy.Director has abandoned
the family and living his life as
per his own style. Therefore,
our client being the married
and the only daughter is not
responsible and accountable
for any of his activities in public.
Therefore, the general public
are cautioned and warned if
anyone is dealing with our client's
father will be at their own risk
and responsibility and our client
shall not be liable and responsible
for any financial implications
out of his dealing with the public.

Happy Independence Day!
Team ECS Financial
i will give you

all the financlal freedom 1o keep you stress free

Time to break the shackles of
financial stross,

J Start

Irwvest Rightly. Live Happily

L1800 425 2969, M: 6281491571 |
| www.ecsfinancial.co.in [
TENDERS

%, DIGITAL
=2 UNIVERSITY
o KERALA

yeuar SEP 10

Curating a responsible digital world
KERALA UNIVERSITY OF
DIGITAL SCIENCES,
INNOVATION AND TECHNOLOGY
Thiruvananthapuram-695317
Kerala, Ph: 0471-2788000
website:www.duk.ac.in

The Vice-Chancellor, Kerala
University of Digital Sciences

Innovation and Technology K. SHANKAR RAO
invites tenders from the eligible G.V. NAGARAJARAO
firms for the Supply, Installation ’ .ADVOCATES ’

and Commissioning of equipment
for the Connected System Lab
For more details please visit the website
https://etenders.kerala.gov.in/
(Sd/-) Registrar

On Behalf of Smt.K. DIVYA,
Office: D-402, Girisikhara Plaza,
Ramnagar Main Road,
Hyderabad-500020

LEGAL NOTICE

( IN THE COURT OF
HON'BLE CITY CIVIL
JUDGE, MAYOHALL AT
BENGALURU (CH-73]
0.S. No. 25624/2021
BETWEEN:
M/S ICICI BANK LTD.
Having its branch office at
4/10., Mythree Tower
Bommanahalli Hosur Main
Road Bangalore 560 068 And
represented by its Collection
Manager Mr. Pramodh G.
...PLAINTIFF
AND
Mr. SARAT KUMAR
MANAHIRA S/O Purchandra
Manahari No.D-3, No.58/7,
118/1B Koushik Residency,
2nd Main Royal County
Layout, Parappana Agrahara,
Electronics City, Bangalore-
60100

Also at:

No. C 106 Atulya Apartment

Ground Floor, 1RK Township

Yarandahalli, off Cross Park

Bangalore-560105
...DEFENDANT

WHEREAS the Plaintiff has
instituted the above
proceedings against you
seeking recovery of
Rs.9,71,250.04/- as on
18/04/2021 along with interest
24% P.A. and other
consequential relief. You are
hereby summoned to appear
before the Hon'ble City Civil
Judge, Mayo hall at
Bangalore (CH-73) in person
or by a pleader duly instructed
and able to answer all material
questions relating to the above
proceedings on 13.09.22 at
11:00 AM, take notice that in
default of your appearance on
the day mentioned before the
suit will be heard and
determined in your absence.
Given under my hand and seal
of this Court, this 28th day of
July 2022.

By order of this

Hon'ble Court

Advocate For Plaintiff
Anvaya Law Advocate &
Consultants, First Floor,
Indian Express Building
No.1 Queens Road,

@galore- 560001.
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City’s street vendors to be trained by BBMP
and FSSAI on cleanliness and food safety

Initiative to be implemented zone-wise; vendors will have to receive certification

STAFF REPORTER
BENGALURU
Street vendors in the city
have to undergo a training
programme organised by
the BBMP and the Food Safe-
ty and Standards Authority
of India (FSSAI) to promote
safe and clean street food.
According to BBMP offi-
cials, street vendors have to
undergo mandatory training
and receive certification for
the same. The initiative will
be implemented zone wise.

The BBMP said the initiative
will be launched once the
survey of street vendors is
completed in all the zones of

Bengaluru.
Muralidhar K., Deputy
Commissioner  (Welfare),

told The Hindu, “The initia-
tive is being taken up as per
the new guidelines of the
Deendayal Antyodaya Yoja-
na - National Urban Liveli-
hoods Mission (DAY-NULM)
where an FSSAI team will
train street vendors on the

safe parameters to be fol-
lowed while preparing food.
Those without the FSSAI cer-
tification will not be allowed
to vend.”

“The vendors will be gi-
ven extensive training,
which includes how to tie up
with online food ordering
and delivery platforms like
Swiggy and Zomato. This in-
creases their presence. Cus-
tomers can rate and review
them on the app so people
will know which street ven-

dors provide safe and clean
food,” Mr Muralidhar K.
explained.

BBMP officials said that
the survey of street food ven-
dors has already begun in a
few zones in Bengaluru.

S. Babu, president of Ben-
galuru Urban District Street
Vendors’ Federation, said
that while the conditions un-
der FSSAI are stringent for
street food vendors, it is a
good move as it is in the in-
terest of public health.

Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav
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RISE  06:07 SET 18:41
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RISE 06:07 SET 18:40 FINE SUITS
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RISE  06:08 SET 18:40
\_ RISE 22:47 SET 10:46

Bengaluru Weather max min

Tumakuru 31 23
Mysuru 30 20
Bengaluru 28 20

Bengaluru Today

28°C The weather will be
comfortable but humid. Night
will be pleasant. Short spell of
light rain or thundershower is a
chance at few places.

Bengaluru Tomorrow

29°C The weather will be
mostly dry Day will be slight
wrm and humid. Night will be
pleasant.

Happy
Independence
Day

Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.

BEL WISHES ITS STAKEHOLDERS A VERY
HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. THG
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher &
Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch
for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.
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Four held for pulling 75 E-buses hit the city roads
down Tipu’s cutout

One of the
accused says Tipu
Sultan was not a
freedom fighter

STAFF REPORTER
BENGALURU

A group of miscreants
pulled down cutout of Tipu
Sultan put up by Karnataka
Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee (KPCC) as part of a series
of cutouts of several free-
dom fighters across the city
to mark the party’s padaya-
tra to mark the 75th Inde-
pendence Day on Monday.
Self-styled Hindutva activist
Puneeth Kerehalli, who has
floated an outfit called Rash-
tra Rakshana Pade, turned
up with a band of his follow-
ers at K. R. Circle and Hud-
son Circle on Saturday late
night and pulled down the
cutout of Tipu Sultan.

He also broadcast it live
on social media platforms,
where he expressed outrage
over considering Tipu Sul-
tan as a freedom fighter.

However, he said they
should instead put up cu-
touts of Kittur Rani Chen-

READER’S MAIL

Railway timetable

Sir, — A few days back,
there was an
announcement that all
services provided in the
pre-pandemic regime will
be resumed by the
Railways. This is heartening
news. However, a number
of new trains have been
announced and a handful
of them have been
suspended since July 2017.
Because of COVID-19 for
almost three years, the
trains are running without a
regular time table. In view
of the big gap between 2017
and 2022, the public is
totally in the dark about the
railway timings. Ever since

Man feared
drowned in
Ghataprabha

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BELAGAVI

A man was feared drowned
in the Ghataprabha in Chik-
kalgundi village of Bagalkot
district on Sunday.

The family members of
38-year-old Basappa Hirka-
navar have lodged a com-
plaint with the police stat-
ing that he went missing on
Saturday evening.

They suspected that he
may have been devoured
by crocodiles in the river.
He had gone to the ri-
verbed to remove the irri-
gation pumpset that was
fixed to the ground.

Meanwhile, officers in-
creased the outflow from
Almatti reservoir to reduce
the pressure on the back-
waters. The water levels in
the Krishna and its tribu-
taries are stable, despite
the reduced rainfall in the
catchment areas.

namma and Sangolli Rayan-

na, which were also among

the series of cutouts adorn-
ing the street sides.

KPCC president D. K. Shi-
vakumar and Bengaluru Ru-
ral MP D. K. Suresh con-
demned the incident and
demanded legal action
against the miscreants. “Ti-
pu Summer Palace in the ci-

ty, which is maintained by

the Archaeology Depart-
ment of the Union Govern-
ment, has been decorated
and honoured Tipu Sultan’s
contribution to the freedom
struggle. Despite that, such
instances are allowed to

happen in the presence of

police officials,” Mr. Shiva-
kumar lamented.

The Halasuru Gate police
have registered a case and
arrested four persons, in-
cluding Puneeth Kerehalli.
However, before his arrest,
a defiant Kerehalli defended
his action and said that Tipu
Sultan was not a freedom
fighter, and his act was to
avenge objections raised to
the photograph of V. D. Sa-
varkar at a mall in Shiva-
mogga on Saturday.

the Railway Budget was
combined with General
Budget, no announcements
are made by the Railways.
Hence it would be very
ideal that Railways
introduces a fresh set of
time tables to help people
plan their travel by both
express and passenger
trains. Can we expect the
Railways comes out with
new timetables of all
divisions and zone-wise
services?

A. RAJAGOPAL,
Bengaluru

Readers can email to
letters.bangalore
@thehindu.co.in

These have been inducted under FAME-2 scheme on gross cost contract basis

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

The Bengaluru Metropolitan
Transport Corporation
(BMTC), which is celebrating
its silver jubilee, introduced
75 e-buses on Sunday. The
buses are inducted under
FAME-2 scheme on gross
cost contract basis. A total of
300 buses will be inducted
under the scheme. The

BMTC has branded the new
service as “Astra”.

fact sheet

B The 12-metre no-AC

electric buses have 40
seating capacity

i W For the first time, the

corporation is running
buses with wheelchair
ramp

B Other features of the bus

include vehicular tracking
system, CCTV, LED route
display, and others

In the first phase, 75 buses
are being operated from Ye-
lahanka depot. Routes such
as Majestic to Vidyaranayap-
ura, Shivajinagar to Yelahan-
ka, Yelahanka to Majestic,
and others have been identi-
fied to run the buses.

The 12-metre no-AC elec-

The newly launched BMTC e—bu in Bnauru on Sunday.

Free bus service today

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

The BMTC, which is cele-
brating its silver jubilee, is
providing free bus services
on Monday. The public can
travel in all types of buses

without buying a ticket. The
corporation will run buses
as per schedule on all the
routes, including AC buses
to Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport. BMTC Direc-
tor (IT) Surya Sen A.V. said,

tric buses have 40 seating
capacity. For the first time,
the corporation is running
buses with  wheelchair
ramp. Other features of the

bus include vehicular track-
ing system, CCTV, LED route
display, and others. Under
the scheme, each bus has re-
ceived a subsidy of 55 lakh

K. MURALI KUMAR

per bus from the centre and
the State government has gi-
ven ¥33.33 lakh. Switch Mo-
bility Automotive Limited, a
subsidiary of Ashok Leyland,
will operate the buses for a
period of 12 years. The BMTC
will pay an operational cost
of T49 per km for operating
the bus for 225 km per day
that includes electricity
charges.

In the future, the rest of
the e-buses will be operated
from Yeshwantpur, Kengeri
depots and from Central Silk
Board bus stand.

BMTC to lease 921
e-buses under
Grand Challenge

CM says vehicle
numbers will
outnumber
humans

in 3.5 years

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

The State government has
given approval to the Ben-
galuru Metropolitan Tran-
sport Corporation (BMTC)
to lease 921 electric buses
(e-buses) under the ‘Grand
Challenge’ initiative of the
Union government.

The BMTC had applied
for leasing 1500 e-buses
and Convergence Energy
Services Limited (CESL), a
public sector undertaking
under the Ministry of Pow-
er, has given approval for
leasing 921 buses.

On Sunday, while ad-
dressing a gathering on the
occasion of launching the
new e-bus services in the
city, Chief Minister Basava-
raj Bommai said that the
State government has given
its approval for the corpo-
ration to lease the e-buses.

Each bus will get a subsidy
of ¥39 lakh per bus and the
corporation has to bear the
operational cost of I41 per
km to the operator.

The new buses are likely
to hit the road next year.
The corporation will re-
ceive support from the
State government for in-
duction of 840 BSVI diesel
buses in the coming days. :

In his speech, the Chief :
Minister said that in three- :
and-a-half years, the vehi-
cle numbers in the city will
outnumber the human
population. He said that
the city is growing at a fast
rate, and more than 1.25
crore people are living in
the city and new vehicles
are hitting roads in thou-
sands every day. Vehicle
numbers have already
crossed over 1.04 crore. He
said that in order to give
impetus to the public tran-
sport system, the State go-
vernment will come out
with a comprehensive mo-
bility plan to address issues
of commuting by involving
all the government agen-
cies concerned.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to notify for the general information of
public that, one Smt. Renuka Devi W/o Late
Prabhakar Reddy has purchased the Schedule
Property from Smt.Aruna R. M. Punja W/o Rama
Mohan Punja vide Registered Document No.
32077/2003-04, dated 13-02-2004, registered in
the office of SRO Kengeri and she has conveyed
the Schedule Property in favour of Vijaya kumar
.K. S/o Krishnappa A., R/o #1242, 8th Cross, 4th
Main near SBI Bank Chandra Layout Bangalore
North Taluk-560040 and handed over all the
documents pertaining to the schedule property.
Vijaya kumar K., has been lost Sale Deed
Document 32077/2003-04, dated 13-02-2004,
and itwas misplaced in his home, after due search
of the said document he could not found the same,
for which he has lodged Police complaint on
04-08-2022, before jurisdictional Police Station,
Bangalore and the said police authority has
issued acknowledgement for the same vide Lost
ReportNo. 0285468/2022.
Any person or Group of Persons or institutions
having find or any Right Title, interest Charge,
Lien and minor claims whatsoever over the
schedule property may lodge his’her and their/its
claim to the undersigned with documentary proof
within period of 15 days from the date of this
publication failing which it will be presumed that
here are no objections/Claims, disputes In respect
of the schedule property.

SCHEDULE PROPERTY:
All that piece and parcel of the Property being the
residential converted site No. 11, measuring East
to West 40ft., North to South 60ft., total measuring
2400sft., Khatha No.1324, carved out of Sy No.
24, vide conversion order No. B. Dis. ALN/SR(S)
14/1996-97, dated 10-10-1996, situated at
Mylasandra Village Kengeri Hobli, Bangalore
South Taluk presently under the Administrative
Jurisdiction of Rajarajeshwarinagar Municipal
Council, Bangalore and including all Civic
amenities and bounded on the:
Eastby ::-SiteNo.10,
Westby ::-SiteNo.12,
North by ::-Private Property,
South by ::-Road,

SHESHAPPAGOUDA PATIL, Advocate
R.R. Nagar, Bangalore-560098,
Mobile No. : 9480117041,

ANNEXURE -10
POSSESSION NOTICE [SECTION13(4)]
(For Immovable property)

Whereas:-

The undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the Canara Bank under
Securitisation And Reconstruction of Financial Assests and Enforcement
of Security Interest Act, 2002 (Act 54 of 2002) (hereinafter referred to as “the
Act’) and in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(12) read with Rule
3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued a Demand Notice
dated 21.12.2021 calling upon the borrowers 1). Sri. G.S. Ananda Ramu,
Slo. Sri .G.N. Srinivasa Setty 2). GS Subbaraju Guptha, S/o. Sri. G.N.
Srinivasa Setty residents of Yalanadu to repay the amount mentioned in the
notice, being Rs.14,53,890.62 ( Rupees Fourteen Lakh Fifty Three Thousand
Eight Hundred Ninty and Paise Sixty Two Only) with further interest rate 8.80%
p.a compounded at monthly rests from 20.12.2021, Within 60 days from the date

of receipt of the said notice.

The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the
borrower and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of
the property described herein below, in exercise of powers conferred on him/her
under section 13(4) of the said Act, read with Rule 8 & 9 of the said Rule on this

12th AUG 2022.

The borrower in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned, not to
deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the
charge of Canara Bank for an amount of Rs.14,53,890.62 ( Rupees Fourteen
Lakh Fifty Three Thousand Eight Hundred Ninty and Paise Sixty Two Only) as on

20.12.2021 and interest thereon.

The borrower’s attention is invited to the provisions of Section 13(8) of the Act, in
respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.

Description of the Inmovable Property
All that part and parcel of the property consisting of Asst. No.271/347, in
Yalanadu, Huliyar Hobli, C.N.Hally Taluk, Tumkur District, Extent: East to west: 49

feet and North to South: 25 feet
Bounded by:

East: Lingarajappa’s House, West: Galli and Gangadharaiah’s House,
North: Own Property, South: Guru Sidda Rameswara Samithi’s Property

DATE: 12.08.2022
PLACE: HULIYAR

Authorised Officer

Sd/- CANARA BANK
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Now the tricolour has been hoisted,
it must not be lowered

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru

(In the Lahore Session of Congress,
on the banks of Ravi River on 31 December, 1929)

Happy
Independence Day

to all the people of Rajasthan and the Nation

‘ Tricolour is the symbol of social harmony and unity in diversity with respect

to all religions, castes, classes and regions of our country and this should be
the identity of every Indian. In the many development works done in the
75 years of independence, we have never left these values. Let us
contribute to the dignity of the tricolour in the true sense, by embodying

these basicprinciples as our identity. ,
Ashok Gehlot, Chief Minister

Department of Information & Public Relations, Rajasthan

D @

Rajasthan Samwad
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KUMAR BURADIKATTI
KALABURAGI

The tricolour was officially
hoisted across the subconti-
nent to celebrate Indepen-
dence on August 15, 1947. Ho-
wever, the act continued to
be an offence in some areas
in Karnataka, Maharashtra,
and Telangana that were part
of the princely state of Hyde-
rabad. For, Mir Osman Ali
Khan, then Nizam, had re-
fused to integrate his state
with the newborn country.
So, thousands in these areas
continued their fight, while
the rest of the country cele-
brated Independence.

As part of this struggle, a
few people led by Baurao Pa-
til, associated with Dayanan-
da Saraswati’s Arya Samaj,
hoisted the tricolour at his
village Honnalli and neigh-
bouring Halagorta in Bidar
district. To punish those in-
volved, the Nizam’s police,
along with Isamuddin, the lo-

On the 75th anniversary of India’s Independence, The Hindu looks back at some people and movements in Karnataka that
contributed their mite to the freedom movement

Gorta - where the ‘offence’ of hoisting flag led to a massacre

Attack by Razakars and the counter-attack by residents resulted in the death of many in this village, now in Bidar district, on May 9, 1948

(From left) The project to build

cal leader of Razakars (a priv-
ate armed militia formed and
led by Kasim Razvi, which
was independent of the Ni-
zam government but stood
firmly in support of it) came
to Honnalli to arrest Patil and
others but could not find
them. The Razakars then
ransacked Patil’s house.
Within a few days, Patil
and his associates retaliated,

a memor

targeting Isamuddin, who
was based in neighbouring
Gorta village and serving as
the local commander of Ra-
zakars in around eight villag-
es. The team ambushed Isa-
muddin and killed him near
Dhannur-Muchalamba area
when he was travelling back
from Basavakalyan to Gorta.
The Razakars suspected
that Patil was tipped off

ial for the people who were I<illed i_n. Razakars' a-t-tack- a

about Isamuddin’s travel by
the people of Gorta and de-
cided to retaliate by targeting
the villagers. Suspecting at-
tack, some people had left
Gorta and others had begun
preparation for self-defence.
The house of Sahukar Maha-
devappa Dumani was the
centre of counter-Razakars ac-
tivities in the village. Mahade-
vappa himself had left for So-

Social reforms formed the basis
of freedom struggle in Mysore

Nationalistic
awakening due to
works of Gandhiji,
Nehru had
kindled patriotism

R. KRISHNA KUMAR
MYSURU

The freedom struggle in the
princely state of Mysore was
not marked by violent
upheavals as in some parts
of the country and the spirit
of nationalism was kindled
in a slow process alongside
social reforms.

The patriotic spirit and
verve being rekindled to
mark the 75th anniversary of
Independence Day had a dif-
ferent flavour in the decades
leading to Independence in
Mysore region whose entry
into the mainstream freedom
struggle was relatively late.

But historians aver that
notwithstanding the delayed
entry of the princely state of
Mysore into the freedom
struggle, the nationalistic
awakening due to the works
of Mahatma Gandhi and Ja-
waharlal Nehru had kindled
patriotism among the masses.

Congress leaders from the
region were at the forefront
of ushering in social reforms
and shaping public opinion
towards the large cause of at-

‘o

Statue of Mahatma Gandhi leading the Dandi March installed

at Freedom Park at Subbarayanakere Ground in Mysuru which
was the epicentre during Quit India Movement. =wm.A. srRIRAM

taining freedom from the
British.

Tagadur Ramachandra
Rao was among the promi-
nent leaders from Mysore
who cast a spell on the peo-
ple of the region through his
activism, according to N.S.
Rangaraju, former Dean, De-
partment of Ancient History
and Archaeology, University
of Mysore.

He said that inspired by
the works of Mahatma Gand-
hi and his call for Swadeshi,
Rao who used to sell only fo-
reign goods on a pushcart,
made a bonfire of it and won
the admiration of the people.

Rao was joined by M.N.
Jois and they worked for the
abolition of untouchability
and promoted the entry of
Dalits temples at T. Narsipur
and Nanjangud. “This
evoked hostility from the up-
per caste men who subject-

ed the two to ridicule be-
sides tormenting them or
assaulting them,” said Prof.
Rangaraju.

For cause of Dalits

Rao started a Khaddar Sa-
hakara Sangha at Tagadur
which came into promi-
nence and became a source
of livelihood for scores of pe-
ople in the village. According
to the Mysore Gazetteer, Rao
took up the cause of the Da-
lits and led many agitations
calling for ending untoucha-
bility which also represented
the wider nationalistic cause

during the freedom
movement.
When Gandhiji toured My-

sore region in 1927, he propa-
gated the use of khadi and a
khadi production unit was
established at Badanwal.

In 1928, Rao opposed the
visit of the Simon Commis-

sion and published a booklet
opposing its visit besides ad-
dressing a public gathering.
For this, he was arrested and
jailed and thus became the
first political prisoner in My-
sore state, according to the
gazetteer.

Thus the freedom struggle
in the region saw two villag-
es coming to the fore — Taga-
dur due to its association
with Rao and Badanwal
where the Khadi unit was es-
tablished and was visited by
Gandhiji — once in 1927 and
again in 1934. The social
works and activism of the
Congress helped prepare the
ground for larger involve-
ment of the masses and this
came to the fore in 1942
when the Quit India Move-
ment was launched. The
Subbarayanakere Grounds
was the epicentre of the
movement and large gather-
ings while the Maharaja’s
College hostel emerged as
the nuclei for planning out
the agitations.

People in Mysore by now
had galvanised themselves
behind the national move-
ment and there was a surge
in student participation, the
seeds of which were sown
through social reforms and
activism decades earlier and
helped shape public opinion
to rally behind the Congress
for Independence.

A case of history buried literally

There is no trace of Jakani Bavi, where the British shot 3 bravehearts, in Dharwad

GIRISH PATTANASHETTI
HUBBALLI

When people as well as the
administration become in-
sensitive to history and its
significance, ancient struc-
tures that are witness to im-
portant historical incidents
get buried. This is what has
happened in the case of ‘Ja-
kani Bavi’ (Jakani well) in
Dharwad - it has been liter-
ally buried.

If you ask any resident of
Dharwad for Jakani Bavi,
they will guide you to the
place or give directions. And
as you reach the place, you
see various shops and com-
mercial establishments dis-
playing boards having Jakani
Bavi Road or circle men-
tioned on them. But if you
stop to look for the old well
that was known as Jakani Ba-
vi, you will see no trace of it.

Faced the bullets

It was at this very junction,
way back in July 1921, that
three freedom fighters and
activists of the Khilafat
Movement laid their lives.
Mallikasab bin Mardansab,
Goususab bin Khadarsab,
and Abdul Gaffar Chautai
were those bravehearts who
faced the bullets of the Brit-
ish forces and lost their lives
on July 1, 1921. They were
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in Dharwad. =GIRISH PATTANASHETTI

among the large crowd that
had gathered for picketing
before an arrack shop near
Jakani Bavi in Dharwad to re-
gister their protest against
the arrest of six of their fel-
low activists. Those were the
days when the non-coopera-
tion movement had spread
across the country and Dhar-
wad residents had begun ac-
tively participating in it. The
firing resulted in the death of
three and injuries to 39
people.

But now, Jakani Bavi,
which was ‘witness’ to the
use of brutal force by the
British and the sacrifice of
the Khilafat activists has
been buried. The levelled

»

The present-day status of what once was historic Jakani Bavi

S
e s

land is now the property of a
community association.

The only matter of solace
is that there is a memorial in-
stalled for the three martyrs
and at one corner is the sign-
board which says ‘Hutaatma-
ra Vrutta’ (martyrs’ circle).

Well to ‘dustbin’
It was more than 15 years ago
that the municipal authori-
ties felt that the well, which
once supplied water to the
entire locality, had turned in-
to a “dustbin” and in the inter-
est of the “health” of the peo-
ple it should be filled up.
However, 56-year-old Na-
rayan Gudipati, who runs a
salon at the circle, did not

feel so. He felt that the well
could be revived if it was
cleaned and restored, and
approached authorities to
preserve it. But they were in
no mood to listen and did
not realise the significance of
the well too.

“My grandmother Anja-
namm used to tell us about
how the well catered to the
needs of the locality. She al-
so has faint memory of the
police firing,” said Sujata Gu-
dipati, wife of Mr. Gudipati.
Her grandparents’ house is
just a few feet away from
what used to be Jakani Bavi.

According to Mr. Gudipa-
ti, the well was an ancient
one which had the provision
for having a bath also. “Our
elders used to tell us that pe-
ople used to take bath before
entering the Tungabha-
dreshwar temple. Even now
if you dig a few feet at this
place, water will ooze out,”
he said.

Mr. Gudipati did not re-
ceive support from the local
residents as they were afraid
of going against a local polit-
ician belonging to a domi-
nant community, which
wanted the land. “I was
alone and I being a small per-
son, did not have the re-
sources and strength to fight
against mighty,” he said.

nd install a statu
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lapur soon after the murder of
Isamuddin, leaving behind his
servants who were armed
with guns at the house.

The day of attack

On May 9, 1948, armed force-
s of Razakars who were mo-
bilised from around a dozen
villages attacked Gorta from
all sides. Upon hearing the
gunshots, hundreds of people

A

e of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel at Gorta village in
Basavakalyan taluk of Bidar district has remained incomplete; Sahukar Mahadevappa Dumani's house that protected many people; and Jarnatappa Dhulappa
Rajeshware, one of the few survivors of the attack. =kumar BURADIKATTI

rushed to Mahadevappa’s
house and locked themselves
inside. The massive house,
built with heavy stone blocks,
was no less than a fort. Those
who were outside the house
had to face the wrath of ad-
vancing Razakars. Many villag-
ers, including the village
heads, were killed in the at-
tack and counter-attack. The
clash began at about 9 a.m.

and went on till the sunset.

Unable to prevail over the
fighters at Mahadevappa’s
house in the gunfight, the Ra-
zakars retreated from the vil-
lage in the evening. When
they returned with reinforce-
ment the next morning, the
entire village was deserted.
All the people, including
those in Mahadevappa’s
house, had fled. Most had
crossed the borders of Hyde-
rabad state and taken shelter
at Solapur, Washim, and
Pune. They returned only af-
ter the princely state was an-
nexed by India.

While there is no clear pic-
ture of the number of people
killed, it is estimated to be
around 200 by K.M. Munshi,
Agent-General of Govern-
ment of India in Hyderabad,
in his book, The End of an
Era - Hyderabad Memoirs.
Virupakshayya Shivalingayya
Matapathi, a drama and mus-
ic teacher of Gorta, who was

a witness to the clash, listed
20 people and described the
sequence of events in his book
published in 2014. Acharya
Khanderao Kulkarni, in his
book, has said that at least 50
people were killed.

Living memory

Speaking to The Hindu at his
house at Gorta, Jarnatappa
Dhulappa Rajeshware, an 85-
year-old survivor of the at-
tack, recalled the incident,
complete with names, and
said that the casualties were
from both sides. “Hundreds
of people were killed in the
attack and counter-attack on
both sides. We have, at the
local panchayat, displayed
the names of only 20 victims
who belonged to Lingayats
and Brahmin communities,”
Mr. Rajeshware said. The
project of building a memo-
rial in the village for those
killed in Razakars' attack has
remained incomplete.

Vidurashwatha firing changed course
of freedom movement in Mysore state

32 people were
killed in police
firing for trying to
hoist the tricolour

K.V. ADITYA BHARADWA]
BENGALURU

Vidurashwatha witnessed a
ghastly “massacre” — as de-
scribed by eyewitnesses — of
32 freedom fighters in police
firing for trying to hoist the
tricolour on April 25, 1938.
This was also one of the rare
instances when the Con-
gress-led freedom move-
ment was violently sup-
pressed in the Mysore
kingdom under the rule of
Krishnaraja Wadiyar IV and
Sir Mirza Ismail as the Di-
wan. Vidurashwatha subse-
quently came to be known as
the Jallianwala Bagh of South
India.

Shivapura convention

Following the 1938 Haripura
Congress convention’s reso-
lution, Mysore Pradesh Con-
gress was established and its
talks with the Mysore admi-
nistration broke down with
Mirza Ismail rejecting their
demands to establish a Ja-
vabdari Sarkara (responsi-
ble government) and allow
the hoisting of the tricolour
across the state. To protest
this, the Congress held a

A cenotaph at Vidurashwatha
in memory of the martyrs.
= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

convention at Shivapura in
Mandya district in the se-
cond week of April 1938.
Then Deputy Commissioner
Inayatullah Mehkri report-
edly refused to open fire at
the peaceful convention for
breaking prohibitory orders
and was transferred out. The
Shivapura convention saw
several leaders hoist the tri-
colour and get arrested. The
convention was followed by
similar programmes to hoist
the tricolour across the
state.

Congress leaders of Gauri-
bidanur decided to hoist the
tricolour at Vidurashwatha
during the annual rathotsa-
va and cattle fair that year
from April 15 to 29 to gain
more traction. However, the
Amaldar Magistrate of Gauri-
bidanur imposed prohibito-
ry orders and all Congress

leaders who were trying to
organise the flag day were ar-
rested from April 18. Two
leaders who led large pro-
cessions towards Vidurash-
watha — Ramaiah Setty and
Jvalaiah — were arrested on
April 23, leading to large-
scale protests and mobilisa-
tion which converged at Vid-
urashwatha on April 25.
Amid heavy police deploy-
ment, local leaders Sooran-
na, Narayana Swamy, Srini-
vasarao, and K. Subbarao
hoisted the tricolour and
were arrested, making the
crowds agitated.

The magistrate ordered a
lathi-charge on the crowd
when they retaliated with
stone-pelting. District Supe-
rintendent of Police A.S.
Khalil fired at the crowd with
his service revolver and soon
the firing began — a total of
96 rounds — killing 32 peo-
ple, recounted an official ac-
count of the event published
by the Archeology, Museum
and Heritage Department,
Government of Karnataka.
However, then Mysore go-
vernment disputed the num-
ber of deaths and recorded it
to be only 10.

Mirza-Patel pact

Following the ghastly “mas-
sacre”, Mahatma Gandhi
sent Sardar Vallabhbhai Pa-
tel and Acharya Kripalani to

Mysore and this led to Mirza-
Patel pact, in which the My-
sore government accepted
the demand to hoist the tri-
colour across the state along
with the Mysore flag, recog-
nised the Congress as a polit-
ical party, among other de-
mands. The second
convention of Mysore Con-
gress was held in Vidurash-
watha in 1939.

Today, a memorial for the
32 people killed in the shoot-
ing stands at Vidurashwatha.
A gallery, Veera Soudha,
depicting the entire sweep of
the history of freedom strug-
gle was installed at the venue
in 2009. The gallery, which
is a symbol of freedom strug-
gle, recently became a site of
ideological contest, as it
came under attack by Hin-
dutva groups who took ob-
jection to some exhibits at
the gallery. Hindutva groups
allegedly threatened to burn
down the gallery if seven ex-
hibits — two on Mahatma
Gandhi’s murder, one on
Hindu communalism, two
on Tipu Sultan, an exhibit
about a young Muslim boy
facing sedition in Hydera-
bad, and another exhibit on
Adivasi struggles — were not
removed and an exhibit hail-
ing the contribution of V.D.
Savarkar was not added. Ho-
wever, no changes have been
made at the gallery.

‘Nagar rebellion’: A forgotten peasants
movement against harsh taxation

Budi Basveppa Nayaka revolted against the British, native rulers backed by them

SATHISH G.T.
HASSAN

The people’s struggle against
the British and the native
kings who ruled on behalf of
the imperial regime has a
long history of bloodshed
and sacrifice. Among them,
the rebellion of peasants in
the Malnad region of Karnata-
ka — called ‘Nagar rebellion’ —
against the taxation and inhu-
man practices of the rulers to
extract taxes in 1830-31, de-
serves a prominent place.

The rebellion, which
forced the Mysuru rulers and
the British to deploy heavy
force, ended in the death of
at least 250 people, though
there were statements by
officers to suggest a higher
toll.

Nagar, now in Shivamogga
district, was the headquar-
ters of a district in the begin-
ning of the 19th century.
Then it was part of the My-
sore state, which was under
indirect British rule. Prior to
this, the district was under
the Keladi rulers. Hyder Ali
conquered Keladi kingdom
in 1763 and it stayed briefly
with them till his son Tipu
Sultan’s death in 1799 at the
hands of the British. Later,

Nagar continued with My-
sore state, as per the treaty
between the Mysore rulers
and the British.

Better times

Before becoming part of the
Mysore kingdom, Keladi
Nayaks had a distinct land
revenue system, which was
considered relatively “pro-
people”. However, the new
tax regime and brutal meth-
ods adopted to extract tax,
led to unrest in Nagar.

Budi Basveppa Nayaka,
who claimed himself “king
of Nagar”, organised the
farmers and held several
meetings by mid-1830. He
promised the people a re-
duction in land rents and
compensation for losses.
With an army of 200 people,
he attacked the fort at Anand-
pur, now in Sagar taluk, in Au-
gust 1830. Though his effort to
capture the fort failed, it led
to many such violent clashes
with the rulers.

As clashes increased, the
local officers found it diffi-
cult to contain them. Then
king Krishnaraja Wadiyar III
ordered the officers to act
tough on the rebellions. The
people who refused to pay

taxes were subjected to
grave punishment. By the
end of December 1830, more
than 50 people were killed in
different incidents.

The king himself visited
Channarayapatna in Manja-
rabad district, now Hassan,
on December 18, 1830. He
witnessed a huge gathering
of rebels. The crowd was dis-
persed by resorting to vio-
lence. Five people were exe-
cuted on the spot. Later, the
company government ac-
tively joined the efforts to
quell the rebellion. Lieute-
nant Rochfort, who was a re-
sident of the Mysore king-
dom, advised the Mysore
rulers on how to tackle the
rebellion. They eventually
succeeded to recapture forts
conquered by the rebels.

During one such incident
at Honnali, now in Davan-
gere district, on March 12,
1831, the Mysore army cap-
tured 180 rebels from a fort
and a temple. Of them, 99
were later hanged on the road
towards Shikaripur. This is
one of the major incidents of
violence during the rebellion.
By April 1831, the rulers man-
aged to taken back Nagar un-
der their control.

»

The British government
had constituted a committee
to probe into the rebellion
and submit a report. The
committed in its report,
based on testimonials and
written sources, noted that
240 people were killed dur-
ing the rebellion. The then
Diwan of Mysuru had sub-
mitted that 164 had been
killed. However, one officer
in charge of Nagar had
claimed that he alone had
killed more than 700 insur-
gents. The rebels had also
killed many civil servants.
Following the rebellion, the
Mysore state went under the
control of the British in 1831.
The king handed over the
rule to the company on Oc-
tober 19, 1831. For the next
50 years, the state was under
the direct rule of the British.

A few accounts

The story of Budi Basveppa
and the massacre is in me-
mory of old people. D.B.
Shankarappa, a retired
teacher and former president
of Shivamogga district Kanna-
da Sahitya Parishat, has
penned two novels based on
the life of Budi Basveppa and
Honnali massacre.
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Indelible memories of Mahatmas visit to Tirupati

In honour of the momentous occasion on September 28, 1921, the main commercial street was renamed Gandhi Road

A.D. RANGARAJAN
TIRUPATI

The air was festive on Sep-
tember 28, 1921 in Peddan-
gadi Veedhi (then called
‘Pedda Bazar’), the main
commercial street in the lit-
tle village of Tirupati ahead
of the arrival of Mahatma
Gandhi. The crowd was
bursting at the seams with
people walking all the way
from the nearby villages to
see the man who filled pa-
triotism in every heart.

It was a momentous occa-
sion for the residents to
watch the Mahatma walk
along with them and ad-
dress a public meeting.
There were street light
points at major junctions,
which are known today as
Balaji Colony Circle, Town

Club Circle, Hathiramji Mutt
(Poola Matam) and Nalugu-

kalla Mandapam.
Metal cauldrons with
burning torches were

placed on tall poles installed
at these spots. Gandhiji
walked under the bright-
ness of these street lights. It
was in memory of his visit
that the street was renamed
as ‘Gandhi Road’, which is
known by this name even
today.

Rousing reception

Tatigari Pala Ramakrish-
naiah Mandadi, a staunch
Gandhian running a tea out-
let here, made arrange-
ments for the meeting and
accorded a rousing recep-
tion to the Mahatma for that
historic event. The tea shop

Grand celebrations: Tatigari Pala Ramakrishnaiah Mandadi
celebrating Independence Day in 1961. =SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

transformed into ‘Ramak-
rishna Bakery’ after inde-
pendence and remained a

popular hangout for those
with nationalist thoughts till
the late 1970s.

Karnataka govt. under fire for dropping
Nehru, Tipu from list of freedom fighters

Not included because ex-PM was responsible for Partition, says BJP

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

The dropping of Jawaharlal
Nehru from the list of free-
dom fighters in the State go-
vernment’s media advertise-
ment that appeared on
Sunday came under sharp
criticism from progressive
writers and the Congress,
which sought an apology
from Chief Minister Basava-
raj Bommai. The ruling BJP,
however, defended it, stating
that Nehru was dropped as
he was responsible for
Partition.

In an open letter to the
Chief Minister, a host of pro-
gressive thinkers and writers
said that dropping Nehru
was shocking and showed
that the BJP government in
the State was working for
RSS.

“This is the next step after
attempting to tweak and
twist history in textbooks
and an attempt to erase Neh-
ru from the pages of history.
To not acknowledge Nehru’s
contribution in the freedom
struggle and as Prime Minis-
ter is an insult to history. The
BJP government is struggling
to peddle lies as history. Ab-

sence of Ti-
pu Sultan
in the list
of freedom
fighters
from Kar-
nataka
smacks of
the BJP’s
pre-con-
ceived no-

\

Siddaramaiah

tion,” they said.

Telling the Chief Minister
that dropping Nehru from
the list of freedom fighters
displayed cheap politics,
Leader of the Opposition in
the Legislative Assembly Sid-
daramaiah said: “Is this the
level of slavery to safeguard
the chair? When we thought
slavery ended with the Brit-
ish, Mr. Bommai proved eve-
ryone wrong by showing
that he is still a slave to RSS.
Mr. Bommai, why did you
drop the name of RSS foun-
der K.B. Hedgewar, who was
imprisoned in 1921 and 1931?
Because his opposition to tri-
colour flag would tumble
out?”

Taking to Twitter, he said:
“Mr. Bommai you should re-
member that Nehru took
part in the freedom struggle

and spent 9 years in jail. He
was not a coward like your
V.D. Savarkar to apologise
and fall at the feet of British-
ers to get out of jail. Savarkar
gets position in the front
row. But Baba Saheb who
fought for freedom by being
the voice of marginalised
sections gets placed in the
last row.” Only Savarkar’s
name from the sangh in the
list of freedom fighters also
laid bare the Sangh’s contri-
bution to freedom struggle,
he added.

The former Chief Minister
demanded an apology from
Mr. Bommai for insulting
Nehru by not including him
among freedom fighters in
the advertisement that had
been issued from the tax-
payers money.

KPCC president D.K. Shi-
vakumar also demanded an
apology from the Chief Mi-
nister and said that such pet-
ty politics would not bring
honour to the Chief Minis-
ter’s chair.

“You have made an unsuc-
cessful attempt to tweak his-
tory,” he said.

BJP spokesman N. Raviku-
mar, MLC, told reporters

that Nehru’s name had been
deliberately dropped by the
government as he was res-
ponsible for the Partition.
“Since the country is observ-
ing the dark days of Parti-
tion, Nehru was dropped de-
liberately.” Mr. Ravi Kumar
also said that Tipu Sultan
was not a freedom fighter
and, in fact, he had sent Wa-
diyars of Mysuru, who were
freedom fighters, to jail.

HDK reaction
Meanwhile JD (S) leader and
former Chief Minister H.D.
Kumaraswamy  described
the episode of leaving out
Nehru from the list of fight-
ers in media advertisements
as  the “height  of
narrowmindedness”.
Stating that Nehru and his
family had made immense
contribution to the freedom
struggle, Mr. Kumaraswamy
maintained that it was not
proper to drop his name
from the freedom fighters’
list. One should remember
that Nehru had steered the
country forward during
tough times when the coun-
try had just got freedom, he
said.

Madhuswamy’s ‘govt. not functioning
remarks cause embarrassment to BJP

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU/MYSURU

A purported audio of Law
and Parliamentary Affairs
Minister J.C. Madhuswamy,
who is heard telling that “the
government is not function-
ing ” has gone viral on social
media, causing embarrass-
ment to the BJP government.
It has also brought to light
the internal discard in the
party government as it has
triggered a counter-attack at
Mr. Madhuswamy by Coop-
eration Minister ST.
Somashekhar.

The Minister’s purported
conversation with one Bhas-
kar, a resident of Channapat-
na, on phone that has been
recorded and now leaked,
shows the comments of the
Law Minister on the func-
tioning of the government.

“The government is not
working. We are only manag-

Vishwanath: Invite

Deve Gowda to

inaugurate Dasara

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MYSURU

Veteran politician and BJP MLC
A.H. Vishwanath has suggested
that the State government invite
the former Prime Minister H.D.
Deve Gowda to inaugurate this

year’s Dasara celebrations
Mysuru.

“The people of the State will be
happy if the honour of inaugurat-
ing the Dasara festivities is bes-
towed upon Mr. Gowda in the
evening of his public life,” Mr.

Vishwanath said.

cM
K

ing. Because it is only eight
months [for State Assembly
elections] we are just manag-
ing,” Mr. Madhuswamy is
heard telling Mr. Bhaskar,
who had complained to the
Minister about the farm loan
disbursal in VSSN Bank. Mr.
Bhaskar complains to the Mi-
nister that the bank was
charging 1,300 for renewal
of the loan of 350,000, and
sought action against such
collection.

In response, Mr. Madhus-
wamy is heard saying: “I
know all that you are saying.
It is not only in your village
but this is happening across
the State. We have brought it
to the notice of Cooperation
Minister S.T. Somashekar.
But what can we do if he is
yet to take action. They are
putting additional cess on
the loan and recovering in-
terest. They have not spared

me either?” Reacting sharply
to Mr. Madhuswamy’s pur-
ported remarks, Mr. So-
mashekar said in Mysuru
that the State government
under Chief Minister Basava-
raj Bommai was implement-
ing hundreds of pro-
grammes in all departments
and Mr. Madhuswamy him-
self briefed the media about
the same after the Cabinet
meetings that were routinely
held on Thursdays. “Did he
not know that the govern-
ment was crawling whenev-
er he briefs the media? Why
couldn’t he have said the
same then (when he briefs
the media)” he remarked.

Further, Mr. Somashekar
said the Minor Irrigation De-
partment that Mr. Madhus-
wamy heads may be limping
if he was saying so.

The Cooperation Minister
said Mr. Madhuswamy was

under the impression that
there were no experts in the
State. “He thinks he alone is
an expert and he alone is in-
telligent and knowledgable.
He should remove such a
thinking from his mind,” Mr.
Somashekar said, while
pointing out that the Cabinet
had a lot of experienced peo-
ple.

Congress posers
Criticising the government,
the Congress asked: “Is this
an allegation against his own
government or is it helpless-
ness of Minister Madhuswa-
my or is it dissatisfaction
against the governance?” It
is unfortunate that the dou-
ble-engine government has
broken down. “Has it come
to such a situation that the
double-engine government
to just manage?” Congress
questioned.

“His contemporaries
used to recall ‘those were
the days’ kind of anecdotes
and share memories with us
while having a cup of tea,”
says his maternal grandson
P. Kumar, who runs the bak-
ery today.

Painted in Tricolour, the
outlet resembles a museum
with rare black and white
pictures of the freedom
movement dotting the
walls.

Srikalahasti visit
Even after Independence,
Ramakrishnaiah Mandadi
used to observe Indepen-
dence Day and Gandhiji’s
death anniversary with his
own funds every year, on
the same ‘Gandhi Road’.
Gandhiji visited Srikala-

hasti town in May 1929, with
a call to boycott foreign
clothes. In December 1933,
he visited Tirupati again to
mobilise funds for the ‘Hari-
jan movement’.

It was during this trip that
the Mahatma had discussed
with the Devasthanam offi-
cials on temple entry for
Harijans.

Many leaders like Madab-
hushi Anantasayanam Ay-
yangar (Tirupati), Vajravelu
Chetty (Palamaner), R. Go-
vindaswamy Naidu (Para-
meswara Mangalam) and T.
Ramachandra  (Madana-
palle) shot to fame later by
participating in civil disobe-
dience movement and Salt
Satyagraha, but the seeds of
nationalism were sown first
in this ‘Gandhi Road’ event.

Murmu invokes
Kuvempu in address

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

President Droupadi Mur-
mu invoked Jnanpith
award winning Kannada
poet K.V. Puttappa (Ku-
vempu) in her maiden ad-
dress to the country on
the eve of the Indepen-
dence Day on Sunday.

“The great nationalist
poet Kuvempu, who en-
riched Indian literature
through Kannada lan-
guage, had written: Naa-
nu aliwe, Neenu aliwe,
Namma elubugala mele
Mooduvudu - Mooduvu-
du Navabharatda leele,
which means I will pass.
So will you. But on our
bones will arise the great
tale of a new India,” she
said.

“This is a clarion call of
the nationalist poet for
making total sacrifice for
the motherland and
upliftment of fellow citi-
zens. To follow these
ideals is my special ap-
peal to the youth of the
country who are going to
build the India of 2047,”
she said, before conclud-
ing her speech.

Kuvempu =FiLE PHOTO

“Our beloved country
has given us everything
we have in our life. We
should pledge to give eve-
rything we can for the
sake of safety, security,
progress and prosperity
of our country. Our exis-
tence will become mea-
ningful only in building a
glorious India,” she said.

These stanzas of poet
Kuvempu have been
picked from Panchaja-
nya, an anthology of
poems, brought out in
1929 by the highly res-
pected poet known for ra-
tionalism.

Kerala gears up for
Nehru Trophy race

STAFF REPORTER

ALAPPUZHA

Arrangements are in full
swing for the Nehru Trophy
Boat Race (NTBR). Registra-
tion of boats for this year’s
Nehru Trophy Boat Race, to
be held at Punnamada on
September 4, will be held
from August 20 to 25.

The captains’ clinic is
planned for August 27 morn-
ing. Allocation of tracks and
heats, which will be done
through a draw of lots, will
be held in the afternoon of
the same day.

Budget
The Nehru Trophy Boat
Race Society, the organiser
of the event, has proposed a
budget of 32.4 crore for this
year’s event. The Tourism
department will provide 1
crore as a grant for the race.
The organisers said that
they were in process of find-
ing additional funds through

sponsorships and other
means. Online ticket sale
(https://nehrutrophy.nic.in/
pages-en-IN/online_tick-
et.php) which began last
week is getting a good res-
ponse. Ticket sales through
counters in different parts of
Kerala will begin on August
16. Ticket price ranges from
%100 to %3,000.

After two years
The Nehru Trophy Boat
Race will also be the first
race of this year’s Cham-
pions Boat League (CBL).
Both the Nehru Trophy Boat
Race and Champions Boat
League will be held after a
pandemic-induced gap of
two years. The race was last
held on August 31, 2019.

A total of nine snakeboats
and clubs have qualified for
this year’s CBL.

WEATHER WATCH

Forecast for Monday: Heavy to very heavy rainfall at isolated :
places likely over East Rajasthan and West Madhya Pradesh;
heavy to very heavy rainfall at isolated places over Himachal :
Pradesh, East Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra, Goa :
and heavy rainfall at isolated places over Jammu, Kashmir, Pun- :
jab, Jharkhand, Odisha, Assam, Meghalaya and Telangana :

ary RAIN MAX  MIN

Agartala............. 1.0....31.6....26.0
: Ahmedabad........ 2.0....33.1....25.2
: Aizawl......... ....26.6....21.6
: Allahabad.... ....34.8....26.4
: Bengaluru ... 28.7...19.5
: Bhopal.............. 29.9...23.1
: Bhubaneswar.... 43.0....26.7....23.9
: Chandigarh ......... -...35.8....29.2
: Chennai .......... ....36.6....27.8
: Coimbatore. ..32.6....22.5
* Dehradun.......cccc..—... 34.6....25.6
: Gangtok... 26.1....17.9

Goa......... ...29.2....23.8

Guwahati ....35.0....27.2
: Hubballi...... ....27.0....21.0
: Hyderabad .. 30.6....21.6
: Imphal.... 27.5....20.8
* Jaipur. 31.7....24.5
Kochi...... ...30.2....24.8
: Kohima ..o = 26.4....18.0
: Kolkata.............. 3.0....34.0....26.8

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

aTy RAIN  MAX :
Kozhikode........cccueneee —....33.5....25.0 :
Kurnool ... —....31.5...24.2
Lucknow.. ..15.2....36.0....26.5 :
Madurai... ee—...36.0....23.5
Mangaluru... 0...29.4...22.4 :
Mumbai ... .0....30.7....24.8 :
Mysuru .. ..29.0...21.1 :
New Delhi ....34.8....26.2 :
Patna ...... ...35.5...28.2 ¢
Port Blair. .0...30.6....25.8 :
Puducherry .. ...37.2....26.8 :
Pune........ 0...28.2....22.0 :
Raipur ....28.2....24.5
Ranchi..... 298, -
Shillong... ....26.3....19.0 :
Shimla..... —....27.0....21.2 :
Srinagar........... -..32.4...19.8 :
Thiruvananthapuram.. —....30.2....243 :
Tiruchi............. -...37.1...26.5 ¢
Vijayawada .. .0....33.8....25.2 :
Visakhapatnam .......... 4.0....30.6....26.0 :
Yesterday

Pollutants in the air you are breathing

CODE

87 ...

38 ..
59 ..
34 ..
25 ..
20 ..
43 ..

: CITIES s0: NO: CO PM2.5 PM10
* Ahmedabad..... 38 .26 .92 ...46 ...
: Bengaluru....... 21 .30 119 ... - ..
: Chennai.......... .. 9 .18 .20 ...43 ..
B 0 1<11 - .12 .79 ... - .2
¢ Hyderabad...... .. 7 .4 114 .13 ..
: Kolkata........... L5092
¢ Lucknow. 29 78 .34 ..
* Mumbai .. .1 .48 24 426
s Pune. ST T - -
: Visakhapatnam 14 .41 27 .41 ..73

Air Quality Code: M Poor

In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Nandesari,

Gujarat recorded an overall
air quality index (AQl) score :
of 163 indicating a :
moderate level of pollution. :
In contrast, Shillong, :
Meghalaya recorded a

healthy AQI score of 18

Moderate M Good (Readings indicate average AQl)

: S02: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
: making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air
: particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

: and monuments.

: NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

* reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

: CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

. critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

: dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

: PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

: nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
¢ death in people with heart or lung disease :

3 stolen idols traced
to a U.S. museum

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

The Idol Wing CID has
traced three idols, which
had gone missing from a
temple in Tiruvarur district
over 50 years ago, to a mu-
seum in the U.S.

Officials are planning to
bring the idols back through
the UNESCO treaty soon.
While investigating cases
that had been pending for
several years, the wing
looked at the idol theft case
registered in the Vikrapandi-
yam police station by the
Hindu Religious and Charita-
ble Endowment (HR&CE) De-
partment in February 2017.

According to the com-
plaint, three metal idols of
Vishnu, Sridevi and Bhudevi
from the Venugopala Swa-
my temple at Alathur in Ti-
ruvarur had been missing. It
further said that 12 idols be-
longing to the temple were
placed in the custody of Ti-
ruvarur Icon Centre for se-
cure possession. However, it
was found that these three
idols were replaced with
fake ones. Since the case re-
gistered in 2017 had not
made much headway, a pol-
ice team, headed by Deputy
Superintendent of Police

Chandra-
sekaran,
was
formed to
carry out a
probe.
Having
no original
pictures of

the three
. stolen

Vishnuidol, ~ idols, the
which was Idol Wing
stolen from police de-
Venugopala cided to
Swamy temple. check pho-

tographs

and documents available
with the French Institute of
Pondicherry (IFP), and
based on those pictures, the
team then began looking at
images uploaded on web-
sites of museums world-
wide, to check for resem-
blance with the stolen idols.

During the search, they
found images of three idols
resembling those at the Los
Angeles Museum of County
Art in the U.S. Experts certi-
fied that the idols in the im-
ages belonged to the Venu-
gopala Swamy Temple. The
team has submitted the pap-
ers proving the ownership
of the idols to the Tamil Na-
du government.
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(1961 - 2022)

DEATH

V.V.GANESH

PARTNER, GHG Associates, CAs

Attained Siva Sayujyam
on August 14, 2022.

Deeply mourned by
Smt. Meenakshi,
BharaniKrishna,

‘ SriKrishna & family

Mb: 8939901960 / 9884138442

»

OBITUARY & REMEMBRANCE

DEATH
OBITUARY

Shri H Ramakrishna
Formerly ED(CRL/BEL).

Passed away on 13th August,2022.
Deeply mourned by
Sisters, Brothers, Nephews & Niece
drumahirisave@gmail.com

DEATH ANNIVERSARIES
FOURTH YEAR REMEMBRANCE

SHRI. N.R. SRIDHARAN
Farmer Director
{ Inspection & investigation)
Ministry of Corporate Aftairs
who attained Acharyan
Thiruvadi on 15.08.2018
Your Life was o blessing,
Your memary a freasure
you are loved beyond
words ond missed
beyond measure
Your Family
S. MALATHI

Bharath Nallappa, Samahit Nallappa
63850 14000

BANGALORE WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE BOARD

TENDER NOTIFICATION (Through e-Procurement Portal Only)

BWSSB invites tenders from registered eligible contractors for the following works.

Office of the Chief Engineer (WWM)-West, 5th Floor, Cauvery Bhavan, K.G. Road, Bengaluru - 560 009.

SL| s Amount put to tender | | act gate & time for | Date & time for
No, Division IFT Number EMD(InRs.) |Submission of Tender|Opening of Tender
1 WWM-STP (BWSSB/EE(WWW-STP)V.v/PB/266/|__Rs. 82.88 Lakhs 30.08.2022 01.09.2022
V.Valley 2022-23 Date: 10.08.2022 Rs. 1.66 Lakhs upto 5:30 p.m. | after 5:30 p.m.

N

DC & BM

Office of the Chief Engineer (Design), 9th FI

BWSSB/EE(DC & BM)/PB/1989/
2022-23 Date: 04.08.2022

Rs. 81,88,300/-
Rs. 1,63,766/-

Sd/- Executive Engineer(WWM-STP).VV
oor, Cauvery Bhavan,K.G. Road, Bengaluru

- 560 009.
30.08.2022 01.09.2022
upto 4:00 p.m. |after 12:00 Noon

Sd/- Executive Engineer(DC & BM)

office during working hours.

&6

Wear
Mask

(I 6 Feet ) o
'n‘ Follow Physical 'n'
Distancing

The details regarding the tender and participation in the e-procurement portal process can be
obtained by logging on to https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in For further details contact the above

HAVE SYMPTOMS OF COVID-19? CALL APTHAMITRA ON 14410

DIPR/CP/RA/1793/2022-23

Maintain
Hand Hygiene

M BG-BGE
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BEST SERVICE * ASSURED LOWEST PRICES - SINCE 1971 HESPECT

SALUTE!:

TO ALLTHOSE WHO SERVE
THE NATION.

THE CONSUMER DURABLE PEOPLE
F RE E D OM Since 1971 Army, Navy, Airforce, Police,

Doctors, Nursing Staff, State &

Central Government Employees.
BIGGEST DISCOUNTS * BIGGEST BRANDS

Exclusive Gift Worth 1990
On All Purchases Above X1 0,000
(Please Bring Your Id Card).

Offer valid only today.

\\ CASHBACK /} ALL STORES OPEN

[l osBicard O soss FROM 9:30AM - 11PM TODAY
Y orcoanc WISHING EVERYONE, HAPPY 75 YEARS ON INDEPENDENCE

N( N( N r w
FINANCE BONANZA ASSURED GIFTS ON ALL @ LG PRODUCTS' m’“
31900 -
TAKE J 5 . - | 2 urt0 320,000 orr
HOME' ) 4 == ON EXCHANGE OF
CASH BACK INDUCTION OLD TELEVISION & HOME APPLIANCES'
\_ AN _/ \BTSPEAKER  COOKER  STEAMIRON KETTLE  DRY IRON \_ )

BUY ANY LAPTOP BUY ANY MOBILE BUY ANY WASHING MACHINE
& GET & GET & GET
FLAT R N FLAT
P
75 | @ I 52
5/o . %
OFF’ ; “ OFF’
* ON PURCHASE OF METALLIC SMART WATCH WORTH 38,499 *ON PURCHASE OF TWS EARBUDS WORTH 32,999 *ON PURCHASE OF KENﬁAR DRY IRON WORTH 3945
BUY ANY LED TV BUY ANY REFRIGERATOR BUY ANY DRYER

& GET & GET & GET

7%é FLAT | | FLAT
OFF’ OFF’

Amrit Mahotsay
ﬁ |

*ON PURCHASE OF 5.1 SOUNDBAR WORTH 341,999 * ON PURCHASE OF KAFF CHIMNEY WORTH 321,990 *ON PURCHASE OF KENﬁ'AR INDUCTION COOKER WORTH 3,300
BUY ANY KITCHEN APPLIANCE BUY ANY MICROWAVE BUY ANY DISHWASHER
& CET & GET & GET

FLAT
0%
OFF'

* ON PURCHASE OF SMART WATCH WORTH 34,299 *ON PURCHASE oF MBIl ROOM HEATER WORTH 1,890 * ON PURCHASE OF TRIMMER WORTH 3999

BUY ANY AIRCONDITIONER BUY ANY HOME THEATRES/SOUND BAR

% & GET & GET
o FLAT
il
. 3%
OFF

SAMSUNG FREESTYLE

O PROJECTOR SP LSP3B
= @
/A Y b,

mmzszzsm=sszzsss | . et e I
= ——— .
* ON PURCHASE OF 32 HD READY LED WORTH 219,990 * ON PURCHASE OF BLUETOOTH HEAD PHONE WORTH 1,799 SALE PRICE: ?86,990

YR —— - e O~y G Py == Py ——
SIEMENS H&FELE Symphony uves [EIEE] VoA " OGENERAL VOLTAS VOLTAS -beko 4!£cnfrflf Precthi @ o @ %%EBII‘E'S_A!‘-’: { I.';l'_rl'é_; l‘i‘fﬂﬂé HFABER weniar e .> Crompton EEEREE | KAFF

PHATTIBELE PI_I;IEBBAGODI ‘BHARTIYAMALI. MANTRI MALL|  KENGERI ‘SAHAKARANAGAR DODDABALLAPURA‘ELECTRONICCITY KANAKAPURAROAD‘JALAHALLICROSS RTNAGAR ‘BANASHANKARI‘BANNERGHATTAROAD BRIGADE ROAD BASAVANGUDI’GANDHINAGAR HOSURROAD | HRBRLAYOUT | INDIRANAGAR
199009 77747 (PH: 90350 50023 12

PH. 7090000981 | PH:95919.25353| PH:9900977712| PH:9019929882 | PH:7760212888 | PH.9591103536 | PH008220739 | PH:9008220804 |PH:9108065665| PH: 9035499199 |  PH:9035422500 | PH: 90354 99066 | PH: 90354 99244 | PH: 9035499311 | PH: 9035499022 |PH: 90354 99177 | PH: 9035499255

JAYANAGAR | JPNAGAR | KATHRIGUPPE (KORAMANGALA | MALLESHWARAM | MATHIKERE | MARATHALLI | MYSOREROAD | NAGARABHAVI (NELAMANGALA| RAJAJINAGAR | SADASHIVNAGAR | VIJAYANAGAR | YELAHANKA | RAMANAGARA | TUMAKURU KOLAR ~ [CHIKKABALLAPURA HOSUR
PH. 90354 99077 [PH: 9606922698 PH: 90354 99288 | PH: 90354 11200 |  PH: 41411663 | PH:9035222377| PH: 90354 99011| PH: 90354 99188 PH: 90354 99191 | PH:9606922798 | PH: 9035499144| PH: 9035499088 | PH: 96069 22795 | PH: 9036001315] PH: 9606922697 | PH: 90082 18009 | PH: 9008220791  PH: 9591561669 | PH: 04344 243633

BANGALORE: 41411663 * BELAGAVI: 96069 22797 * DAVANGERE: 9591987864 * DHARWAD: 9591987863 * HASSAN: 9606922799 * HUBLI: 90354 99155 * MANDYA: 90082 18157 * MANGALORE: 90354 99211 % MYSORE: 90354 99099 * RAMANAGARA: 9606922697 * SHIVAMOGA: 96069 22796 * TUMAKURU: 90082 18009 * KOLAR: 9008220791 RAICHUR : 90082 20526 * CHIKKABALLAPURA: PH: 9591561669 * BALLARI:
9591561009 * KALABURAGI : 9591526635 * DODDABALLAPURA : 77602 12888 * UDUPI : 9591102828 * HAVERI : 232639 * CHENNAI: 044 26264233 * SALEM: 0427 2330734 * COIMBATORE: 0422 2230615/ SIVANANDAPURAM: 8939804222 * THIRUVALLUR: 044 27663299 * POLLACHI: 04259 220031 HOSUR: 04344 243633 * MADURAI: 0452 2343733 * TIRUPPUR: 04212243633 * VELLORE: 0416 6444424

* NAMAKKAL: 04286 277433 * ERODE: 0424 2223633 * PUDUCHERRY: 8939991200 * GUDIYATHAM: 04171229877 * NAGERCOIL: 8939970757 * GUDUVANCHERRY: 8939970747 * TIRUCHIRAPPALLI: 89399 70734 * AMBUR: 8825614480 * RAMANATHAPURAM: 8939970749 * KANCHIPURAM: 044 2950450 * MADURAL: 8939854412 MAYILADUTHURAI: 918940011100 * DHARMAPURI:89398 35222 * KARUR : 8939863222
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A tryst with the past

The values envisaged by the builders of India
need to be imbibed for sustained progress

Prime Minister Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru made
these remarks in his stirring speech on India at-
taining freedom at midnight: “The achievement we ce-
lebrate today is but a step, an opening of opportunity,
to the greater triumphs and achievements that await us.
Are we brave enough and wise enough to grasp this op-
portunity and accept the challenge of the future?”
These words ring true even today just as when Indepen-
dence unshackled India from British rule — a milestone
that, in some cases, inspired the birth of other new na-
tion-states across the world, freed from the yoke of co-
lonialism. Independent India embarked upon a new
journey, imbued with the vision of its freedom fighters
and a mission set on course by the members of the Con-
stituent Assembly who worked on its unique liberal de-
mocratic Constitution. There have been significant
achievements — a constitutional scheme guaranteeing
rights that included freedom of speech, religion and a
secular state, implementation of universal adult fran-
chise in periodic elections, a thriving legislature, esta-
blishments allowing for a formal separation of powers,
a quasi-federal union of States that were reorganised on
a linguistic basis, the building of institutions (industrial,
educational, medical) that heralded progress, and the
unleashing of knowledge and communication sectors
that tied India beneficially to the world economy. There
have also been missteps and failings — the inability to
eradicate extreme poverty and marginalisation even
though these did come down dramatically since 1947,
the strains in implementing the constitutional order
and values, burgeoning communal majoritarianism,
which was decidedly rejected by both the freedom
fighters as well as the framers of the Constitution, the
incomplete nature of decentralisation of power, and ris-
ing economic inequality. Today, on the one hand, India
stands tall as one of the world’s emerging economies
with an advantageous demographic dividend, a vibrant
democracy that ensures enthusiastic participation in
elections, a diverse polity, and a diversified economy.
But it also faces humongous challenges. Its people live
in a more chaotic world where cooperation and liberal
trade relations have taken a beating and where climate
change is a challenge. Also, the emergence and consoli-
dation of a dominant political force that seeks to cen-
tralise power and homogenise the idea of India has
threatened to unravel the constitutional structure of re-
cognition of diversity and inclusion as the means for ov-
erall progress. Economic progress through inclusive
growth — a process that was accelerated following com-
prehensive reforms in the early 1990s and the institu-
tion of a rights-based approach towards welfare in the
mid-2000s — has slowed down in the last few years.
Meanwhile, there is an exacerbation of inter-State dis-
parities, with southern and western India delivering
better outcomes in education, health care and tho-
roughgoing economic growth than other regions, an is-
sue that requires careful deliberation in the near future.
The successes and failures of the earlier generations
in post-independent India have provided the nation
with the pathways to address the challenges of the fu-
ture. For one, it is clear that neither a statist nor a mar-
ket-only emphasis on development and growth is ideal.
India must continue policies, framed in the 1990s, of al-
lowing entrepreneurial energies to flourish while rely-
ing on comprehensive welfare with a rights approach,
which was given impetus in the late 2000s, to help util-
ise its demographic potential. In the early years of Inde-
pendence, many modern institutions of higher educa-
tion, industry and health care were built and endured
but India missed out on a strong focus on primary
health-care and education, a weakness that has led to
the persistence of poverty and social marginalisation
on the basis of caste. A bottom-up approach to develop-
ment that should focus on building capabilities of the
citizenry through both affirmative actions and state res-
ponsiveness would lead to better release of productive
forces in the economy. States getting more fiscal lati-
tude and local governments being empowered to im-
plement programmes could go a long way in achieving
this. While, since the reforms in 1991, interdependence
in a globalised world allowed for the export sectors to
flourish, the lack of diversified employment and in-
creased labour productivity in comparison to other
countries such as China or South Korea is a failing. As
the world transits towards a new industrial revolution
in its reliance on technologies such as 5G, the Internet
of Things, artificial intelligence, robotics, and green
technologies, India must embark upon building signifi-
cant capabilities in these in a way that does not just re-
sult in a few corporations gaining but which allows for
more gainful employment and diversification of the
economy. In external relations, while India must conti-
nue to skilfully navigate the contradictions emerging in
the international order with an emphasis on its inter-
ests, it should not disavow the time-tested adherence to
values — of non-interference, building an equanimous
world order and striving for peace — that allowed it to
emerge as a leader of the non-aligned world. India has
come a long way since 1947 in finding its footing among
the comity of nations, but there still needs a lot more
distance to be travelled in fulfilling the promise that
Pandit Nehru spoke of, on the eve of Independence. In-
dia’s Independence generation was clear that freedom
from British rule was meaningless without a constitu-
tional order that governs a democratic system predicat-
ed on social justice, equality and unity in diversity as
these were the promises that gained them the intellec-
tual ballast and the support of the people to overcome
colonialism. India’s progress in the 21st century would
depend upon the re-ignition of these values.

Seventy—ﬁve years ago, on this day, India’s first

[ndia must protect its hard-won freedoms

Neither authoritarian arrogance nor fomented hatred must be allowed to undermine the unity of the Indian people

MANMOHAN SINGH

he world’s largest democ-

racy is soon to become the

most populous country on

earth. Therefore, the cele-
bration of 75 years of Indepen-
dence brings a special responsibil-
ity to set global standards in the
protection and the promotion of
individual and collective free-
doms. While every Indian will
proudly salute the flag as it flies
high, the Tricolour must also re-
mind us of the composite culture
which makes us a uniquely great
democracy in the world. On this
historic occasion, we must resolve
to never let our freedoms be
robbed by authoritarian arro-
gance or allow fomented hatred to
undermine the unity of the Indian
people. That is the best tribute we
can pay to our flag.

A unity that is precious

India emerged from the choke-
hold of colonial rule to build a na-
tion from a wide scatter of British-
ruled territories and princely
States. This unity did not magical-
ly materialise overnight. It was the
freedom struggle, inspired by Ma-
hatma Gandhi and led by the In-
dian National Congress, which un-
ited Indians across the land to seek
an end to foreign rule. This move-
ment united Indians across multi-
ple identities of language, religion,
caste, gender and social status.
That unity is precious to India and
should not be frittered away
through communally divisive, lin-
guistically chauvinist, callously
casteist and gender insensitive
campaigns that will fragment the
Indian identity. Such ploys may
pay temporary political dividends,
by setting Indians against Indians,

but they will create craters on In-
dia’s path to progress as a great
nation.

We were robbed of our riches
by colonial rule and began our life
after Independence as a poor de-
veloping country. We rose from
that level to become one of the
world’s leading economies, whose
growth is essential to the stability
of the global economy. The policy
of economic liberalisation, initiat-
ed in 1991, had a galvanising effect
on our economic growth. At the
same time, poverty reduction and
the bridging of economic inequali-
ties became a cardinal principle of
public policy. As we pursue the
path of inclusive economic
growth, we should not permit only
a select few among India’s busi-
ness leaders to reap the benefits of
prosperity while income gaps
keep widening.

Flag divisive politics

Jobless growth is not a safe bet for
any economy. Unemployment not
only does not permit the optimal
use of our human resources but al-
so creates the breeding ground for
social discord and divisive politics.
As we move ahead towards the
next 25 years of independent In-
dia, we must aim to optimally util-
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ise the demographic dividend of a
young population through educa-
tion, skilling, suitable employ-
ment and support to young entre-
preneurs and innovators. This
requires easy mobility across the
country for education and em-

India®75

ployment. Communal and linguis-
tic barriers will hinder such mobil-
ity and adversely impact growth.
Captains of Indian industry must
recognise this danger and raise
their voice for national unity, not
remain mute spectators when divi-
sive politics are posing a threat to
the economy.

Uphold scientific tradition

India adopted excellence in
science as a path to progress since
the early years of Independence.
The national science policy was
forward looking. Great institutions
of scientific learning and research
were established. India’s various
institutes of technology have won
world renown, with many of their
graduates leading global enterpris-
es of repute. Our space, oceanog-

raphy and nuclear programmes
have placed us in a select group of
nations whose scientific prowess
and technological excellence are
respectfully acknowledged by the
whole world. It would be unfortu-
nate if our scientific institutions,
universities and research bodies
are undermined through the in-
duction of sub-optimal leadership,
whose given mandate is to pursue
cultural revivalism at the cost of
academic integrity. India has had a
proud scientific tradition since an-
cient times, but that should not be-
come the camouflage for pseudo-
science that brings discredit to our
scientific community.

In the comity of nations, India
won respect for adopting princi-
pled positions, opposing colonial
rule, leading the Non-Aligned
Movement when two power blocs
were seeking global domination,
espousing human rights and pro-
moting the cause of peace. Our re-
lations with most of our neigh-
bours were cordial. Even when we
had conflicts with some, we tried
to build bridges of understanding
to enable peaceful co-existence.
We need to maintain these posi-
tions, even as the world witnesses
new conflicts and alliances. It is es-
sential for us to be regarded as a
reliable and respected friend in
most countries of the world, but
especially in South Asia. We
should not let our foreign policy
wobble through dependence on
personalised gestures for the cam-
era but follow clear-headed initia-
tives through wise leadership sup-
ported by able diplomats.

Well-being of the young

India must focus on enhancing the
health, education and skilling of
young persons. The recent Nation-
al Family Health Survey (NFHS-5)
reminds us that stunting, under-
nourishment and anaemia conti-
nue to afflict a large percentage of
our children and women in the re-
productive age group. We need to
ensure that the nutrition-specific

programmes deliver, even as we
advance nutrition-sensitive poli-
cies in other sectors, especially
water and sanitation.

COVID-19 revealed several
weaknesses in our health system.
From disease surveillance to pro-
vision of health care, we need to
strengthen the capacity of health
services. There are marked diffe-
rences in the capacity and perfor-
mance of health systems across
different States. It is essential that
States invest more in health and al-
so that centrally sponsored pro-
grammes aim to provide greater
support to States whose health in-
dicators are lagging. Providing
needed health services to all per-
sons, with adequate financial pro-
tection, must be the goal of univer-
sal health coverage. We must
achieve this uniformly across the
whole country.

For the citizen to ponder over
As ayoung boy of 14, I experienced
both the exhilaration of newly
gained independence as well as
the painful tragedies that marred
the country’s partition. I hoped
that India would grow strong as a
nation without ever again having
to experience such discord. Today,
I am proud of what India has
achieved and am optimistic about
the future of this great nation. Ho-
wever, I am also worried about the
sectarian slogans and communal
slurs that are vitiating social har-
mony and dividing the people.
Alongside, there is also a weaken-
ing of institutions which must safe-
guard democratic freedoms,
uphold norms of good governance
and shield electoral politics from
the onslaught of money power and
co-opted state agencies. It is for
the citizens of India to protect and
preserve the hard won gains of our
freedom. Let each one of us reflect
on that duty as we raise and salute
our flag.

Dr. Manmohan Singh was Prime Minister
of India from 2004 to 2014

The moral failings of the developmental state

All politicians in India promise development, yet the state apparatus and political factions in control cause inequality

ADNAN NASEEMULLAH &
PRADEEP CHHIBBER

conomic development is a

primary means by which

the Indian democratic

project has legitimated it-
self. Given an electorate of mostly
poor people, no government has
been elected without making de-
velopment — the uplift of the
downtrodden through service pro-
vision, the creation of individual
freedom, and collective opportun-
ity inherent in economic transfor-
mation — its primary objective.
Unlike archetypal developmental
states such as the Republic of Ko-
rea, the Indian state after Indepen-
dence had to accomplish its man-
date of development in the context
of a diverse and fissiparous de-
mocracy that had endured centu-
ries of British colonial domination
and the expropriation of its
wealth.

This historical context, and the
bureaucratic and political process-
es surrounding the delivery of de-
velopment outcomes have gener-
ated growth but also created
significant structural inequities
that have taken different forms
across India’s post-Independence
history. The inequity associated
with the actions of the develop-
mental state, the corruption, and
moral outrage that constitute the
state’s broken promises to the peo-
ple has been the driver of waves of
political conflict in the Indian pol-
ity since Independence. The mo-
ral failings of different phases
within the trajectory of India’s de-
velopmental state have inspired
collective challenges to the esta-
blishment throughout its history.

Critiques of underdevelopment
and the promises of development
were at the heart of the nationalist
movement against colonial rule.
For early nationalist thinkers, the
idea of India itself was suffused
with a claim that it was one econo-
my and one nation, suppressed in
the fulfilment of its destiny by an
imperial apparatus that sought to
keep it divided, while draining its
wealth and sending it overseas.
The Congress party, when taking
the reins of power, legitimated its
rule primarily through a solemn

promise that it would redress
structures of political, economic,
and social inequality by deploying
the state to implement far-reach-
ing programmes of development.
Jawaharlal Nehru, in his famous
“Tryst with Destiny” address,
pledged the service of a sovereign
government to “the ending of po-
verty and ignorance and disease
and inequality of opportunity”.

There was a disconnect

There was, however, a profound
disconnect between the promises
and actions of the developmental
state in the first quarter-century
after Independence. The Planning
Commission, chaired by Nehru,
drew up ambitious plans for deve-
lopment that entailed significant
public and private investment in
industry and the encouragement
of cooperatives to transform agri-
culture. For poor peasants and as-
pirant workers, the solemn pro-
mises of development and the
dismantling of inequality rang hol-
low. Structures of domination and
pervasive social inequality reigned
in practice as the conservative co-
lonial-era bureaucracy and politi-
cians, business elites, and domi-
nant landowners benefitted the
most from this developmental
state. The abject failures of com-
munity  development  pro-
grammes, and sclerotic economic
growth led to the political turmoil
of the mid-to-late 1960s.

Indira Gandhi changed the na-
ture of the developmental state.
She effected a populist resurgence
from within the Congress to ad-
dress the gap between lofty pro-
mises of the state and degraded
reality. Her appeal, which ended
up splitting the party and trans-
forming the nature of party com-
petition, did deliver an over-

whelming electoral mandate to
her Congress. Indira Gandhi’s slo-
gan ‘Garibi hatao (eliminate pover-
ty)’ and the subsequent 20-point
programme conceived of the di-
rect intervention by an empo-
wered and enlarged state. The pol-
iticised state apparatus was now to
address social inequalities through
land reform, enforcement of the
minimum wage, nationalisation of
key industries, and extension of
agricultural credit, among many
other policies.

Controlling state resources

A main legacy of Indira Gandhi’s
left-populism was that the state
presented itself as the antidote to
social and economic inequalities.
The developmental state now
looked different. The state appara-
tus was engorged, from the nation-
al to the State and local levels. Mul-
tiple public sector companies
emerged at all levels of the econo-
my, from the Centre to the States.
Financial institutions — banking
and insurance — were now in the
hands of state apparatchiks. This
system fostered corruption, rent-
seeking and the capture of the in-
stitutions and resources of the
state for the benefit of influential
clients.

The increased demand for pu-
blic resources to satisfy an ever-
growing number of clients proved
financially unsustainable. The eco-
nomy underwent several rounds
of liberalisation that dismantled
some elements of state-directed
development in the 1980s, but the
basic pattern remained the same.
The developmental state was now
a state whose resources were allo-
cated by and through political
compulsions. And as political frag-
mentation grew, the pressure to
control the remaining state re-

sources  for
expanded.

The storied liberalisation 0f 1991
renewed promises of dismantling
inequality. Liberalisation offered a
new idiom of increased opportun-
ity. When combined with political
fragmentation, neoliberal reform
yielded crony capitalism, ineffec-
tive service delivery, and distrust
of the system. Self-help and rights-
based discourse now emerged as
part of a new language of develop-
ment. The United Progressive Al-
liance government expanded wel-
fare-based rights, such as the Right
to Education and the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Act. But the ambi-
tiousness of these centrally-
planned schemes achieved only
middling outcomes on the ground,
as petty bureaucrats and local
rent-seekers influenced their im-
plementation for their ends, thus
failing to build a political consti-
tuency among the poor around
them. The middle classes protest-
ed this new developmental state
which had created a state-facing
inequality, where being “known
to” the state and the politicians
controlling it increasingly deter-
mined life chances and the eco-
nomic prospects for India’s striv-
ing citizens.

political ~ gain

Change in 2014

In 2014, the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leader Narendra Modi won a
parliamentary majority by promis-
ing to restore opportunity and
clean up politics. His main slogan
was, ‘together, development for
everybody.’ He attacked the Con-
gress leadership for its corruption,
projecting himself as a humble
“chaiwallah” and servant of the
people. While Hindu nationalist
themes were never far from the
surface and have become domi-
nant in the BJP’s discourse since
the 2019 elections, the right-wing
populist moment of the 2014 elec-
tion brought together a broad and
unlikely coalition of upper-mid-
dle-class professionals and lower-
middle-class  strivers.  These
groups were promised the end of
inequality of opportunity, which
had come to characterise many ci-
tizens’ interactions with the state
in India’s “known-to” democracy.
While Mr. Modi’s treatment of
what ails the Indian body-politic
has been tremendously polarising,
and his own government has been
wanting in delivering economic
growth, his politics — echoing that

of regional populists in India, from
N.T. Rama Rao to Jayalalithaa and
Mamata Banerjee — tapped into a
mood of widespread discontent
toward the state’s development
project.

Since 1991, the Indian state is no
longer in the business of keeping
the solemn promises of disman-
tling inequalities. The state now
focuses on growth and passing
handouts to voters — a policy
honed to perfection in Tamil Nadu
by the various iterations of the
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam and
the All India Anna Dravida Munne-
tra Kazhagam.

A developmental ideology is in-
extricably associated with demo-
cratic politics in independent In-
dia. The nation’s founders made
solemn promises to deliver the pe-
ople from inequity and subjuga-
tion — the real meaning of deve-
lopment for democratic India.
These ideas have been honoured
more in the breach than in obser-
vance. Nehru’s developmental
state could not redress inequalities
and failed to grow the economy
quickly enough. Indira Gandhi’s
policies placed the state at the
centre of political life. The state
was the agent of growth, yet, des-
pite the rhetoric, addressing social
and economic inequalities took a
back seat. Even while speaking in
lofty tones about development,
the current regime does not em-
phasise the state as central to
changing social norms and ad-
dressing income inequalities.

All politicians in India promise
development as a part of demo-
cratic deliverance. Yet, the state
apparatus and the political fac-
tions that control it reproduce in-
equality. From time to time, popu-
list leaders shine a light on these
hypocrisies. Their electoral mobil-
isations dramatically transform In-
dian politics without changing the
state’s ability to deliver on political
promises. This highlights the idea
that development is the most po-
werful idiom of Indian democracy,
an ideal on which ordinary people
across social stations hold govern-
ments to account. Development,
in other words, is as much a moral
commitment as a technocratic un-
dertaking. Development is inex-
tricably linked with the meaning
of Indian democracy.

Adnan Naseemullah and Pradeep
Chhibber teach at Kings College, London
and the University of California, Berkeley,
respectively
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Such a long reckoning

We have splintered our thinking, split up our feelings. We have become a fractious family. On this
defining anniversary, we have to face this searing truth

GOPALKRISHNA GANDHI

t was a wet and windy September
in London. The year was 1931.
M.K. Gandhi, almost 62 years
old then, was there to attend the
Second Round Table Conference
(RTC) as the sole representative of
the Indian National Congress. Called
by the British government to discuss
the prospect of political changes in
India, the conclave was showing up
the fissures in India’s polity. In two
other Indian barristers — M.A. Jin-
nah, leading the Muslims at the Con-
ference, and B.R. Ambedkar, the
clear leader of the Depressed Classes
— the divides stood out.

The only political change Gandhi
and the Indian National Congress re-
quired was complete independence.
Jinnah, Ambedkar and representa-
tives of India’s princes, Sikhs, zamin-
dars and other ‘minority interests’
sought to tear up Gandhi’s claim that
the Congress represented an inclu-
sive India which wanted nothing
more and could do with nothing less
than Swargj for all Indians, in equal-
ity.

On September 18, he penned a
statement for The Daily Mail describ-
ing the genesis and goal of the Indian
National Congress: “The Indian Na-
tional Congress is over forty seven
years old. It was conceived by an En-
glishman, Allan Octavian Hume. It
has had, besides Hindus, Mohamme-
dans, Parsi and Christian Presidents.
It had two women as Presidents, Dr
Annie Besant and Mrs Sarojini Nai-
du. It has zamindars too, as its mem-
bers.

“The Indian National Congress...
knows no distinction between class-
es or creeds or sexes. It has always
championed the cause of the so-
called ‘untouchables’...

“But the unchallenged and un-
challengeable claim of the Indian Na-
tional Congress consists in its repre-
senting the millions of dumb
paupers living in the seven hundred
thousand Indian villages who consti-
tute over 85% of the population.

“It is in the name of this great or-
ganisation that I claim complete in-
dependence for India.”

An all-important session of the Mi-
norities Committee was to meet on
October 8. Waking up at 3 a.m. that
morning, after a very strenuous
night and only half an hour’s sleep,
he wrote out a statement to be read
at the Committee: “The Congress
has, since its inception, set up pure
nationalism as its ideal. It has endea-
voured to break down communal
barriers... Congress assures the
Sikhs, the Muslims and the other mi-
norities that no solution... in any fu-
ture constitution will be acceptable
to the Congress that does not give
full satisfaction to the parties
concerned.”

Eighty-five years ago
It was a season of excitement. The
year was 1937.

In the elections which came about
under the Government of India Act,

1935, a fruit of three Round Table
Conferences, the Congress won
spectacularly in eight provinces on
its own or with allies. Independence
with minority rights protected was
its motto. The Muslim League failed
to win any province but it installed
Fazlul Huq’s Krishak Praja Party at
the head of a Muslim coalition in
Bengal. It had done well in Muslim
seats (reserved for the community)
in Hindu-majority provinces. Its
plank was: ‘Congress domination is
Hindu domination’. Likewise, Am-
bedkar’s candidates did well in the
Maharashtra region of Bombay.
Their plank was: ‘Congress domina-
tion is Caste Hindu domination’.

In October of that year Jinnah was
asking Muslims in Hindu-majority
provinces to recognise ‘Hindu domi-
nation’. The Congress’s concept of
swaraj and ‘minority satisfaction’
was under strain.

Seventy-five years ago
It was a hot and humid August. The
year was 1947.

Amid unparalleled bloodshed,
dispossession and tragedy, Jinnah
walked away with Pakistan. He had,
according to his lights, stopped Hin-
du domination in its tracks. Ambed-
kar had reason to be pleased that his
supporters had made it to legisla-
tures in good numbers. The Con-
gress, assuming power at the Centre
in an independent if truncated India,
had unveiled a secular democracy
and was moving towards becoming a
federal Republic, where religion was
separated from the State, caste was
not going to be an obstacle for demo-
cratic representation. Minority satis-
faction was to be the new democra-
cy’s signature.

Today, this topsy-turvy August of
2022, 75 years after Independence,
Jinnah’s Pakistan is in an electoral
shambles, with Bangladesh having
loosened itself out of its untenable
yoking to Pakistan. India’s Dalits, as
the Depressed Classes of Ambed-
kar’s time are now more appro-
priately called, have won a visible
political profile in India, though so-
cial and economic deprivations re-
main a torment.

But what about Gandhi’s and the
Congress’s ideal of pure nationalism,
representative democracy and mi-

The Second Round Table Conference in 1931. = THE HINDU PHOTO ARCHIVES

nority satisfaction? That ideal is in
trouble, dire trouble. And this is not
just because the Congress as a party
today is a shadow of its past self, or
because Savarkar’s 1937 ‘warning’ in-
fluences several more now than it
did in the past. That ideal of pure na-
tionalism is in trouble because ma-
jority domination, with caste domi-
nation subtly folded into its
vocabulary, is being seen by increas-
ing numbers as natural, proper and
wholly unexceptionable. ‘If democ-
racy is not majority control, what
else is democracy?’ seems to be their
understanding of the political dy-
namics of our nation. That a democ-
racy is meant to re-assure the smal-
lest, the weakest and the most
vulnerable is seen as nursery-rhyme
idealism.

But who are ‘the minority’? Not
just the religious minority but the ec-
ological, ideological, linguistic, eth-
nic, communities living in the mar-
gins of fear, insecurity, uncertainty.
But not them alone. Also those who
are culturally out-numbered, the life-
style singular, the ‘different’, the ‘dis-
tant’, the ‘dissenting’ as well. Those
who, for instance, would want parity
in matters of gender and make the
Indian woman feel she is man’s
equal, our courts to be completely
insulated from executive influence,
our media to be free, our economy to
be purged of monopolies.

A religious majority is only one
among majorities, albeit a politically
determining one. India, as Menaka
Guruswamy has so memorably put
it, is a majority of minorities. India is
not about Hindu India and non-Hin-
du India. It is about the aspirations of
peninsular India, Himalayan India,
forest India, desert India, littoral In-
dia, coastal India. And the India of
the two mountain fastnesses that
political geography has made dis-
tinctive — Kashmiri India and North-
east India.

Gandhi in London in 1931 spoke
for all of these Indias. As did his col-
leagues in the Congress of that time.
Can the Congress or any political
party make that claim today? We
have splintered our thinking, split up
our feelings. We have become a frac-
tious family. On this defining anni-
versary we have to face this searing
truth. And retrieve the ‘we’ in us as

in ‘we the people of India’, the life-
stream of the Constitution of India
which protects us and is, in turn,
preserved by us. We have to retrieve
our unity in freedom and justice.
The tricolour being unfurled today
on home after home, with its blue in
the central wheel of dharma tells us
India is home to all Indians equally.
‘But how do we do this?’ is the ques-
tion. ‘Who is to guide us, lead us?’

The ‘salt of the earth’

I started this article by citing Gandhi
in London in 1931. I will close by cit-
ing him in London again, in 1914. He
and Kasturba Gandhi had come
there at the conclusion of the highly
successful satyagraha in South Afri-
ca, on their way back home. Speak-
ing to a galactic audience which in-
cluded visiting Indians such as Lala
Lajpat Rai, Sarojini Naidu and M.A.
Jinnah, he said: ‘We had got the lime-
light in South Africa but if we merit-
ed any approbation, how much
more did those who went into the
struggle with no thought of apprecia-
tion! Harbut Singh was 75 years of
age when he joined the struggle and
entered prison and died there. The
young lad, Narayanaswami, was de-
ported to Madras and on his return,
starved and died.

Another Tamil youth, Nagappen,
was imprisoned and worked on the
African veldt in the bitter cold of
winter and died. And Valliamma, a
girl of 18, went to prison and was dis-
charged only when she took very ill
and died shortly thereafter. Twenty
thousand workers had left their tools
and work and gone out in faith. Vio-
lence was entirely eschewed. It is on
these men and women, who are the
salt of the earth that the Indian na-
tion that is to be will be built. We are
poor mortals before these heroes
and heroines.

Those heroes and heroines have
not disappeared. They have only
been covered by the dust of neglect
and condescension. They are the salt
of India’s earth we must salute today
in hope, faith and solidarity. It is
they, as Gandhi said, who got India
her freedom. It is they who will keep
it free — and just.

Gopalkrishna Gandhi is a former
administrator, diplomat and Governor

Changing contexts of caste

The meanings of caste have transformed — as a system
regulating life chances, as a mode of political mobilisation,
or as a socio-cultural identity

SATISH DESHPANDE

aste today is active in three main

ways. First, it is a system that regu-

lates the distribution of material op-

portunity or life chances, and hence
it is a source of enduring inequalities. Se-
cond, it remains one of the primary modes
of political mobilisation, even though caste
politics is now far more disaggregated, com-
plex and uncertain than it used to be. Third,
and perhaps most elusive, for everyone ex-
cept a small upper-class, upper-caste elite
caste continues to be a form of community
offering a sense of kinship, belonging and
identity. The contexts of caste have changed
in ways that affect all three modalities.

Arise and fall

The story of caste as a mechanism for regu-
lating material opportunities in independent
India can be told in terms of the rise and fall
of what might be called the reservation-me-
rit system.

In its original form, ‘Teservation’ was a
pre-Independence idea emerging from the
Poona Pact of 1932 and codified in the Go-
vernment of India Act of 1935. It was intend-
ed to be an antidote for caste discrimination
rather than a remedy for backwardness. But,
by the time the Constitution of the new Re-
public was adopted in January 1950, the idea
had changed fundamentally.

The new Constitution abolished caste in
principle but did not interfere with its prac-
tice. Reservation was now positioned as the
exception to the general principle of caste-
lessness, and seen as a kind of unearned ‘be-
nefit’ provided by the state to certain castes.
The rest of society was seen as the domain of
‘merit’, where privileges were assumed to
have been earned through talent and hard
work. In other words, caste-based allocation
of opportunities continued unchecked ex-
cept for a portion of government jobs and
seats in public educational institutions. Un-
surprisingly, the benefits of economic deve-
lopment — in both the state as well as the
non-state sectors — have flowed in accor-
dance with the caste hierarchy, with the up-
per castes getting the lion’s share. The reser-
vation-merit system was founded on a
dichotomy that has now collapsed, as shown
by the quota for the Economically Weaker
Sections, which effectively provides reserva-
tion for merit-walas. Today, the role of caste
in reproducing economic inequality is plain-
ly visible.

The story of caste as a form of political
mobilisation began with its suppression in
the years before and after Independence.
Caste politics was first confined to the cam-
paign around untouchability and then stran-
gled by the Poona Pact, which effectively en-
sured that only Dalit representatives
acceptable to the upper castes would be
elected. Invocation of caste in public was
frowned upon in the Nehru era, and the Con-
gress always downplayed caste issues, even
rejecting the First Backward Classes Com-
mission report of 1955.

However, universal suffrage had its own
logic. Backed by the irresistible force of num-
bers, backward caste politicians began mobi-
lising their caste constituencies in the 1960s.
But the “Congress system” confined them to
the regional level, leaving the upper castes
free to control national politics as they had in
the freedom struggle.

After decades of consolidation in the
States, backward caste politics made a dra-

matic entry onto the national stage in the
1990s. The Mandal turn not only made caste
a national issue; it also shattered the myth of
caste-as-exception that the Nehru era had
nurtured. But the intervention proved un-
sustainable — the 1990s were marked by un-
stable coalition governments.

The rise and retreat of lower caste politics
at the national level highlights the formida-
ble challenge of aggregating local-regional
caste constituencies to capture power at the
Centre. This challenge is made more daunt-
ing by the increasing internal differentiation
within all caste groupings, especially the
Other Backward Castes. Another worry is
the rapid transformation of the federal struc-
ture under the Narendra Modi regime, with
the Centre usurping the financial and politi-
cal powers of the States. A recent example is
the repositioning of the Enforcement Direc-
torate as a kind of super-agency, with sweep-
ing powers under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, endorsed by the Supreme
Court of India.

At a time when regional politics is seen as
the last hope against an authoritarian and
majoritarian regime at the Centre, events
such as the change of government in Bihar
may bring hope. However, it is hard to over-
look the stark contrast today between the
successful consolidation of an essentially up-
per-caste politics at the Centre against the
challenges facing lower-caste politics when
its State-level strongholds are being
undermined.

Identity-based mobilisation

The story of caste as a form of cultural identi-
ty has been overtaken recently by the pheno-
menal rise of Hindutva as a passionate, ag-
gressive and almost pan-Indian form of
identity-based mobilisation. The idea of de-
velopment which emphasises shared inter-
ests was the ideological cornerstone of the
Nehru-Indira-Rajiv Congress era, and also
the main plank of Narendra Modi in 2014.
The 2019 Modi regime has inaugurated a
phase of Hindutva which emphasises a
shared adversarial identity. This weaponised
form of Hindutva would be expected to be
the natural enemy of lower-caste politics be-
cause of the inevitable tension between hori-
zontal Hindu unity and vertical caste hierar-
chy. Moreover, given that both the Bharatiya
Janata Party and the Sangh Parivar are dom-
inated by upper castes, Hindutva has tradi-
tionally been marked as upper caste.

Demographic compulsions require Hin-
dutva to seek substantial support from the
lower castes. The central question of our
time is whether it will succeed in this quest.
How far will the upper-caste core supporters
of Hindutva be willing to go to persuade low-
er-caste Hindus to join their movement? Un-
til now, concessions made to lower-caste
sensibilities have been limited to tokenism,
ranging from the highlighting of Narendra
Modi’s nominal OBC identity, or the noisy
appropriation of national icons such as Am-
bedkar or local ones like Suheldev. Will more
substantial gestures be made? Will the lower
castes accept these overtures and agree to be
foot-soldiers?

The answers to these questions will deter-
mine the directions that caste will take in the
near future.

The contexts of caste have changed a lot in
the last 75 years, transforming its meanings,
whether as a system regulating life chances,
a mode of political mobilisation, or a form of
socio-cultural identity. But whether it is the
lower castes who resist Hindutva or the up-
per castes who lead it to hegemony, caste it-
self will retain its central role even if it is
enacted behind the curtain.

Satish Deshpande teaches sociology at Delhi
University. The views expressed are personal

In a system of asymmetrical federalism, India must remain a mosaic

Asymmetrical federalism will continue to have its relevance; various groups need to be accommodated and provided with a share in governance

REKHA SAXENA

s India completes 75 years of In-

dependence this August, the

time is apt for us to look at the

constitutional, institutional,
political and fiscal arrangements that
take into account the plurality of our
country. It is a nation where four major
religions of the world find abode; its
Muslim population is the third largest in
the world; and Indians speak languages
belonging to five different families. Such
diversity and plurality call for an arran-
gement that can pave the way for ac-
commodation and integration reflected
in the existing system of asymmetrical
federalism.

India is not the only country with
asymmetrical arrangements in its feder-
al setup. Belgium, Germany, Canada
and Spain are among other such exam-
ples. Thus this normative idea is neither
new nor only locally relevant. As a mat-
ter of fact, in the neoteric time, we see
governments formulating federal poli-
cies to deal with State-specific issues
and concerns. And if one looks clinical-
ly at the Indian model of asymmetrical
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federalism, one can gauge it based on
the principle of weighted and differen-
tiated equality. This principle calls for
equal treatment of all States while being
mindful that some States are more
equal and unequal than others. So, the
capacity to accommodate various social
groups and their interests makes India a
thriving federal democracy as it displays
enormous asymmetric characteristics.

Protecting diversity
While constructing an asymmetrical
framework, our founding fathers chose
the salad bowl approach instead of the
melting pot approach. Recognising the
existing pluricultural society in India
necessitated such a choice. Recognising
the distinctive cultural differences in
the country and permitting self-rule
within the scheme of a shared rule to
territorially concentrated minorities is
how asymmetrical federalism works in
India. Such functioning pertains to de
facto and de jure asymmetry, where the
former is abundant while the latter is li-
mited. Furthermore, such an arrange-
ment only proves that an asymmetrical
constitutional setup is indisputably ne-
cessary for a multicultural and multina-
tional country such as India to protect
the rights of the community and the mi-
norities. This setup facilitates the ac-
commodation of multiple yet comple-
mentary identities.

In this regard, it is necessary to un-
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derstand the distinction made by Ro-
nald Watts between political and consti-
tutional asymmetry, both of which exist
in our country. While in every federal
nation the former is based on the terri-
torial and demographic sizes of the con-
stituent units, the latter characterises
the Constitution’s extension of legisla-
tive and executive powers to the consti-
tuent units. So when we find represen-
tation of States in the Rajya Sabha based
on their population, it is a political
asymmetry. That is why States such as
Uttar Pradesh have 31 seats in the Rajya
Sabha, whereas Meghalaya and Mizo-
ram have just one each.

Self-rule within shared rule

We find constitutional asymmetry in Ar-
ticle 370 (now diluted) and in the special
provisions and powers extended to Na-
galand, Mizoram and others in the om-
nibus Article 371. The parliamentary sta-
tute cannot be implemented in the
northeast States mentioned above with-
out the consent of the legislatures of
these States. Specifically, the provisions
under Article 371 requiring the State le-
gislature’s permission before imple-
menting any parliamentary law exem-
plify asymmetrical provisions
protecting the religious and social prac-
tices, customary laws and procedures of
Nagas and Mizos. In addition, creation
of the Autonomous District Council as
per the Sixth Schedule also acknowledg-

es the socio-cultural, political and his-
torical rights of the tribes of the North-
east, thereby facilitating the provisions
of self-rule within the scheme of shared
rule.

Furthermore, the Indian asymmetri-
cal setup has evolved to include another
type of asymmetry, i.e. Union Territo-
ries (UTs). Their establishment is in line
with the spirit of federal asymmetry.
These are special federating units that
have been created multiple times. Ho-
wever, the reasons for their creation
have been different. UTs were too small
to be declared as States or could not be
merged with a neighbouring State due
to prevailing cultural dissimilarities, in-
ter-State indifferences, extensive isola-
tion and other specific needs, as in the
case of National Capital Territory (NCT).
Among all the UTs, Delhi, Puducherry
and Chandigarh are distinct examples.
Since 2019, we now have Jammu and
Kashmir as a UT with a legislative as-
sembly and Ladakh as a UT without.

Delhi’s case is in itself a remarkable
example of asymmetrical federalism
where we witness the appointment of
the Chief Minister of Delhi by the Presi-
dent of India on the recommendation of
the Lieutenant Governor (LG). This pro-
vision is in line with the special status of
Delhi as the NCT. However, the diffe-
rence between Puducherry and Delhi
lies in the scope of their jurisdiction.
While Puducherry has law-making pow-

er over subjects such as land, police and
civil services, this is not the case with
Delhi. And although there has been a
long pressing demand for extending
statehood status to Delhi, the Govern-
ment of National Capital Territory of
Delhi (Amendment) Act of 2021 has not
solved the conflicts between the LG and
the Council of Ministers of the Govern-
ment of Delhi. On the contrary, the Act
makes it mandatory for the Delhi go-
vernment to undertake any action after
permission from the LG. However, for
the smooth functioning of the asymmet-
rical federal setup, it is imperative to
carry out the NCT’s administration
through cooperation, not confronta-
tion.

On fiscal arrangements

Another significant asymmetry is the
fiscal arrangements enshrined in the
Constitution. When transferring funds
from the Centre to States, statutory
transfers are made based on the recom-
mendations of the Finance Commis-
sion. Also, while the Central govern-
ment entirely funds specific Central
sector development schemes in India,
the cost of implementing Centrally
sponsored schemes to bring about wel-
fare is co-shared by both the Centre and
sub-national units. In the NITI Aayog
era, the Centre has considerably re-
duced the share of its revenue to imple-
ment the Centrally sponsored schemes.

Since 2019, many have questioned
asymmetrical federalism’s pertinence,
ignoring its effectiveness in recognising
and promoting self-rule in multiple ter-
ritories across India. It all began with
the dilution of Article 370 in 2019 and
the subsequent debates and discussions
over the dilution of the omnibus Article
371. These provisions in our Constitu-
tion are special arrangements reflective
of asymmetrical features.

We must remember that the idea and
arrangement of asymmetrical power-
sharing can be unsettling if not utilised
properly. Such features in our Constitu-
tion are neither marginal nor merely
provisional. These features touch upon
a considerably large number of States.
And without these features and provi-
sions, it would not have been possible to
undermine the secessionist tendencies
of a highly diverse society. Asymmetri-
cal federalism will continue to have its
relevance in the future because to pave
the way for cooperative federalism we
must be able to accommodate various
groups and provide them with a share in
the governance of the country at the
same time.

Rekha Saxena is Professor at the Department of
Political Science, University of Delhi, Honorary
Vice-Chairperson, Centre for Multilevel
Federalism, New Delhi, and Honorary Senior
Adviser, Forum of Federations, Ottawa
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The race of two Asian giants

China and India will shape Asia in the next decade, but likely in wary opposition to one another

RANA MITTER

ast month, a United Nations

population survey estimated

that a milestone may be

passed in 2023. For the first
time in over two millennia, China
will not be the most populous socie-
ty on earth. Instead India will have
the largest population, and China
will be second.

It’s a rare example of a global
ranking where India sits higher than
China, and it’s an ambivalent victory
at best: a larger population does not
have merit in itself, unless it is well-
fed and endowed with economic
prospects. China has other number 2
rankings which may raise its stand-
ing, such as the second largest eco-
nomy in the world. It is not second to
India but the U.S. This is a reminder
of how far the two Asian giants have
come since their moments of pro-
found political change in the late
1940s: independence for India in
1947, and the victory of the Chinese
Communist Party and establishment
of the People’s Republic of China
(PRC) in 1949. In global power terms,
China now looms above India, but
the fluidity of geopolitics in the
2020s may give India advantages in
the world now being shaped.

Different directions

The world of the late 1940s was one
where global order was just as much
in turmoil as in the present day. In-
dia had become the first major Brit-
ish colony to gain freedom, and its
new leader, Jawaharlal Nehru, saw
the fate of India as important not on-
ly for his country’s own people but
also for the other, still-colonised peo-
ples of Asia. Although the violence of
Partition cast a bloody cloud across
the landscape, the establishment of
India as a multi-party electoral de-
mocracy with a free media was a
foundation stone of the secular polit-
ics that Nehru embodied, and want-
ed an independent India to repre-
sent. China’s fate at that time was
also marked by violence, but it had a
very different result. China had
fought Japan from 1937 to 1945 dur-
ing World War II, but was then
plunged into a civil war between the
ruling Nationalists of Chiang Kai-
shek and the Communists under
Mao Zedong. Mao’s victory saw the
establishment of the PRC, which
leaned heavily on the Soviet Union
for its economic model. China was
kept out of the United Nations for
another two decades, and did not
open diplomatic relations with the
U.S. for three. The years of Mao’s
rule saw immense domestic turmoil,

Beijing, in 1988. =arp

with events such as the Great Leap
Forward of 1958-62, an experiment
in self-sufficient socialism that went
horrifically wrong and starved mil-
lions of farmers to death, as well as
the Cultural Revolution of 1966-76, in
which China went to war with itself.
Mao’s China also, of course, went to
war with India, in a border conflict in
1962 whose after-effects are still very
evident today.

Common concerns

Yet, in the later years, the thawing of
the Cold War saw both countries
change path, and even share some
common concerns. By the 1990s, In-
dia’s highly protected economy was
producing limited growth, and con-
troversial reforms under figures in-
cluding P.V. Narasimha Rao opened
up the economy in various ways,
creating a new class of millionaires
as well as increasing inequality. In a
sense, China had been there first,
with the astonishing economic expe-
riment begun in the 1970s with the
blessing of Mao’s ultimate successor,
Deng Xiaoping. Instead of the com-
mand economy that Mao had fa-
voured, China’s senior leader al-
lowed the development of a market
economy. This did not follow the
model pioneered by Ronald Reagan,
Margaret Thatcher, and Bob Hawke,
of removing the government as
much as possible from the workings
of the market.

Instead, the Chinese private sec-
tor was given space to develop with-
in a framework controlled by the
party. But it worked astonishingly
well. China became a manufacturing
hub for the world, regularly posting
10% growth rates in the late 1990s
and early 2000s. Today, China’s per
capita GDP rate is around $9,000 a
year, as opposed to around $2,000
for India.
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Today, geopolitical tensions mean
that China and India mostly sit on
opposite ends on major global ques-
tions. There are some areas of com-
monality, to be fair; both are nervous
about climate change commitments
that may hamper their growth, and
both abstained at the United Nations
this year rather than condemning
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

Lessons to be learned
Yet there are also elements behind
their rise that mean that both sides
can learn from each other. One of
China’s most powerful engines for
growth has been its stress on educa-
tion: 2.4% of GDP goes on research
and development broadly defined,
and in international university rank-
ings, which mostly rate hard scienc-
es, China has a group of institutions
in the top tier, many more than In-
dia. Education is not evenly distri-
buted, with urban centres obtaining
much more of the pie than the chil-
dren of the countryside. Yet, there is
no doubt that China’s stress on build-
ing human capital has had results.
However, China’s current political
system runs the risk of losing its
gains as it become narrower and
more authoritarian. In the last few
years, technology entrepreneurs,
academics and lawyers have all be-
come victims of political crackdowns
by the party, which is concerned
about any voices that do not simply
follow the line sent down by Beijing.
However, societies that suppress
questioning voices find, in time, that
their capacity to innovate is dam-
aged. India has long had a pluralist
system with a variety of voices; the
flexibility and capacity to change
that such a system can provide
should give both China and India
pause for thought if neither wants to
fall behind in the next stage of global
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development.

Challenges ahead

The 2020s will provide a set of chal-
lenges for both India and China. On
the international stage, both coun-
tries need to think where they can
find new friends. In the case of India,
there are plenty of suitors, as the es-
tablishment of the Quad naval agree-
ment with the U.S., Australia, and Ja-
pan suggests. Yet independent India
has always been reluctant to become
too entangled in disputes beyond its
borders. The growing strength of
China has become a source of alarm
for India, but it is not yet obvious
that New Delhi wants to accept the
invitations of the U.S. to become a
full-blown ally against Beijing, nor
what New Delhi’s reaction would be,
say, to a Chinese attempt to take Tai-
wan in the near future. China is like-
wise wary of formal alliances, but
that is in part because its potential
partners are ambivalent ones. Russia
and China declared a “friendship
without limits” in February this year,
but it seems unlikely that Russian
President Vladimir Putin shared the
full extent of his ambition to invade
Ukraine with Chinese President Xi
Jinping when he met him at the Win-
ter Olympics.

There is little doubt that the ac-
tions of both China and India will
shape Asia in the next decade. But it
is likely that they will continue to do
so in wary opposition to each other,
and not as part of a wider Asian pow-
er bloc of the sort that Nehru might
have imagined back in 1947, even if
they continue to remain the first and
second most populous societies on
earth - in whichever order.

Rana Mitter is Professor of History and
Politics of Modern China, University of
Oxford

DUSHYANT DAVE

s the nation celebrates Azadi ka Am-
rit Mahotsav’, with the accompany-
ing slogan, ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’, we
ust, while saluting the flag, pon-
der over the events that led to the birth of
this great national emblem. The Constituent
Assembly made an invaluable contribution
in giving us this great national flag. The de-
bates and events that took place in its adop-
tion were thus. On July 22, 1947, Jawaharlal
Nehru moved the following Resolution be-
fore the Constituent Assembly of India: “Re-
solved that the National Flag of India shall be
horizontal tricolour of deep Saffron (Kesari),
white and dark green in equal proportion. In
the centre of the white band, there shall be a
Wheel in navy blue to represent the Charkha
The design of the Wheel shall be that of the
Wheel (Chakra) which appears on the aba-
cuse of the Sarnath Lion Capital of Asoka...
The diameter of the Wheel shall approxi-
mate to the width of the white band and the
ratio of the width to the length of the Flag
shall ordinarily be 2:3.”

The event marked the culmination of a
freedom struggle across over 100 years, in
which millions of Indians, men, women and
children, sacrificed their lives and liveli-
hood. The national flag was a slight change-
over from the swaraj flag which was first
hoisted at the Indian National Congress Ses-
sion in Calcutta in 1911 by the late Dadabhai
Naoroji. The flag was adopted not by a for-
mal resolution, but by popular acclaim and
usage, adopted much more by the sacrifice
that had surrounded it in the past few de-
cades. Nehru declared, with hope and trust,
amid cheers, that this flag was not “a Flag of
Empire, a Flag of Imperialism, a Flag of dom-
ination over any body, but a Flag of freedom
not only for ourselves, but a symbol of free-
dom to all people who may see it”.

The original flag had a charkha but it had a
wheel on one side and spindle on the other,
and if one looked at the flag from the other
side, the spindle would come the other way
and the wheel the other, making the flag
look disproportionate. Looking at this practi-
cal difficulty, the charkha was replaced by
the chakra (wheel), being a symbol of “In-
dia’s ancient culture”; “a symbol of the many
things that India had stood for through the
ages”.

Seth Govind Das dismissed some thoughts
attributing a communal angle to the colours
by saying, “I would remind you of the war of
Independence of 1857. At that time, the co-
lour of our flag was green and under it we
fought that battle. It was at that time not the
colour of Muslims alone or of Hindus but of
all those who fought the war of
Independence.”

S. Radhakrishnan said, “The Flag links up
the past and the present. It is the legacy be-
queathed to us by the architects of our liber-
ty. Those who fought under this Flag are
mainly responsible for the arrival of this
great day of Independence for India....”

Saiyid Mohammad Saadulla said, “In my
opinion the Flag symbolises the evolution of
our aspirations, the fulfilment of our strug-

Time for India to reclaim its moral leadership

The challenge today is to define a unique foreign policy identity and shape the country’s engagement with a chaotic world
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gles and the ultimate result of all our sacrific-
es.” In his view, the white portion of the flag
was a reminder that we should be pure not
only in word but also in deed, and that “pur-
ity should be [the] motto of our life — indivi-
dually as well as in connection with the
State... The Dharma chakra of Asoka re-
minds us of the condition of the people at
the time of that great Buddhist Emperor of
India. He ruled not for his personal aggran-
disement but for the contentment, peace
and prosperity of the people under his
charge...”

Pandit Govind Malaviya put the debate on
a higher pedestal by declaring that “...The
flag may be of a piece of white cloth of any
other insignificant material, but when it is
accepted as a National Flag, it becomes the
emblem of national self-respect.... It be-
comes its dearest object.”

“Remember,” said Sarojini Naidu, “under
this Flag there is no prince and there is no
peasant, there is no rich and there is no
poor. There is no privilege there is only du-
ty... and sacrifice. Whether we be Hindus or
Muslims, Christians, Jains, Sikhs or Zoros-
trians and others, our Mother India has one
undivided heart and one indivisible spirit.
Men and women of reborn India, rise and sa-
lute this Flag! I bid you, rise and salute the
Flag,” she said, amidst thunderous cheers.

The President of the Assembly, Dr. Rajen-
dra Prasad, at the end of the lively and
sombre debate, put the resolution to vote
and the motion was adopted, with the whole
Assembly standing.

Let us hope India continues its progress
for generations to come under the aegis of
the Flag, “Vivat, Crescat, floreat India (May
India under the aegis of this Flag live, grow
and flourish)”. Article 51A describes Funda-
mental Duties of every Citizen of India in-
cluding “to abide by the Constitution and
respect its ideals and institutions, the nation-
al Flag and the National Anthem” as also “to
cherish and follow the noble ideals which in-
spired our national struggle for freedom”.

Let us hope and pray that the National
Flag is revered at all times in light of the spirit
under which it was born.

Dushyant Dave is a Senior Advocate, Supreme Court of
India and a former President of the Supreme Court
Bar Association

HAPPYMON JACOB

t 75, India — a younger state and
an older nation — stands at a
critical juncture in its relation-
hip with the world. The world
in which India won indepdence in 1947
has changed beyond recognition, from
a bipolar U.S.-U.S.S.R. world to a brief
unipolar moment of American hegemo-
ny to one that is moving toward another
bipolar competition between China and
the United States, distracted by the illu-
sions of a multipolar world. For India,
the challenge today is to define its un-
ique foreign policy identity, and shape
the contours of its engagement with an
increasingly chaotic world. India can
address this by reclaiming its moral lea-
dership in the region and beyond.

A post-normative turn

India at 75 appears to have become a
‘normal country’ (or just another coun-
try if you will) with its claims of a moral
or political exceptionalism increasingly
ringing hollow (or being abandoned),
and its national interests articulated in a
more unembarrassed manner. There is
an abiding feeling within much of the
Indian strategic and political elite that
its moral claims have not served the
country’s interests well. This post-nor-
mative turn in India’s foreign policy,
with its attendant aggression, a new lan-
guage of self-interest and growing ba-
lance of power temptations, is likely to
define India’s attitude towards the
world going forward. India has long gi-
ven up on non-alignment, and its lega-
tee concept ‘strategic autonomy’ is de-
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void of any normative connotations,
unlike its predecessor.

While this post-normative turn has
helped better clarify the country’s na-
tional interests to itself and others, the
moral argument is no longer viewed as a
powerful foreign policy tool. There is an
enduring grievance in contemporary In-
dia that the moral arguments it consis-
tently made since (and even prior to) its
independence have not taken India very
far. While it is not wrong to argue that in
an increasingly chaotic world, self-help
is unavoidable, and moral arguments or
policies alone will not take nations very
far especially those located in hard geo-
political situations, it is also not inaccu-
rate to argue that nations and leaders
who can provide moral leadership have
a special place in the comity of nations.

So, the question that countries such
as India (because the world still, albeit
occasionally, looks up to us for moral
leadership or as a peace-builder) should
ask is whether it is possible to uphold
the norms and values in foreign policy
pursuits without necessarily sacrificing
its own national interests. As the histor-
ian E.H. Carr powerfully argued in his
masterpiece, The Twenty Years® Crisis,
1919-1939, “any sound political thought
must be based on elements of both uto-
pia and reality”. India may have be-
come a ‘normal country’ today, but
there is no reason for us to stop being a
normal power with a moral persuasion.

India and global institutions

Another important factor in India’s rela-
tionship with the world is its role as an
institution builder (or the lack thereof).
India has followed seemingly contradic-
tory policies. It has been keen on parti-
cipating in global institutions, including
the UN Security Council (which it has
been kept out of), it has made signifi-
cant contributions to various types of
international organisations, interna-
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tional or inter-governmental, and it has
been a keen participant in various glo-
bal efforts at addressing common global
challenges. And yet, despite our keen
desire to be a part of global institutions
and governance structures, have we
made, sustained or supported such in-
stitutions in our own region? I agree it
would not have been easy and would
have involved compromises.

Let us dig a little deeper. Even as we
fought for sovereign equality and non-
intervention in the affairs of other coun-
tries globally, and dismissed hegemony
or the dominance of any one power, we
have done pretty much the opposite in
our own region (once again, I get it —
‘it’s complicated’). Notwithstanding the
double standards, the point I want to

stress is that we lost an opportunity in
our own region to lead by example.
Once a site of India’s primacy, South
Asia is no longer ‘India’s region’, and so
India has lost the opportunity to build
cooperative institutions and norms in
the region, and to sustain its political in-
fluence in it.

The impact of such a lost opportunity
is becoming evident today. India’s reluc-
tance over building institutions in its
‘periphery’ which can sustain demo-
cratic values and economic integration
has come back to haunt the country gi-
ven how Beijing’s predatory economic
practices have managed to sway the re-
gion so effortlessly. So, we must reima-
gine our approach to global and region-
al institutions and norm-building.

India is also a power caught between
the deep desires of being a great power
and the material incapacities of being
unable to become one. That was per-
haps a reason why the country’s ‘early
leaders’ sought to project India as a mo-
ral great power, cognisant of its debili-
tating material incapacities to be a ‘nor-
mal’ great power. Seventy-five years
since Independence, India is perhaps
neither — a moral great power or one in
the standard material sense.

Our loss (or wilful renunciation) of
moral agency in foreign policy has a
number of consequences. For one, our
ability to build peace or mediate for glo-
bal peace has vastly diminished (not
that there is much appetite for doing so
in New Delhi even if material ability
were available). Second, contemporary
India’s pursuit of its interests is hardly
backed by normative arguments but by
material power (which it does not have
a great deal of) or exploitation of great
power contradictions or playing the ba-
lance-of-power games.

As the incumbent Foreign Minister
writes in his book, The India Way, India
seeks to advance its “national interests
by identifying and exploiting opportun-
ities created by global contradictions”,
using “competition to extract as much
gains from as many ties as possible” and
soliciting or manipulating stronger forc-
es to its advantage. Surely these are
standard practices of statecraft and In-
dia cannot be faulted for adopting them
in an uncertain world. And, yet, this
line of thinking belongs to a passive
state unwilling to proactively shape the
outcomes of international politics. Can
we not do better than that?

Here is a related question: when In-
dia seeks a place at the global high ta-
bles, what does it bring to the table? If
the answer is one that is premised on
the argument of sheer size, that is a lazy
one. Consider this: India will soon be-

come the most populous country in the
world, but it will hardly be a demo-
graphic superpower; it is set to be the
world’s sixth-largest economy but it is
still too poor to spend for global peace,
stability or maintenance of world order.
So, what exactly can we offer the world
if we want to proactively shape the glo-
bal order? That is precisely where nor-
mative arguments and moral leadership
are important.

Elusive peace and stability

Another major aspect of India’s engage-
ment with the world is its search for
peace and stability. New Delhi’s insis-
tent references to ‘terrorism’ in its state-
ments in various forums is a partial indi-
cation of this deep desire for a stable
neighbourhood. Despite enjoying re-
gional primacy for a long time, India
failed to pacify the region, and its own
actions have often contributed to re-
gional instability. But there is a larger is-
sue here pertaining to India’s moral
agency: our attitudes and policies to-
ward the outside world will also be a
function of who we are internally. Our
Weltanschauung cannot be seen to be di-
vorced from who we are internally as a
nation. Put differently, can India truly
build peace externally without building
peace internally? Good foreign policy
starts with good domestic politics.

We must reclaim our moral leader-
ship in the comity of nations, but it has
to begin from within the country and
neighbourhood. The argument is not
that India must relinquish its hard na-
tional interests, but that moral argu-
ments have the power to highlight the
appeal of our national interests even
more.

Happymon Jacob is Associate Professor, Centre
for International Politics, Organisation and
Disarmament, School of International Studies,
Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi
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Local governments in a state of disrepair

Nearly 30 years since the 73rd and 74th constitutional amendments came into force, politicians have
failed to keep their word on the true devolution of powers, responsibilities and accountability

T.R. RAGHUNANDAN

ne cannot strike a cheerful
note when contemplating
the state of India’s pan-
chayats and municipalities,
75 years after Independence. True,
the local government system ob-
tained constitutional status only
through the 73rd and 74th constitu-
tional amendments, which mandat-
ed panchayats and municipalities,
devolved a range of powers and res-
ponsibilities and made them accoun-
table to the people. Some say that it
was lucky that those amendments
were passed at all; they were tabled
in Parliament on the day that the Ba-
bri Masjid was attacked by a mob on
December 6, 1992. The mind of the
country was somewhere else then.

These amendments, which came
into force in 1993, were revolution-
ary; they changed the scope and ex-
tent of India’s democracy. From a
mere 4,000 MLAs and MPs, the
number of our elected representa-
tives exploded to nearly 3.2 million.
We progressed from being represen-
tationally sparse to one of the most
intense democratic participatory
systems envisaged. Scope was pro-
vided for the participation of women
and the marginalised sections of so-
ciety in government. These reserva-
tions were not merely extended to
the elected seats but to the leader-
ship positions as well.

In the nearly 30 years since these
amendments were incorporated into
our Constitution, politicians have
mouthed the rhetoric of power to
the people, but failed to keep their
word on the true ‘devolution’ of
powers, responsibilities and accoun-
tability to local governments.

While many scoffed at enabling
women, SCs, STs and OBCs to occu-
py leadership positions, politicians
of all hues were alive to the signifi-
cance of these measures.

Nitish Kumar, in 2006, enlarged
women’s representation in Bihar’s
panchayats from the minimum man-
dated level of one third to half of the
elected seats and leadership posi-
tions. Other politicians quickly fol-
lowed suit; such provisions exist in
the majority of States now.

Say of bureaucrats

Bureaucrats, insulated from political
compulsions, remain steadfastly op-
posed to strengthening local govern-
ments. That is natural; they would
lose their pre-eminent positions of
power over where, how and when
government money is spent, if they
actually devolved power to local go-
vernments.

“Local governments have no ca-
pacity,” they proclaim, waving their
hands at the lakhs of elected mem-
bers who had stood for elections and
won them — something no bureau-
crat had the capacity to do.

There is a cabal forged between
top-level politicians and such bu-

People waiting to cast their votes for the panchayat electlons in Jabalpur district of Madhya Pradesh.

reaucrats. The strategy is simple:
let’s spout the talk, but let’s not walk
it. Let us starve local governments of
staff and money. That is exactly
where we stand at the moment.

A three-pronged strategy is used
to cripple the local government sys-
tem.

Every local government needs to
have organisational capacity, by way
of staff such as engineers, office staff
and social mobilisers. Staffing of lo-
cal governments is scanty. In some
States, many panchayats share a sin-
gle secretary, who operates from a
shoulder bag, a jhola, carrying all the
books. The sub-district staff are still
controlled by the Collector, seen as
the head of an anachronism, the dis-
trict ‘administration’.

The line departments are loath to
allow their local institutions -
schools, anganwadis, primary health
centres, veterinary hospitals and so
on — to be placed under the control
and supervision of panchayats. Yet,
in a delicious paradox, one cannot
hold any higher-level bureaucrat to
account for the abysmal quality of lo-
cal services.

Second, local governments are
starved of money. The Union Fi-
nance Commissions have made de-
sirable recommendations, but the pi-
tifully low finances that are devolved
to local governments, not more than
5% of the divisible pool of Union tax-
es, come with conditionalities that
bind them to specific uses.

Furthermore, these funds are tied
down by restrictive procedures that
give officers control over local go-
vernment expenditure decisions,
through cheque signing conditionali-
ties.

While local governments have
their own tax resources such as pro-
perty taxes, in many States, there is
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no emphasis given to their collec-
tion. Where they are collected, offic-
ers exert control over how local go-
vernments use their funds, by
committing these to aggregate pur-
chases tendered and arranged at
higher levels. Last, in a diabolical
twist of the public finance system,
funds meant for the mandated du-
ties of local governments are divert-
ed to parallel corporate structures
that perform these duties without
accountability to, or consultation
with the people. The Smart City
‘Special Purpose Vehicle’ is a partic-
ularly ill-reputed example.

Third, technology is a much-loved
tool of bureaucrats to centralise the
delivery of local services, much to
the detriment of local decision-mak-
ing. Guess why centralised benefici-
ary selection, payments and location
decisions of public utilities are so
popular with bureaucrats? They take
away from local, nuanced decision-
making and put enormous powers in
the hands of higher-level officers and
politicians. Thus, beneficiary lists
prepared through gram sabhas are
subverted by MLAs acting in concert
with higher-level officers who, in
spite of their claims to professional
neutrality, are unable to resist politi-
cal pressure from above.

The new battleground

What of the coming years, in the
light of these dismal practices which
have eclipsed the constitutional vi-
sion? I see a few trends emerging.
First, urban governments will be the
new battleground. The 74th amend-
ment was the poor cousin of the
73rd, with weaker provisions, partic-
ularly regarding the enabling of peo-
ples’ participation in governance.
However, the continuous breakdown
of urban services is igniting interest
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amongst urban citizens — most have
been indifferent in the past — to en-
gage with and combat bad gover-
nance. Over the past decade, urban
NGOs have sprung up, which edu-
cate and exhort urban citizens to
take a greater interest in urban go-
vernance. There are many good ex-
amples of local action in practice.

Second, there is a growing failure
of local services being delivered by
line departments. Earlier, in many
States, line departments were un-
willing to devolve decisions on loca-
tion of new infrastructure — that is
where the powers of patronage exist-
ed. However, as India closes the in-
frastructure gap, line departments
seem more willing to hand over the
day-to-day management of local ser-
vices to local governments. One of
the outcomes of the pandemic lock-
downs was how panchayats rallied
around to keep local institutions go-
ing, even as higher-level officials
were unable to supervise and man-
age them. That phenomenon, hope-
fully, has assured line departments
that local governments have the cap-
ability to manage their own essential
services, if they could be treated
with less condescension and greater
respect.

In the final outcome, local govern-
ments cannot be ignored. For us, the
Indian people, our independence for
the most part lies in strong local go-
vernments that are responsive to our
needs and wants. Local governments
are much more than our garbage col-
lectors and street-light managers.
They are our most effective vaccines
against the pandemic of big
government.

T.R. Raghunandan is former Joint Secretary,
Ministry of Panchayati Raj, Government of
India

The fastest-growing large
economy in the world

India has come a long way, but much remains to be done

AJIT RANADE

ndia represents one sixth of the world

and is today the third largest economy in

terms of purchasing power parity. Even

in terms of nominal exchange rate of the
dollar, India is the sixth largest economy. It
has grown at an average rate of 7% per an-
num for the past 40 years, growing from a
size of $189 billion in 1980 to nearly $3 tril-
lion today.

This growth rate is about 2% lower than
that of China over the same period but repre-
sents a higher rate of return when compared
with the investment rate of the GDP.

Until the year of the COVID-19 pandemic,
India did not have a single year since 1980
when its economy contracted.

It was continuously expanding, with peak
rates of 9% to 10% in between. As we cele-
brate our 76th Independence Day, it is worth
reminding that at birth, the newborn nation
was highly impoverished, thanks to centu-
ries of colonial exploitation. It was critically
dependent on foreign aid for food and forex
and had an average life expectancy of only 32
years. The level of illiteracy was very high.

The sheer scale of economic transforma-
tion of this nation from bottom to top league
is nothing short of spectacular. Today’s India
is not only self-sufficient but also an exporter
of food. It holds the fifth largest stock of fo-
reign exchange and is a net lender to the In-
ternational Monetary Fund, a far cry from
having to go with a begging bowl to the IMF
on the brink of forex bankruptcy in 1991.

Confident foreign investor

Foreign investors have cumulatively poured
in half a trillion dollars into India in the past
three decades, after the economy opened
up. This reflects their confidence in the
growth potential. India is the rare Asian
country with a persistent current account
deficit, as imports always exceed exports.
And yet, foreign investors, undeterred by
trade deficit, pour investment dollars into
factories and businesses as well as into capi-
tal markets, leading to a consistent balance
of payment currency surplus for India.

The foreign investor is confident that even
with twin deficits (fiscal and external), the
growth of the economy, driven by demogra-
phy and dynamism, can pay for the deficits.
Thanks to that consistent economic growth,
the level of extreme poverty is down sharply
from nearly 50% to possibly single digits,
and life expectancy has more than doubled
since 1947.

On the political front too, India’s robust
democracy stands in sharp contrast to the
authoritarian regime of its more affluent
northern neighbour. Surviving for seven de-
cades, nay flourishing in once piece, despite
its immense diversity in every conceivable
dimension, be it religion, race, language, cul-
ture or cuisine, is a minor miracle in itself.
Many large countries such as the USSR broke
up into smaller splinters. That is not to say
that India’s democracy is perfect. Neverthe-
less, since the first national election, the
country has witnessed largely bloodless and
peaceful transfer of power — 16 times — so-
mething that other former colonial, develop-
ing countries can only envy.

India’s early post-Independence econom-
ic strategy had to factor in the extreme po-

Lights, camera, action: the changing hues on a broad canvas

The evolution from within the structures of India’s traditional film industry to the digital age has been spectacular

SHALINI USHADEVI

n the film Dharavi (1992), the hero,

Raj Karan Yadav (played by Om Pu-

ri), strives to find a better life for

himself, one that is free from debt
and drudgery. After unsuccessful at-
tempts to buy his own taxi, he ap-
proaches moneylenders to borrow mo-
ney and set up an illegal factory. Once
again, he is unable to pay the money
back to them and unwittingly becomes
embroiled in a gang war. As he mean-
ders through his life with frustratingly
little agency, the character, Dreamgirl
(played by Madhuri Dixit), appears — a
beautiful, serene mirage that becomes
his only source of comfort. This encap-
sulates what cinema means to India —
an escape from mounting bills, equated
monthly instalments and infuriating
socio-politics.

A good film, they say, is one that al-
lows each one of its viewers to see a dif-
ferent film. A popcorn film, on the other
hand, in its desperation to be under-
stood by all, is typically understood to
be tropey, allowing for little to no
nuance. A perceived crowbar separa-
tion existed between the two, until
recently.

In the years after Independence, sev-
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verty, the scarcity of growth capital, a low
tax base and an export pessimism begotten
possibly by suspicion of colonial powers.

India was more inward looking and in-
fluenced, if not enamoured, by the Soviet
planning model of development. One could
argue, with hindsight, that it should have
been abandoned much earlier than when we
actually did. But in light of early conditions,
the initial import substitution-led industrial
strategy, supported by low wage goods (i.e.,
food prices), which, in turn, necessitated in-
put subsidies to agriculture, did pay divi-
dends in terms of infrastructure and green
revolution. It just stayed longer than it need-
ed to. India also missed the bus, unlike her
East Asian neighbours, on capitalising on la-
bour intensive export-led growth. But after
the shock of 1991, the economy opened up
dramatically.

India’s trade to GDP ratio, an indicator of
its openness is higher than the United States.
It is now the world’s leading exporter of soft-
ware and an outsourcing powerhouse.

Indian workers send nearly 100 billion
dollars of inbound remittance, which streng-
thens the Indian economy. In an indirect
way, it is like India’s labour export income.

The economy has a large domestic mo-
mentum, which can only grow once per cap-
ita income rises above $3,000 or $4,000.
The other signs of strength are in terms of
proliferation of unicorns (valued highly by
equity investors), exponential growth of e-
commerce and digital payments, and a wi-
dening industrial base.

Agriculture is much less dependent on the
vagaries of the weather, and diversification
towards more climate, soil and market-ap-
propriate crops is evident, as is the huge
growth in the animal husbandry and dairy
sector. India is also meeting its very ambi-
tious targets of renewable energy, especially
of solar energy, ahead of schedule. The mar-
riage of cheap solar electricity and of large-
scale hydrogen economy holds the tantalis-
ing promise of an energy surplus, not defi-
cient, and import-dependent economy.

Negative aspects

The economy’s glass is more than half full,
but we cannot ignore the negative aspects.
Unemployment remains a huge challenge, as
the youth still scramble for government jobs.
The government disclosed in Parliament re-
cently that 220 million Indians had applied
for just seven lakh government jobs in the
past seven years.

Besides, labour force participation rate is
low, alarmingly so for women. Job creation is
priority number one, even as nearly 70% of
industrial jobs are vulnerable to becoming
extinct, thanks to automation and robotics.
Despite running the world’s biggest and lon-
gest-running free foodgrain distribution pro-
gramme, India’s ranking in the world hunger
index is abysmal, signifying the lopsided dis-
tribution of economic growth. Inequality in
income, wealth, access to quality education
and health facilities is widening.

Hence the tilt towards more welfare
spending, which increases fiscal pressure.
To generate 10 million jobs annually, we
need lakhs of new enterprises to be born.
That calls for ease of doing business, espe-
cially in areas such as dispute resolution and
contract enforcement. But the judiciary is
clogged with nearly 50 million cases. Judicial
reform is as urgent as job creation. India is
the fastest-growing large economy, proud of
her democratic foundations, but much work
remains to be done.

Ajit Ranade is an economist based in Pune

eral members of the Progressive Writers
Association (PWA) and the Indian Peo-
ple’s Theatre Association (IPTA) took
the Hindi film industry by storm. Don-
ning the roles of writers, lyricists and
film-makers, they embedded radical re-
formist themes into mainstream cinema
and discourse. These set the template
for plot and character definition of In-
dian heroes, male and female, for de-
cades.

Some of these became high grossers
and the others, festival favourites. The
holy grail — a combination of the two —
remained numerically few. And, down
south, the Kerala People’s Arts Club
(KPAC) determined much of the popu-
lar culture in Kerala and beyond. Anti-
imperialist and socially progressive
themes formed the crux of several com-
mercial films of the time. Remakes of
successful films across industries saw
the building of a certain pan-Indian eth-
os that embraced ideas of Nehruvian
socialism.

In the 1970s and 1980s, disillusion-
ment with the system was at an all-time
high. Audiences lashed out against an
oppressive system vicariously through
the ‘angry young man’. The need for
‘black and white hero defeats villain’
narratives arose. For movie villains, it
was a golden age. Uni-dimensional, me-
galomaniac despots were stand-ins for
authority figures. ‘Mogambo’ and ‘Gab-
bar Singh’ were the catch words. Cen-
sorship ensured that important themes
had to be ‘smuggled into’ the conscious-
ness of the nation, and not spelt out. As
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A still from the Shah Rukh Khan and Kajol starrer Dllwale Dulhanla Le Jayenge.

a genre, horror, though not yet main-
stream, thrived. The Ramsey brothers
made films that had better initials than
star vehicles at the time.

The ‘crossover’ age

In the 1990s, with the advent of globali-
sation and privatisation of channels, a
new kind of Indian film was born — the
‘crossover’ film. The characters, who
were mostly urban, spoke in English

with a smattering of the vernacular lan-
guage. The genre-defining Hyderabad
Blues featured Varun, a non-resident In-
dian, who was both baffled and strug-
gling to navigate a now alien socio-cul-
tural landscape to court his Indian love
interest. The entry of the multiplex lib-
erated the film-maker from having to
create cinema that spoke to everyone. A
film that resonated with only a niche au-
dience could also guarantee a return on

investment. This also gave rise to a new
breed of producers who were willing to
back less conventional projects that
were not necessarily ‘festival’ or ‘award’
films.

At the other end of the spectrum was
Bollywood’s version of the NRI film. In
the expensively mounted, wildly suc-
cessful Dilwale Dulhania Le Jayenge, Raj,
the NRI hero, was seen chasing Simran,
his NRI love interest, to India in order to
convince her to break off her engage-
ment with her Indian fiancé and marry
him. The first half of the film featured a
highly aspirational Europe trip that two
young adults take on their own, while
the second half hard-sold ideas of a tra-
ditional India where young adults could
only meet in secret or in the company of
elders This was a period that was also
rife with war cries about there being
‘threats to Indian culture’ and laments
that children of the MTV generation
were rejecting their roots. Themes of
nationalism and tradition, often
couched in modernity, punctuated ci-
nema across industries. The overseas
sales of Indian cinema — notably Hindi,
Tamil and Telugu — rose exponentially.
Films such as Dangal and Baahubali also
drew non-Indian viewership, signalling
the opening up of hitherto unexplored
markets.

A demystification

The year 2010 and beyond saw the pop-
ularisation of digital film-making in In-
dia, where all of a sudden it was possi-
ble for anyone to make a film. Student

film festivals and ‘make-a-film’ competi-
tions sprung up across the country. It al-
so led to a demystification of the pro-
cess that made it possible to make films
even outside the structures of tradition-
al film industries. Access to different
kinds of technology made it possible for
film-makers to experiment with
themes.

It is now the age of over-the-top
(OTT) platforms and the rise of social
media. There are algorithms that dili-
gently (and alarmingly) track audience
behaviour in real time. Earlier, while
there were gaps in understanding that
steered producers towards creating ho-
mogenous content (that guaranteed
super hits), today, there is a more
layered understanding of what an au-
dience needs and wants, and also over-
laps in markets that can be further
exploited.

There is the understanding that so-
meone who watches a film for ‘young
adults’ may also watch a film about an
expedition before even switching to fan-
tasy. Notions of ‘good’ and ‘mainstream’
are constantly being reassessed and re-
defined. Audiences today have more
agency than ever before in determining
the kind of content that gets created.

They can choose exactly what they
want to watch to escape mounting bills,
EMIs and infuriating socio-politics.

Shalini Ushadevi is a writer and director who
won the Best Screenplay Award at the 68th
National Film Awards in 2022 for her work on
‘Soorarai Pottru’
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India proved sceptics
wrong, says President

“Senior citizens among us
have witnessed a dramatic
change in their lifetime.
They have seen how, after
Independence, all the gen-
erations have toiled hard;
how we met great challeng-
es and how we have taken
charge of our destiny. The
lessons learnt in the process
will prove useful as we move
towards the next milestone
in the journey of the nation -
the Amrit Kaal, 25 years to
the celebration of the cen-
tenary of our Indepen-
dence,” the President said
and added that by the year
2047, we will have fully real-
ised the dreams of our free-
dom fighters. “We will have
given a concrete shape to
the vision of those who, led
by Babasaheb Bhimrao Am-
bedkar, drafted the Consti-
tution. We are already on
course to build an Atma-
nirbhar Bharat, an India
that would have realised its
true potential,” she said.
Ms. Murmu said the CO-
VID-19 pandemic  has
uprooted lives and also eco-
nomies in the entire world.
“When the world has been
battling the economic con-
sequences of the great cri-

sis, India got its act together
and is now moving forward.
India is among the fastest
growing major economies in
the world,” she added. She
credited the government
and policy-makers for beat-
ing the global trend and
helping the economy flour-
ish. “During the last few
years, unprecedented pro-
gress has been made in the
development of physical
and digital infrastructure,”
she said adding that the
growth is becoming more
inclusive and regional dis-
parities too are reducing.
Ms. Murmu said econom-
ic success is leading to an
ease in living too. “The key-
word for India today is com-
passion; for the downtrod-
den, for the needy and for
those on the margins,” she
said. Ms. Murmu said when
works are done with the spi-
rit of ‘Nation First’, it is
bound to reflect in every de-
cision and every sector.
“This is also reflected in In-
dia’s standing in the world,”
she said. Quoting Kannada
poet Kuvempu, she urged
the youth to make total sa-
crifice for the motherland
and upliftment of citizens.

A cross-border family’s

visa travails

Traditionally, the Sodhas do
not marry within their own
clan and have always inter-
married with other Rajput
clans in India, with a special
visa mandate to travel back
and forth agreed to for them
some decades ago. Mr.
Singh’s father was from Pa-
kistan, his mother belongs
to India, and his brother
and sister, born in Pakistan,
now live in Jodhpur and Jai-
salmer, respectively.

Mr. Singh and Magan
married in Jodhpur in 1996,
and she moved to Pakistan,
but died of hepatitis in 2012,
leaving a son, Chander Veer
Singh, 22, and daughters,
Meena, 21 and Disha, 13. A
year later, he and Magan’s
cousin Dimple Kanwar mar-
ried, and had two children,
Kuleep, 8 and Priya, 4. The
couple chose to bring up all
the five children together in
India.

In fact, according to the
Sodha community leaders
interviewed by local media,
as many as 900 Sodhas
found themselves and their
families blacklisted, as visa
regulations between the
two countries were tight-
ened, and the special man-

date was rescinded. Exter-
nal Affairs and Home
Ministry officials declined to
comment on the reasons for
the visa denials.

Bilateral tensions

As India and Pakistan shut
down borders, exchanges,
trade, and people-to-people
ties over the next few years
due to bilateral tensions and
the COVID-19 pandemic, Mr.
Singh began to lose hope of
visiting India again, though
he kept applying for his visa
each time he received a re-
jection.

Ms. Kanwar too drafted
letter after letter of appeal
to officials in the Rajasthan
government and the two Mi-
nistries. “I humbly request
on humanitarian grounds
that the visa/clearance may
be granted, so that our dis-
turbed family [can be reu-
nited], and our kids may re-
ceive the supervision of
both their parents,” Ms.
Kanwar wrote in a Novem-
ber 2021 letter.

The frustrations multiply,
says Mr. Singh, given just
how close they are to each
other (just about 400 km)
on the map.

Political row over
Partition remembrance

Last year, Mr. Modi an-
nounced that August 14
would be observed as the
Partition Horrors Remem-
brance Day, which would
keep reminding the coun-
trymen of the need to “re-
move the poison of social di-
visions, disharmony and
further strengthen the spirit
of oneness, social harmony
and human empower-
ment”.

On Sunday, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah also
took to Twitter to say: “The
partition of the country in
1947 is that inhuman chap-
ter of Indian history which
can never be forgotten. The
violence and hatred of Parti-
tion claimed millions of lives
and displaced innumerable
people.”

BJP president J.P. Nadda,
who participated in a silent
procession in the evening to
mark the occasion, tweeted:
“I solemnly remember
those who paid an unbeara-
ble price during Partition.
We must never forget how
politics of selfishness & per-
sonal interests led to Parti-
tion & pain.”

BJP’s video

Earlier, the BJP - through its
Twitter handle - released an
over a seven-minute-long vi-
deo in which the role of the
then Congress and Commu-

cM
K

nist leaders was questioned.

The party said: “Those
who had no knowledge of
India’s cultural heritage, ci-
vilization, values, pilgrimag-
es, in just three weeks, they
drew the border between
people living together for
centuries. Where were
those people at that time
who had the responsibility
of fighting against these divi-
sive forces?”

Congress responds

Responding to this, Jairam
Ramesh, Congress general
secretary in-charge of com-
munication, said in a series
of tweets in Hindi, “The real
intent of PM [Prime Minis-
ter] to mark August 14 as
Partition Horrors Remem-
brance Day is to use the
most traumatic historical
events as fodder for his cur-
rent political battles. Lakhs
upon lakhs were dislocated
and lost their lives. Their sa-
crifices must not be forgot-
ten or disrespected.”

He further added: “The
tragedy of partition, cannot
be misused to fuel hate &
prejudice. The truth is Sa-
varkar originated 2 nation
theory and Jinnah perfected
it. Sardar Patel wrote, “I felt
that if we did not accept par-
tition, India would be split
into many bits and would be
completely ruined.”

»

Be vigilant about threats
to country, says Kharge

‘Happy serving nation for 50 years’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

India celebrating her 75th
year of Independence is tru-
ly a momentous occasion
for each and every Indian,
said Leader of the Opposi-
tion (LoP) in the Rajya Sab-
ha Mallikarjun Kharge.

“As we celebrate 75 years
of Independence, we see
that India has emerged as
one of the strongest democ-
racies of the world and also
one of the largest econo-
mies of the world,” Mr.
Kharge said, adding that in
the past 15 years, India man-
aged to lift 27 crore people
out of poverty and streng-
then our rural economy.

He said his social back-
ground and personal expe-
riences always made him
worry that the country’s
hard-fought independence,
political and social freedom
and rights for every citizen
of the country can be lost
very quickly if people are
not willing to be vigilant
about the threats to our
country and society.

“The younger generation
who have not faced discrim-
ination or loss of freedom
may not share my appre-
hensions. However, I am
sure they will always stand
up to protect the constitu-
tion, the rights of every citi-
zen, and the unity and inte-
grity of our country
whenever needed,” Mr.

Mallikarjun Kharge

Kharge said. Independence
was made possible due to
the long and hard struggle
of crores of freedom fighters
under many illustrious lead-
ers, he said. “It is their sa-
crifice, and their blood,
sweat and tears that laid the
foundation for a modern
and free India,” he noted.

Mr. Kharge, a former Rail-
ways Minister in the UPA go-
vernment, stated that he has
had the privilege of serving
the country and its people
for 50 years now.

“The strength of Indian
democracy and our Consti-
tution can be measured
from the fact that a person
like me who hails from the
depressed section of the so-
ciety has the opportunity to
serve the people as an elect-
ed representative for five de-
cades. I am also one of the
few people in Parliament to-
day who was born before
the Independence,” Mr.
Kharge added.

INTERVIEW | U.U. LALIT

‘Women find judicial career acceptable’

Any criticism about validity or correctness of a judgment is welcome: CJI-designate

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL

Justice Uday Umesh Lalit is the Chief Justice of India-desig-

nate. He is scheduled to take over as the 49th Chief Justice of
India on August 27. Justice Lalit is only the second direct ap-

dia. Excerpts:

Do you feel the retirement
age of Supreme Court judges
should be increased from 65
to 67 years?

m We came here on the
Bench because our prede-
cessors retired at the age of
65. So, it is inter-generational
equity. If we stay here, per-
haps the next generation of

judges will not have quicker

elevation to the Bench... This
is a matter of policy which
the lawmakers have to
decide.

Do you feel the court needs
more women judges?

m Of course, yes. The ethos is
changing. Recently, [ went to
an event for inducting new

judges in Rajasthan. Of about

190 of them, 129 were wo-
men. Again, in Odisha, in a
similar event, 65% of the new

judges were women. The

percentage of women judi-
cial officers is increasing.
Women find judicial career
acceptable. Today, if you
think of the first 100 judges
of the high courts, not more
than 10 are women. The pic-
ture may change in 10-15

pointee from the Bar to be appointed the Chief Justice of In-

years. Today we are complet-
ing 75 years, maybe when we
complete 100 years, the ratio
(of women judges) will be
different.

The Supreme Court has
been recently vocal on the
“indiscriminate” use of
arrest powers by law
enforcement agencies. Is
there a need to re-look at the
criminal justice system?

m Once a court is looking into
it, we should not comment.
Theoretically, if you want to
relax certain conditions or to
say that persons in certain
situations should not be ar-
rested, it is normal for the le-
gislature to do that. For in-
stance, under Section 437 (of
the Cr.PC), women, children,
the infirm or old persons are
taken to be as a special cate-
gory where your normal log-
ic or conditions must be re-
laxed and the balance must
be tilted in favour of these
persons. It is not as if the Par-
liament has not noted it. The
Parliament is cognisant of
that, aware of that.

On social media or

107 medals for armed forces

They include three Kirti Chakras and 13 Shaurya Chakras, says Defence Ministry

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
F\NDELHI

As many as 107 gallantry
awards to the armed forces
and Central Armed Police
Forces (CAPF) were ap-
proved by President Droupa-
di Murmu to ,mark Indepen-
dence Day, which include
three Kirti Chakras and 13
Shaurya Chakras, a state-
ment by the Ministry of De-
fence said.

Two Bar to Sena medals,
81 Sena Medals, one Nao Se-
na Medal and seven Vayu Se-
na medals were also an-
nounced on Sunday.

The President approved
40 Mention-in-Despatches to
the Army, one to the Air
Force and another to the Ar-
my Dog, Axel (posthumous-
ly), for their significant con-
tributions in  different
military operations, includ-
ing Operation Snow Leopard
and Operation Trikut.

The 2020 Galwan clashes
in Ladakh in which 20 sol-
diers were killed in violent
clashes with the Chinese Pe-
ople’s Liberation Army was
code-named Operation

Havildar Ghanshyam (left) and Jasbir Singh (posthumous)

selected for the Shaurya Chakra =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

Snow Leopard.

Naik Devendra Pratap
Singh from the Army was
awarded Kirti Chakra for dis-
playing indomitable courage
and devotion beyond call of
duty resulting in elimination
of two hardcore terrorists at
Pulwama in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Shaurya Chakra

As many as eight Army per-
sonnel, two of them posthu-
mously, and one from the
Navy were awarded Shaurya
Chakra. Of the eight Army
personnel, two are from the

Para Special Forces while
others were with the Rashtri-
ya Rifles in the Kashmir Val-
ley. All awards were for
counter-terror and counter-
insurgency operations in
Jammu and Kashmir, an offi-
cial said.

Constable Sudip Sarkar
and sub-inspector Paotinsat
Guite from the Border Secur-
ity Force (BSF) were award-
ed Kirti Chakra posthumous-
ly. Kirti Chakra is awarded
for acts of bravery away from
the field of battle.

Sarkar was patrolling the
Line of Control (LoC) in Jam-

Death of Dalit boy sparks
tension in Rajasthan village

Father says teacher thrashed him for drinking water from pot

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
JAIPUR

Tensions broke out at Sura-
na village in Sayla tehsil of Ja-
lore district of Rajasthan on
Sunday as the body of a
nine-year-old Dalit boy, who
died after being beaten up
allegedly by his schoolteach-
er, was brought home. The
cremation could not be held
till late in the evening.

According to the police,
the teacher, Chhail Singh,
40, thrashed the boy and
threw casteist slurs at him
when he touched an earthen
pot kept aside for him and
drank water from it.

Inder Meghwal was ad-
mitted to hospitals in Jalore,
Bhinmal and Udaipur in Ra-
jasthan before being shifted
to Ahmedabad, where he
died on Saturday.

His father, Deva Ram, said
in his complaint that Inder
had sustained injuries in his
right ear and eye. There was
bleeding from the ear and
the eye was sore. Inder’s fa-
mily members and villagers
staged a demonstration de-
manding  strict  action

Dalit Shoshan Mukti Manch activists staging a demonstration

at Ambedkar Circle in Alwar . =SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT.

against Mr. Singh and can-
cellation of recognition of
the private school, Saraswati
Vidya Mandir.

The police used force to
disperse a crowd which hur-
led stones at the policemen
after raising demands for
higher compensation and a
government job to one of the
family members. Mobile In-
ternet services were sus-
pended in the district for 24
hours. Senior administrative
and police officers earlier
went to Surana and met In-
der’s family members. They
informed the family that Mr.

Singh had been arrested.

The accused has been
booked under Section 302
(murder) of the Indian Penal
Code and provisions of the
Scheduled Castes & Sche-
duled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act.

The investigation has
been taken up under the
“case officer scheme”, in
which a single police officer
follows up prosecution of
the accused till the conclu-
sion of the trial. Chief Minis-
ter Ashok Gehlot announced
a financial assistance of 35
lakh to the family.

mu and Kashmir’s Kupwara
on November 7 and 8, 2020,
when he spotted terrorists
trying to infiltrate.

He engaged the terrorists
in a hand-to-hand combat,
killing one of them, but suc-
cumbed to injuries. Guite en-
gaged with a terrorist group
on December 1, 2020, near
the LoC and despite receiv-
ing a bullet, killed one of the
terrorists. He succumbed to
his injuries.

Amit Kumar, Assistant
Commandant, Central Re-
serve Police Force (CRPF);
Somay Vinayak Munde, Ad-
ditional Superintendent of
Police, Maharashtra; Ravin-
dra Kashinath Naitam, Police
Naik, Maharashtra; and Tika-
ram Sampatrao Katenge
from the Maharashtra Police
were awarded Shaurya Chak-
ras.

The President approved
one President’s Tatrakshak
Medal and three Tatrakshak
Medals to Coast Guard per-
sonnel for conspicuous gal-
lantry, exceptional devotion
to duty and distinguished/
meritorious service.

138 judicial

appointments
so far in 2022

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

With 11 new High Court
judges appointed on Sun-
day, the government has
created a record by making
138 judicial appointments :
so far this year. The earlier :
record of 126 High Court
appointments in 2016 has
been surpassed, a Law Mi- :
nistry statement said. In
2021, the appointments in
High Courts was 120, but :
the Supreme Court had
nine appointments. “Thus, :
the entire appointment :
process in higher judiciary :
has been put on a fast :
track,” said the Ministry. :
On Saturday, the Ministry

notified the appointment
of 26 judges in courts of Al-
lahabad, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, Gauhati, Orissa
and Himachal Pradesh.

Correction

The photo that accompa-
nied the report headlined
“Taliban offer security to
Indian mission” is of the In-
dian embassy in Beijing
and not as printed. The er-
ror is regretted.
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Criticism of the

(' conduct of ajudge
does not strengthen the
institution

electronic media criticism
about the conduct of judges?

m Everything can be dis-
cussed on the floor of the
House except the conduct of
the judge. Except when im-
peachment motion is consi-
dered in the Parliament.
There are two compart-
ments — the judgment com-
partment’ and the <udge
compartment’. Any criticism
about the validity or correct-
ness of a judgment is wel-
come. It strengthens the in-
stitution, the process of law
and administration of jus-
tice. Criticism of the conduct
of a judge does not streng-
then the institution, is not
good for the society. Anybo-
dy who criticises a judgment
should maintain a line and
not overstep. A judge cannot
respond. He or she suffo-
cates under the barrage of
criticism.

Should death sentence be
struck off the law?

m Constitutionally, death
sentence is permissible, pro-
vided the parameters laid
down in the Bachan Sing-
h judgment are adhered to.
The endeavour of every
court is to see whether every
case comes within the excep-
tions or not. As a judge I can-
not say the death sentence
should not be granted. I will
see whether the facts justify
the imposition of death pe-
nalty or not.

On the virtual court system?

m Virtual courts are opening
up new frontiers. Lawyers
from the Madras High Court
can appear in the Supreme
Court on any given day. It is
opening new vistas. It is a
welcome idea.

On the work of the
collegium in filling up
judicial vacancies?

m The Collegium presided
over by Chief Justice of India
N.V. Ramana, of which I and
Justice A.M. Khanwilkar
were part of, made 255 re-
commendations to the High
Courts. That is one-third of
the entire strength of the
High Courts. If responses are
quick and immediate and if
there is merit and talent,
there would be no delay.

1,082 police personnel

receive service medals
Gallantry medals awarded to 347

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

As many as 1,082 police per-
sonnel were awarded Police

Medals on the occasion of

Independence Day, the Un-
ion Home Ministry said in a
statement on Sunday. The
number of police personnel
who received gallantry me-
dals stood at 347.

“A total of 204 personnel
are being awarded for their
gallant action in Jammu and
Kashmir, 80 personnel for
their gallant action in Left
Wing Extremism-affected
areas and 14 personnel for
their gallant action in North-
East Region,” the Ministry
said.

Among the personnel
who received Gallantry
Awards, 109 are from the
Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF), 108 from the
J&K Police, 19 from the Bor-
der Security Force (BSF), 42
from Maharashtra, 15 from
Chhattisgarh and six each
from the Sashastra Seema
Bal (SSB) and the ITBP.

The CRPF’s Srinagar sec-

Umesh Chandra Bhadola of
the ITBP. =SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

tor under Inspector General
Charu Sinha bagged 40 gal-
lantry medals, highest in the
country, among all the forc-
es. ITBP spokesperson Vi-
vek Kumar Pandey said that
its personnel received 20
medals, which include three
President’s police medal for
distinguished service and 11
police medals for merito-
rious service. Those award-
ed the bravery medals in-
clude Assistant
Commandants Prabhat Mu-
kul Martin Minz and Amit
Kumar, and Assistant Sub-
Inspector Kuldip Raj.

30 CBI officials selected
for President’s medal

24 honoured for meritorious service

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) has bagged 30
President’s Police Medal for
distinguished service, and
Police Medal for meritorious

service on the occasion of

Independence Day.

While the President’s Pol-
ice Medal for distinguished
service has been awarded to
six officials, the Police Me-
dal for meritorious service
has been conferred on 24
others.

Among the recipients of

medals for distinguished
service are Additional Supe-

rintendent of Police Alok
Kumar; Deputy SPs Atul Ha-
jela, Tejprakash Devrani
and T.Sridharan; Sub-In-
spector Gurmeet Singh and
Assistant Sub-Inspector Nar-
pat Singh.

Meritorious service
Deputy Inspector General
Keshav Ram, who super-
vised the probe in the coal
scam, Additional Legal Ad-
visor Vijay Kumar Sharma,
who was instrumental in
preparing the case for the
agency, were awarded the
Police Medal for meritorious
service.

80GIT.

One year old Baby Grace Millo Diviny is suffering from Acute
Myeloid Leukemia. Her father is a daily wage earner who cannot
bear the expenditure of Rs.8,00,000/- to undergo Chemotherapy
at Meenakshi Mission Hospital & Research Centre, Madurai. She
needs your blessings and support. Donations sent by Ch/D.D.
favouring Meenakshi Mission Hospital & Research Centre,
Madurai will be acknowledged. The donations sent through Ch/D.D/NEFT Transfer &
GOOGLE PAY (Canara Bank, Nungambakkam Branch A/C No.60182010063310, IFSC
No. CNRB0016018) favouring WOMEN’S WELFARE SYNDICATE is exempted under

All correspondence is done through WWS, Regd. Public Charitable Trust, Flat No.GF 1,
Corddel Apartments, 0.No.13, N.No.29, Pycrofts Garden Lane, Chennai - 600006.
Ph: 044-42137401/28235324/7338978027. E Mail ID: womenswelfaresyndicate@
gmail.com Website: www.womenswelfaresyndicate.org
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Over 74 lakh
cases cleared
by Lok Adalat

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Over 74 lakh pending and
pre-litigation cases, many
of them part of a huge
backlog created by the
pandemic, were settled
across the country in the
third National Lok Adalat.

In a move away from
convention, the legal ser-
vices authorities under
Chief Justice of India-desig-
nate, Justice U.U. Lalit, who
is the executive chairman
of the National Legal Ser-
vices Authority (NALSA),
used technological plat-
forms to conduct ‘digital
lok adalat’ in Maharashtra
and Rajasthan.

Of the over 74 lakh dis-
posed cases, 16.45 lakh dis-
putes were pending and
another 58.33 lakh were in
pre-litigation stages.

“The total value of the
settlement amount is ap-
proximately 5,039 crore,”
NALSA said in a statement
on Saturday.

In an interaction with le-
gal services authorities’ of-
ficials, Justice Lalit said
that lok adalats have “not
only become an efficient
substitute to seek redres-
sal, but help in reducing
the burden of the courts
pertaining to backlog and
pendency of cases.”

Plum portfolios with |

Kashmir’s volatile pockets see

flag hoisting, rallies on I-Day eve

Multi-layered security has been put in place in the Union Territory for today

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
SRINAGAR

The Kashmir Valley wit-
nessed major events to hoist
the Tricolour on Sunday, the
eve of Independence Day,
even in those areas that were
a hub of militants and prone
to frequent street protests in
the past. Meanwhile, multi-
layered security was put in
place ahead of the main
functions on Monday in the
Union Territory (U.T.).

J&K Lieutenant-Governor
Manoj Sinha participated in
a walkathon to celebrate the
Har Ghar Tiranga cam-
paign. “Raising Pakistani flag
is history. Now only the In-
dian flag will fly here. Earlier,
there were less efforts to get
people to raise the tiranga.
Now there are efforts and pe-
ople want to raise the flag,”
Mr. Sinha said, in an inter-
view to a TV channel during
the walkathon.

Srinagar  district esta-
blished a national record by
displaying a 1,850-metre-
long National Flag at Bakshi
Stadium. Around 500 per-
sons were engaged to roll
and unroll the flag.

“It took 10 days to stitch
the record 1,850-metre-long

BJP in Maharashtra

Fadnavis in charge of Home, Finance

SHOUMOJIT BANER]JEE
PUNE

Less than a week after the
expansion of the new Maha-
rashtra Cabinet, Chief Minis-
ter Eknath Shinde on Sun-
day announced the
portfolios for 18 Ministers
inducted in the first phase.

While the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) Ministers, par-
ticularly Devendra Fadna-
vis, largely kept the
portfolios that were held by
the Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) in the erstwhile
Maha Vikas Aghadi govern-
ment, the Sena faction led
by Mr. Shinde kept those
that were held by the Shiv
Sena and the Congress in
the previous regime.

The allocation was an-
nounced after the list was
approved by Governor Bha-
gat Singh Koshyari.

With more than 20 Cabi-
net berths yet to be filled,
Mr. Shinde has decided to
keep the Urban Develop-
ment portfolio along with
General Administration, In-
formation and Technology,
Public Works (Public Pro-
jects), Transport, Relief and
Rehabilitation, along with
others yet to be allotted.

The Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty now holds many of the
plum portfolios. Deputy

Eknath Shinde keeps the
Urban Development
portfolio. =p1i

Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis was given Home,
Finance and Planning, Law
and Justice, and Water
Resources.

Senior BJP leader Rad-
hakrishna Vikhe Patil (a
long-time Congressman
who switched sides in 2019)
was given the Revenue, and
Animal Husbandry and Dai-
ry Development portfolios.

Atul Save, BJP MLA from
Aurangabad and a first-time
Cabinet Minister, was given
the crucial Cooperation
portfolio, which many
thought would be allotted to
Mr. Vikhe Patil.

In contrast to the fellow
BJP leaders, other Ministers
of the Shiv Sena (Shinde fac-
tion) seem to have been al-
lotted ‘lesser’ portfolios.

Mubarak Mandi Heritage Complex illuminated during ‘Azadi
ka Amrit Mahotsav' on Independence Day eve in Jammu. =p1i

flag,” an official said. The flag
was made of Khadi.

In Pulwama of south
Kashmir, over 1,000 school-
children arranged them-
selves in the colours of the
National Flag. They also
made a special pattern, by
seating themselves in a way
that depicted “75 years: Aza-
di ka Amrit Mahotsav” on
the synthetic turf of the
school, a government spo-
kesman said.

“The mega rallies held in
Tral and Pulwama town saw
participation of a huge num-
ber of youth and students.
The Tricolour was being
hoisted in the shops and oth-
er establishments, especially
in the market of Pulwama

town besides private hous-
es,” Deputy Commissioner
Baseer-ul-Haq said.

Pulwama has been a mili-
tancy hotbed and saw re-
peated anti-India street prot-
ests in the past.

A 22-km stretch of the Na-
tional Highway in Pulwama
district was also bedecked
with buntings and the Na-
tional Flag.

In north Kashmir’s Kup-
wara, over 5,000 students
held a mega rally to cele-
brate Azadi Ka Amrit Mahot-
sav.

In Baramulla, scores of
self-help groups run by wo-
men were roped in to main-
tain the supply of the Trico-
lour, as multiple functions

and rallies were organised in
the district.

The Army also inaugurat-
ed the 108-foot-high National
Flag at Hyderbaigh, Pattan in
north Kashmir’s Baramulla.

Security heightened
Meanwhile, security has
been heightened across J&K
ahead of the main functions
of the I-Day on Monday.

“Multi-layered security ar-
rangements have been put in
place. Technology is being
used at several sensitive lo-
cations to make the security
grid more vigilant,” Director
General of Police Dilbag
Singh said.

He said young boys were
being roped in as hybrid mil-
itancy. “But many youth
who had gone astray were
counseled by the security
forces and handed over to
their parents,” he said.

He said the militancy
graph was going down.
“More needs to be done to
further reduce the militancy
graph,” he added.

The policeman, who was
injured in a grenade attack
by militants in Kulgam on Sa-
turday evening, died of his
injuries on Sunday.

Stock investor Rakesh
Jhunjhunwala passes away

His acumen earned him the title India’s Warren Buffet’

LALATENDU MISHRA

MUMBAI

Billionaire stock investor
and an early backer of the
latest entrant to India’s avia-
tion sector Akasa Air, Rakesh
Jhunjhunwala, passed away
in Mumbai on Sunday morn-
ing following a prolonged ill-
ness. He was 62.

He is survived by his wife
Rekha, who is also an avid
investor, and three children.

The son of an Income Tax
officer, Mr. Jhunjhunwala
took to investing in stocks as
a career and built his fortune
through his investment firm
RARE Enterprises. With an
estimated net worth of $5.8
billion, Forbes had ranked
him as India’s 36th richest
individual.

His investing acumen,
particularly his ability to
pick up low-priced quality
stocks, earned him the sou-
briquet ‘India’s Warren Buf-
fet’. A chartered accountant
by qualification, Mr. Jhunj-
hunwala is reported to have
started investing in stocks in
1985 with an initial capital of
35,000.

Commanding a large fol-
lowing of retail investors,
Mr. Jhunjhunwala had his

Behind BJP’s break with old allies

Electorally dominant party is aggressive in expanding its support base

NISTULA HEBBAR
NEW DELHI

At a meeting of the Maha-

rashtra Bharatiya Janata Par-

ty (BJP) held in 2013, just af-
i ter Prime Minister Narendra

Modi had been declared the
National Democratic Al-
liance (NDA) candidate for

that post, he asked leaders of
: the State unit as to why
. workers of the then ally Shiv

Sena were deputed to poll-
ing booths for the BJP candi-
date.

After some back and forth

i between leaders, Mr. Modi
¢ declared
: booth-level workers would
i be deployed in constituen-

that only BJP

cies where party candidates

were fighting.

This was one of the first
indications that the BJP

would be pushing some

Narendra Modi

boundaries in the two-de-
cade-old alliance. That al-
liance subsequently broke.
Last week in Bihar, for the
second time, the BJP lost its
old ally, the Janata Dal (Unit-
ed). This come after having
lost one of its oldest ally, the
Akali Dal, while in the throes
of the farmers’ protest.

U.P. police say another
Jaish terrorist arrested

STAFF REPORTER
LUCKNOW

The Anti-Terrorist Squad
(ATS) of the Uttar Pradesh
Police on Sunday arrested
an alleged Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed (JeM) terrorist, Ha-
bibul Islam alias Saifullah,
from Kanpur.

Saifullah’s name cropped

up during the interrogation
of Muhammad Nadeem,
who was arrested on Friday.
“Saifullah is an expert in
creating fake virtual IDs for
terror outfits based in Pakis-
tan and Afghanistan. He
used social media platforms
to keep in touch with his
handlers,” said the ATS.

These breaks from its le-
gacy allies have invited alle-
gations of the BJP being pre-
datory with regard to the
support bases of its allies, or
plain old hubris. That the
BJP is not amenable to play-
ing nice any more has been
made very clear, but political
scientist Rahul Verma, asso-
ciated with the Centre for
Policy Research, says it’s the
logic of power at work.

‘A dominant party’

“The behaviour of the BJP
vis-a-vis its allies of the past
is a function of power, of ne-
gotiating from a position of
strength rather than emo-
tional disconnect. It is an
electorally dominant party,
and is aggressive in wanting
to expand its base. If it is not
behaving like the party with

138 seats that it had in 2004,
there is a cold hard calcula-
tion to back it,” he said.

“In Bihar, the particulari-
ties of the situation may diff-
er, but the nature of the BJP
is now that of a dominant
party,” he added. He empha-
sised that India has now in-
controvertibly entered the
fourth party system.

The first and second party
system in India was dominat-
ed by the Congress in the
years following Indepen-
dence, from 1947 to around
1989.

From 1989 to 2014, India
saw an era of coalition polit-
ics, its third party system,
where the BJP and the Con-
gress were the main poles

This era came to an end in
2014 with Narendra Modi at
the helm of the BJP.

PUCL condemns attack
on Salman Rushdie

STAFF REPORTER
CHENNAI

The People’s Union for Civil
Liberties (PUCL) has strong-
ly condemned the recent at-
tack on author Salman
Rushdie in New York.

In a statement issued on
Sunday, the organisation
said the Indian-born author

has stood throughout his life
for the right to artistic ex-
pression, to speak truth to
power, and to offend, shock
and disturb. The statement
said “nobody has the right
to not be offended.”

The PUCL expressed con-
cern over lack of security at
the event in New York.

Rakesh Jhunjhunwala

most famous recent invest-
ment in the low-cost airline
Akasa Air, which started
commercial flight opera-
tions last week.

“Rakesh  Jhunjhunwala
started as a street smart in-
vestor who knew how to
play on fear and greed,” said
Arun Kejriwal, founder of
Kejriwal Research. “He was a
speculator, an investor and
an entrepreneur. The impor-
tant lesson that he has
taught the market is that no
matter how big your posi-
tion is, you need to call it
quits when the market goes
against you,” he added.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said in a tweet, “Ra-
kesh Jhunjhunwala was in-
domitable. Full of life, witty
and insightful, he leaves be-

hind an indelible contribu-
tion to the financial world.
He was also very passionate
about India’s progress. His
passing away is saddening.”

Vinay Dube, Founder &
CEO, Akasa Air, said, “We at
Akasa cannot thank Mr.
Jhunjhunwala enough for
being an early believer in us
and putting his trust and
faith in us to build a world-
class airline. Mr. Jhunjhun-
wala had an invincible spirit,
was deeply passionate about
everything Indian and cared
greatly for the well-being of
our employees and custom-
ers. Akasa Air will honour
Mr. Jhunjhunwala’s legacy,
values and belief in us by
striving to run a great
airline.”

Mr. Jhunjhunwala’s port-
folio included Star Health,
Nazara Technologies, Tata
Motors, IHCL, Agro Tech
Foods, Canara Bank, Es-
corts, Rallis India and Titan.
He was on the boards of sev-
eral companies including
Aptech and Hungama Me-
dia. “Rakesh Jhunjhunwala
believed in India and the
sheer potential of the coun-
try,” Tata Sons chairman N.
Chandrasekaran said.

Govt. lost 8,000 cr. due
to five cases: NITI Aayog

‘SC should consider economic impact’

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A recent report commis-
sioned by the NITI Aayog
has estimated that five or-
ders of the Supreme Court
and the National Green Tri-
bunal favouring larger pro-
tection for the environment
had cost the government
around 8,000 crore in re-
venue.

It recommends that the
court undertake economic-
impact analysis, based on
forecasts put together by a
group of experts, to address
and adjudicate public inter-
est cases involving economi-
cally sensitive matters.

Cases in spotlight

The report, prepared by Jai-
pur-based CUTS (Consumer
Unity & Trust Society) Inter-
national, studied the follow-
ing five cases: the Mopa air-
port case, where the court
required undertakings from
the concessionaire GMR
Goa International Airport
Limited (GGIAL) ensuring
additional environmental
safeguards; the Goa mining
cases, during which the
court on two occasions can-
celled iron ore mining li-
censes in Goa — the latest
one in a 2018 case where Ve-
danta Group was arguing
that their licence was still
operational; the Sterlite

Copper case; the regulation
of sand mining; and the ban-
ning of construction activi-
ties in the National Capital
Region to curb air pollution.

The report, after measur-
ing the economic impact of
judicial interventions in
these cases, estimated that
the government lost out on
a possible revenue of
38,000 crore between
mid-2018 and mid-2021,
which if invested as capital
expenditure, could have re-
sulted in an economic im-
pact of around 320,000
crore.

After submitting that the
economic impact in these
cases included a loss of
15,000 crore in possible re-
venue to the industry and
Z500 crore in wages, the re-
port suggested that the SC
should engage experts in-
cluding economists, envi-
ronmentalists, and sociolo-
gists, among others, to
conduct an economic-im-
pact assessment in cases
“involving economic sensi-
tive matters”.

The CUTS report also
concludes that the judiciary
should institutionalise the
idea of a cost-benefit analy-
sis as part of their decision-
making, and the authorities
should consider qualitative
indicators that might not ne-
cessarily be quantifiable.
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9 Most nuclear waste relocation in the east is messy (7)
10 Restrain men at pub consumed by self-importance (7)
11 Step out with fellow spending millions a month (9)

12 Mocking right away like Greek? (5)

13 Smell of inlet off western coast (4)

14 Use a GPS slyly as surveillance tool (7)

18 Lines up! Time to join army (6)

To solve this puzzle online, [E &
get across to our crossword site
@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn 0]

19 Colourless Marconi blanched up inside (6)

22 Club occasionally appeared in Madras, way back (7)

23 Freed of desire? Promiscuously single! (4)

27 One who doesn't drink has little to chirp (5)

28 Background work by everyone, every year and for everyone (9)
29 I'm corona (not the last) variant! (7)

30 Special kind of lens for a special lady's latest frame (7)

Down

1 Found out about United Nations Security Council Resolution on

radiation shield (9)
2 Mouth organ music? (1,8)
3 Lesser, half-hearted passion (5)
4 Helped fit into finale (7)
5 Go back and host party again (7)

6 Without doubt, boy's soul travels around void occasionally (9)

7 Scene near a ground (5)

8 Duke and Knight going bit sober in Scotland (5)
15 A brisk walk through breaking waves on beach or some man-made

stretch of grass (9)

16 Abductor or lullaby singing babysitter? (9)
17 Sounds like a festival booking for priests (4,5)

20 Spirit of the masses? (3,4)
21 Counter gold display (7)

24 Taming the most unbounded spirit (5)
25 Partly second-rate American news organisation (5)
26 Initiations of Eleusinian practices or philosophical traditions for

the beginner (5)
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Concern for Krishna

Periyazhvar sang his pallandu verses to ward off evil eyes
from Lord Narayana. The verses include ones sung to diffe-
rent avataras of the Lord. The first avatara referred to is
Krishna. Rama and Narasimha are also praised, but the
Krishna avatara which came later gets Periyazhvar’s atten-
tion first. Nanjeeyar wondered why such extraordinary con-
cern was shown to Krishna, rather than to Rama, said M.A.
Venkatakrishnan in a discourse.

Nanjeeyar’s Acharya Parasara Bhatta was a great scholar,
handpicked by Ramanujacharya to succeed him. Bhatta ex-
plained the reason for the special consideration shown to
Krishna. Rama’s father was a king. He had as advisers scho-
larly sages like Vasishtha. Rama was born in a palace, and
was adored by not only the citizens of Ayodhya, but even by
the vegetation in Ayodhya. When Rama’s coronation was an-
nounced, plants rejoiced. When He was exiled, they wilted.
Yodhya means that which can be subjugated. Ayodhya
means that which cannot be conquered. Such was the na-
ture of the city in which Rama was born. So His safety was

never in doubt.

But Krishna was born in a jail, not far from the palace of
Kamsa, who was determined to kill Him. In Gokula, Krishna
was threatened by demons all the time. Putana tried to poi-
son Him. Cakatasura tried to crush Him to death. One asura
took the form of a calf. Krishna’s foster father was no empe-
ror. Nor did he have ministers to advise him. Rama avatara
was in Treta yuga, when the threats to dharma were not so
many. But Krishna was born towards the end of Dwapara yu-
ga, when Kali yuga was about to begin. Given all these cir-
cumstances, was it any surprise that Periyazhvar was more
worried about Krishna than about Rama?

»
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Rushdie on road to recovery, says agent

Taken off ventilator; despite severe injuries, his feisty & defiant sense of humour remains intact, says son

ASSOCIATED PRESS
NEW YORK

Salman Rushdie is “on the
road to recovery,” his agent
confirmed on Sunday, two
days after the author of The
Satanic Verses suffered se-
rious injuries in a stabbing at
a lecture in upstate New
York.

The announcement fol-
lowed news that the lauded
writer was removed from a
ventilator on Saturday and
able to talk and joke. Literary
agent Andrew Wylie cau-
tioned that although Rush-
die’s “condition is headed in
the right direction,” his re-
covery would be a long pro-
cess. Rushdie, 75, suffered a
damaged liver and severed
nerves in an arm and an eye,
Mr. Wylie had previously
said, and was likely to lose
the injured eye.

“Though his life changing
injuries are severe, his usual
feisty & defiant sense of hu-

Police probe
‘online threat’
to Rowling

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LONDON

Scottish police on Sunday

said they were investigat-
ing an apparent “online
threat” made to Harry Pot-
ter author J.K. Rowling in
response to her tweet sup-
porting Salman Rushdie
following his stabbing.

“We have received a re-
port of an online threat be-
ing made and officers are
carrying out enquiries,”
said a Scotland Police
spokeswoman.

The writer tweeted on
Friday that she was “feel-
ing very sick right now” as
news broke of the attack on
Rushdie. In response, a us-

er tweeted “Don’t worry
: Joseph Wu during the visit,

you are next”.

Pulling through: Salman Rushdie attending a National Book
Awards ceremony in New York, in this file photo. =ap

mour remains intact,” Rush-
die’s son Zafar Rushdie said
in a Sunday statement that
stressed the author re-
mained in critical condition.

The statement on behalf
of the family also expressed
gratitude for the “audience
members who bravely leapt
to his defence,” as well as

police, doctors and “the out-
pouring of love and support
from around the world.”

Suspect pleads not guilty
Hadi Matar, 24, of Fairview,
New Jersey, pleaded not guil-
ty Saturday to attempted
murder and assault charges
in what a prosecutor called

“a targeted, unprovoked,
preplanned attack” at the
Chautauqua Institution, a
nonprofit education and re-
treat centre.

The suspect appeared in
court wearing a black and
white jumpsuit and a white
face mask, with his hands
cuffed in front of him.

A judge ordered him held
without bail after District At-
torney Jason Schmidt told
her Matar took steps to pur-
posely put himself in posi-
tion to harm Rushdie, getting
an advance pass to the event
where the author was speak-
ing and arriving a day early
bearing a fake ID.

“This was a targeted, un-
provoked, preplanned attack
on Mr. Rushdie,” Mr.
Schmidt said.

The attack was met with
global shock and outrage,
along with praise for the
man who, for more than
three decades, has weath-

ered death threats and a $3
million bounty on his head
for The Satanic Verses. Rush-
die even spent nine years in
hiding under a British go-

vernment protection
program.

Authors, activists and go-
vernment officials cited

Rushdie’s bravery and long-
time championing of free
speech in the face of such in-
timidation. Writer and long-
time friend Ian McEwan la-
beled Rushdie “an
inspirational defender of
persecuted writers and
journalists”.

“Salman Rushdie — with
his insight into humanity,
with his unmatched sense
for story, with his refusal to
be intimidated or silenced —
stands for essential, univer-
sal ideals,” U.S. President Joe
Biden said in a Saturday
statement. “Truth. Courage.
Resilience. The ability to
share ideas without fear.”

More US. lawmakers arrive in Taiwan

This unannounced trip comes days after Pelosi’s trip sparked tensions with China

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
TAIPEI

A U.S. congressional delega-
tion arrived in Taiwan on
Sunday, officials said, days
after China held military
drills around the island in re-
taliation for U.S. House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s visit.

Sunday’s unannounced
trip came after Ms. Pelosi in-
furiated Beijing by visiting
Taiwan earlier this month,
sparking unprecedented air
and sea drills that raised the
prospect of conflict.

The five-member delega-
tion, led by Senator Ed Mar-
key of Massachusetts, will
meet with President Tsai Ing-
wen and attend a banquet
hosted by Foreign Minister

Friction point: An official of Taiwan's Foreign Ministry with the
U.S. delegation at Taipei Songshan Airport on Sunday. =RreuTers

according to Taiwan’s Fo-
reign Ministry.

They will discuss “U.S.-
Taiwan relations, regional
security, trade and invest-
ment, global supply chains,
climate change, and other
significant issues of mutual
interest”, the American Insti-

tute in Taiwan said in a
statement.

Taiwan hailed the delega-
tion’s visit as another sign of
warm ties between Taipei
and Washington.

“The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs expresses its sincere
welcome (to the delega-

tion),” the Ministry said in a
statement on Sunday.

“As China is continuing to
escalate tensions in the re-
gion, the U.S. Congress has
again organised a heavy-
weight delegation to visit Tai-
wan, showing a friendship
that is not afraid of China’s
threats and intimidation,
and highlighting the U.S’
strong support towards
Taiwan.”

The other members of the
delegation are Democratic
members John Garamendi
and Alan Lowenthal of Cali-
fornia, Don Beyer of Virginia
and Republic representative
Aumua Amata Coleman Ra-
dewagen from American Sa-
moa, according to the
institute.

Electrical

church kil

fire at Egypt’s Coptic
s 41, mostly children

Blaze blocked an entrance to the church, causing a stampede

REUTERS
CAIRO

An electrical fire swept
through an Egyptian Coptic
Christian church during
Mass on Sunday, causing a
stampede and killing at least
41 people, most of them chil-
dren, security sources said.

The blaze started just be-
fore 9 a.m. in the Abu Sifin
church in the city of Giza
where 5,000 people had
gathered.

The fire blocked an en-
trance to the church, caus-
ing the stampede, the two
sources said, adding that
most of those killed were
children.

“People were gathering
on the third and fourth floor,
and we saw smoke coming
from the second floor. Peo-
ple rushed to go down the
stairs and started falling on

Aview of the damage at
the Coptic church in Giza
on Sunday. =arp

top of each other,” said wor-
shipper Yasir Munir.

“Then we heard a bang
and sparks and fire coming
out of the window,” he said,
saying he and his daughter
were able to escape.

Electrical fires of this kind
are not a rare occurrence in
Egypt; in late 2020, a fire at a
hospital treating COVID-19
patients killed seven people

Not holding war games
with Pak. Sri Lanka Navy

Conducting a ‘passage drill’ with warship

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
COLOMBO

The Sri Lankan Navy on
Sunday rejected as “falla-
cious” reports that it will
hold war games with a Pa-
kistani warship docked at
the Colombo port, but con-
firmed that it will hold a
“Passage Exercise” in the
western seas with PNS Tai-
mur as it leaves the nation.
The docking of Pakistan’s
newly-commissioned Chi-
nese-built frigate at the Co-
lombo port on Friday came
amid Sri Lankan govern-
ment allowing a high-tech
Chinese research ship to vi-
sit the Hambantota Port
from August 16 till 22 for “re-
plenishment  purposes,”

despite India’s concern over
the vessel’s presence in its
neighbourhood.

Bangladesh denies entry
Sri Lanka allowed PNS Tai-
mur to make a port of call in
Colombo while on its way to
join the Pakistan Navy fleet
after the Bangladesh go-
vernment denied it permis-
sion to dock at Chattogram
Port.

The Sri Lankan Navy on
Sunday said the Pakistani
ship is scheduled to conduct
a Passage Exercise with
SLNS Sindurala in seas off
Colombo as she departs the
island nation on Monday
upon completion of her
visit.

and injured several others.

In a statement, the Inte-
rior Ministry said a forensic
examination showed that
the fire began in the second
floor air conditioning as a re-
sult of an electrical
malfunction.

Smoke inhalation was the
main cause of death, it said.
Families of those who died
will receive 1,00,000 Egyp-
tian pounds ($5,220), ac-
cording to a cabinet
statement.

“I offer my sincere condo-
lences to the families of the
innocent victims that have
passed on to be with their
Lord in one of his houses of
worship,” said Egyptian Pre-
sident Abdel Fattah al-Sisi in
atweet.

Giza, Egypt’s second-lar-
gest city, lies just across the
Nile from Cairo.

Eight injured
in Jerusalem
bus shooting

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
JERUSALEM

Israeli police said on Sun-
day they had arrested a
suspect in a shooting at-
tack on a bus in Jerusalem’s
Old City that wounded
eight people, including a
pregnant woman. Two
were critically injured.

“The terrorist is in our
hands,” police spokesman
Kan Eli Levy told public ra-
dio hours after the attack
that took place not far from
the Western Wall, the ho-
liest prayer site for Jews.

A gunman started spray-
ing bullets at the bus in the
pre-dawn attack at the
Tomb of David bus stop, re-
counted bus driver Daniel
Kanievsky.
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fighters. As

- Narendra Modi

h live telecast of the Independenc
1ony from the ramparts of the Re
oordarshan from 6:25 a.m. onw

#HarGharTiranga

On the occasion of the Independence Day,
grateful Indians bow to their countless
the
proponents of freedom had joined hands
for the cause of independence,
same way, we have to unite for the
development of the country. ,,

champion

in the
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Independence Day Greetings

to All Fellow Citizens
on Completion of 15 Y@QArS of Freedom

Hm“/f?

Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting
Government of India

Coming 25 years of ‘Amrit Kaal' to be 'Kartavya Kaal' of every citizen
Let us build together India of our freedom fighters’ dreams

7,1,,,:.,

Azadl
Amrit Mahotsav
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Vibrant Research & Wide Collaborations

Comprehensive Nation Building Student Success - Placements & Higher Ed

Nation & State building through various research, teaching,
training & incubation centres in partnership with Government
of India & Government of Tamil Nadu

Research - Artificial Intelligence, Bio-Nano, Cyber-Physical,
Digital Manufacturing, Energy & Environment, etc.

Teaching - Engineering, Law, Management, Sciences,
Education, Humanities, etc.

Training - Model Production Centre, 3D Printing,
Semiconductor Electronics, Life Sciences, Legal Services,
Personality Development, etc.

Twenty three Interdisciplinary Research & Innovation Centres
Translational Research with Impactful Research Outcomes -
Annual Journal Publications is over 1000

13 US & Indian Patents Granted and 41 Published

h-Index - 98, i-10 Index - 2565

Total Citations - 99,000

Strong collaborations with Universities & Research
organizations within & outside India

SASTRA (@ 38
GROWS WITH
INDIA @ 73

Annual placements for about 2,500 students in over 300
companies through campus recruitment

SASTRA Graduates also get admitted to post-graduate &
Ph.D. programmes in premier Institutions in India and abroad
including l1Ts, 1IMs, IISc., Harvard, MIT, Yale, UPenn, efc.
Signifacant number of graduates are successful entrepreneurs
- Freshworks, Ninjacart, VR Yuva, etc.

TERNLI A
Student Support & Scholarships

Entrepreneurship & Skill Development

+  Fair and transparent admission process without any capitation or «  Three Thematic Incubation centres established by DST, DBT &

donation MoFPI
* Annual Merit Scholarships worth Rs.One Crore to students * Incubation & Training to 78 incubatees of which 9 have
. Free education to any student in the unfortunate event of losing parent graduated

while studying - g + Seed capital from NIDHI-PRAYASEE, Startup India Seed Fund
. Monthly stipend & round trip airfare to students who visit as research & TANSEED

interns to foreign universities under Semester Abroad Programme

. Need- based financial support & waiver to socio-economically
disadvantaged

«  Allotmentof 20% seatsto students from Thanjavur & Trichy

+ Free skill development programmes to rural and socio-
economically challenged youth with monthly stipend leading to
employment
Free Training & Market Reach Programmes for Women SHGs

SASTRA COMM UNITY OUTREACH ACTIVITIES

(A Sample list only)

nat O

Established Srinivasa Ramanujan Centre at
Kumbakonam, purchased house of Srinivasa
Ramanujan & maintaining it as monument with
museum & instituted SASTRA-Ramanujan Award
which is one the world's most sought after awards.
SASTRA is always at the forefront during natural
calamities providing relief material to affected
families & households - Floods in Chennai, Andhra,
Kerala, Uttarakhand, J&K, Nepal, etc.

Supporting TN State in all of its relief operations
Massive field work and providing critical healthcare
devices during COVID relief

Medical camp & Free surgeries to 100 children
every year

Free education to victims of Uttarakhand floods &
Kumbakonam fire tragedy

Daily and Weekly annadhanam at Kumbakonam
and regular annadhanam during major events like
Vaitheeswaran Koil Padayatra, Pandharpur
Padayatra, Nagore Kandoori Festival, etc.

Free software and image analytics services
developed by SASTRA for crowd control by
Government of Tamil Nadu during various festivals

Free STEM Labs in TN Schools @10 schools every
year at a cost of Rs 5 lakh per lab per school. So far,
donated to 30 schools with a plan to reach 100

Free Virtual Reality Kits to augment STEM
education in 75 Schools

Free residential 6-day training programme to over
3,200 TN school teachers on use of ICT in teaching
Pongal hampers containing rice, jaggery & dhal to
around 2,000 households in nearby villages for the
last 20 years

Active NSS & NCC student units engaged in blood
donation, volunteering & awareness camps

Annual support for augmenting facilities in
Hospitals, Primary Health Centres, Schools and
other activities of public service & utility

Free legal aid camps by SASTRA Law School which
has conducted over 80 legal aid camps (highest in
country)
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Kane salvages a draw for Spurs against Chelsea

Conte and Tuchel sent off after the full-time whistle for their second physical altercation of the match

EURO LEAGUES

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LONDON

Harry Kane snatched a 96th
minute equaliser to salvage a
2-2 draw for Tottenham from
a feisty London derby
against Chelsea on Sunday.

Both managers Antonio
Conte and Thomas Tuchel
were sent-off after the full-
time whistle for their second
physical altercation of the
match.

Chelsea looked set to get a
new era at Stamford Bridge
off to the best possible start
as they twice led through Ka-
lidou Koulibaly and Reece
James.

Conte and Tuchel were
both booked in the after-
math of Pierre-Emile Hojbj-
erg's first equaliser.

Tempers then flared again
during a handshake after
Kane nodded in with virtual-
ly the last action of the game.

Tottenham has still only
won once at Stamford Bridge
in 32 years in the league, but
Conte will be delighted to es-
cape with a share of the

spoils against his former
club.

Earlier, Nottingham For-
est celebrated its first home
game in the Premier League
for 23 years by beating West
Ham 1-0.

The two-time European
champion has made 14 new
signings in a bid to maintain
its top-flight status and two
of those making their home
debuts were the stars as Tai-
wo Awoniyi scored the only
goal and Dean Henderson
saved Declan Rice's penalty.

Lucky

Forest had fortune on its side
as the Hammers also had a
first-half goal controversially
ruled out and hit the under-
side of the crossbar twice af-
ter the break through Pablo
Fornals and Said Benrahma.
But that mattered little to
a jubilant 30,000 crowd at
the City Ground, who re-
velled in their first three
points back in the big time.
Robert Lewandowski en-
dured a frustrating debut for
Barcelona on Saturday when
Rayo Vallecano held on for a

0-0 draw at Camp Nou in
their Spanish league opener.

Lewandowski and his new
teammates were kept well in
check by Rayo, which also
proved dangerous on the
break and was only stopped
from scoring by the goal-
keeping of Marc-Andre ter
Stegen.

The results:

Premier League: Chelsea 2
(Koulibaly 19, James 77) drew
with Tottenham 2 (Hojbjerg 68,
Kane 90+6); Nottingham For-
est 1 (Awoniyi 45+2) bt West
Ham O.

La Liga: On Saturday: Celta Vi-
go 2 (Aspas 45+2, Pacienca 63)
drew with Espanyol 2 (Exposito
72, Joselu 90+7-pen); Real Val-
ladolid O lost to Villarreal 3
(Jackson 49, Baena 81, 90);
Barcelona O drew with Rayo
Vallecano O.

Bumdesliga: Mainz O drew with
Union Berlin O; Bayern Munich
2 (Musiala 33, Mueller 43) bt
Wolfsburg O.

Serie A: On Saturday: AC Milan
4 (Hernandez 12-pen, Rebic 15,
68, Diaz 46) bt Udinese 2 (Be-
cao 2, Masina 45+4); Sampdoria
O lost to Atalanta 2 (Toloi 26,
Lookman 90+4).

Down to the wire: Kane nodded in with virtually the last action of the game. =arp
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Getting ready: Members of Team India have arrived in Harare for an ODI series against Zimbabwe. The city will host all the three
matches scheduled on Aug. 18, 20 and 22. =TwiTTeR/BCCI

Will Rahul allow Gill to continue as opener?

The young batter is likely to play at three with the skipper opening with Dhawan

INDIA IN ZIM

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The ODI series against Zim-
babwe will be K.L. Rahul’s
dress rehearsal before the
Asia Cup and hence he is all
set to replace Shubman Gill
at the top-of the order along-
side Shikhar Dhawan.

With T20 World Cup be-
ing paramount and Gill not
exactly in the scheme of
things as far as shortest for-
mat is concerned, he might
be handed a number three
slot in order to ensure that
his captain gets enough
game-time before the conti-
nental championship in the
UAE, starting on August 27.

This provided all three are
fit and available for all the
games in the series.

While there will be no Ra-
hul Dravid heading the team
of support staff for the short
three-match series, starting

Long-awaited return: One has to wait and watch if skipper
Rahul opens the batting with Dhawan on his comeback =riLe

on August 18 in Harare, NCA
head V.V.S. Laxman is almost
certain to follow the blue-
print set by the head coach.
Rahul’s comeback also
creates problems for young

Gill, who has had a stellar
50-over series in the West In-
dies, where he scored 64, 43
and 98 not out in three
games to win the Player of
the Series award.

So will Rahul allow Gill to
continue his good form at
the top of the order or perch
himself out there at the on-
set with one eye on the Asia
Cup?

“I think Shubman is being
groomed in the right way by
the Indian team manage-
ment. While he has done ex-
ceedingly well in the Carib-
bean ODIs, what I can gauge
from this team’s philosophy
is prepare players for multi-
ple slots. Hence I feel for this
particular series, Shubman
might have to come in at No.
3,” former national selector
and Test opener Devang
Gandbhi gave his viewpoint.

In the 50-over set-up since
the home series against En-
gland in 2021, Rahul was be-
ing seen as a middle-order
anchor rather than an open-
er but once he was the skip-
per in the ODI series in
South Affrica, he had promot-
ed himself as an opener.

I0A awaits Delhi High Court verdict

‘Expect elections to be held in the next three or four months’

KAMESH SRINIVASAN
NEW DELHI

The Indian Olympic Associa-
tion (I0A) awaits the Delhi
High Court verdict on Aug.
16 to spell out a road map for
its election.

The acting president of
the IOA, Anil Khanna point-
ed out that the court had not
given permission on IOA’s re-
quest to hold the adjourned
Annual General Meeting and
other related meetings.

The IOA has also sought a
meeting with the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee
(I0C) to make matters clear.
The IOA president, along
with secretary-general Ra-
jeev Mehta and treasurer
Anandeshwar Pandey are
scheduled to visit the I0C
Headquarters in Lausanne,
for speeding up the matter,
on Sept. 1and 2.

I0A acting president Anil
Khanna. =fiLE PHOTO

“We have a right to be
heard. We expect the elec-
tions to be held in the next
three or four months,” said
Khanna.

“The honourable courts
had to step in as there were
major differences internally
within the IOA regarding
electoral rolls and non-com-
pliance of IOA Constitution,

as already approved by I0C
and the law of the land. The
electoral college has to be
clean. I0A will ensure this
before elections are held as
per timelines to be reached
in consultation with the IOC
and OCA,” stated Khanna.

During the Common-
wealth Games in Birming-
ham, the IOA officials did in-
teract with the IOC and
Olympic Council of Asia
(OCA) officials in an attempt
to provide clarity to the
situation.

Thus, the IOA expects to
have a robust Constitution
soon, in compliance with the
Sports Code as well the law
of the land, and “duly ap-
proved by the IOC”.

The IOA election will also
be conducted under the su-
pervision of observers from
I0C and OCA, among others.

LIVE TELECAST

KSCA Maharaja T20: Star
Sports 2 (SD & HD) & Fan-
Code, 3 p.m. &7 p.m.

Grand Prix Badminton
League: Eurosport (SD &
HD), 3 p.m.

Ultimate Kho-Kho league:
Sony Ten 3 (SD & HD) & Sony
LIV, 730 p.m. & 8.45 p.m.

Durand Cup
on Sports 18,
Voot

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

The 131st edition of the Du-
rand Cup football tourna-
ment will be telecast on
Sports 18 Network and
streamed live on Voot
platform.

All the 47 matches of the
tournament, which will be
held in Kolkata, Guwahati
and Imphal from August 16
to Sept. 18, will be telecast
across Sportsi8 1 SD and
HD and Sports 18 Khel as
well as streamed on the
OTT platform Voot, said a
statement.

For commentary, form-
er India international Hen-
ry Menezes and India wo-
men’s goalkeeper Aditi
Chauhan have been roped
in as experts, along with
former footballers Karan
Sawhney and Darren
Caldeira.

The ticket are priced at
350, 100 and %250 in Gu-
wahati, 350, ¥100 and T300
in Imphal and %50, 100
and %200 (only for Salt
Lake Stadium).

Sania loses
doubles
semifinals

SPORTS BUREAU

Sania Mirza’s fine run in
partnership with Madi-
son Keys was halted in the
doubles semifinals by Coco
Gauff and Jessica Pegula
7-5, 7-5 in the $2,527,250
WTA tennis tournament in
Toronto. The Indo-Ameri-
can pair won 350 WTA
points and $39,680.

The results: $2,527,250 WTA,
Toronto, Canada: Semifinals:
Coco Gauff & Jessica Pegula
(US) bt Madison Keys (USA) &
Sania Mirza 7-5, 7-5.

Pujara smashes career-best List-A score

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
HOVE

India’s Test specialist Che-
teshwar Pujara smashed his
way to a career-best List A
score of 174, notching up his
second hundred in a span of
48 hours as Sussex amassed a
mammoth 378 for six against
Surrey in the Royal London
Cup One Day Championship
on Sunday.

On Friday, Pujara had
caned the Warwickshire at-
tack en route his 79-ball 107,
albeit in a losing cause.

On Sunday, Sussex batted
first on a small county
ground at Hove, and was 9
for two inside first four overs
when Tom Clark (104 off 106
balls) and Pujara joined forc-
es to add 205 runs for the
third wicket.

Pujara, who has a near 55
average in List A cricket,
scored his 13th hundred in
the 50-over format and, in
all, faced 131 balls from which
he hit 20 fours and five sixes.

By the time he was dismis-

Mbappe or Neymar? Galtier won't name primary penalty taker

ASSOCIATED PRESS
PARIS

Paris Saint-Germain coach
Christophe Galtier played
down questions of who is the
club’s main penalty taker
this season after Kylian
Mbappe missed from the
spot and Neymar scored
with the next spot kick in a
league game.

Mbappe saw his effort
saved and Neymar coolly
converted his in the league
leader’s 5-2 win against
Montpellieron Saturday
night. It led to questions
whether there is a No. 1 pe-
nalty taker at the club.

“For this match, the order
was chosen thus,” Galtier
said after the game.

“Kylian shot first, so it was

cM
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logical that Neymar went
next. We’ll see in the future.”
While there was no animosi-
ty between the two players
on the field, after the game
Neymar liked a Tweet that
said he should not be a No. 2
penalty taker at any club.

Mbappe was named the
French league’s player of the
year last season for the third
time. The France star netted
39 goals overall and led the
league scoring charts with
28, including four penalties
from four attempts. Neymar
scored three penalties out of
four in his total of 13 goals
during another injury-hit
campaign.

The penalty talk after Sa-
turday’s game evoked me-
mories of a spat between

»

Neymar and former striker
Edinson Cavani during the
2017-18 season.

The two argued over who
should take a penalty during
a league game — an incident
that came to be known in
French media as “Penalty-
gate.” Later that same sea-
son, Neymar refused to let
Cavani take a late penalty,
even though PSG was alrea-
dy 7-0 up in the game and Ca-
vani needed one goal to be-
come PSG’s outright all-time
leading scorer.

Cavani went on to become
PSG’s best scorer with 200
goals before leaving the club.

Mbappe has 172 career
goals for PSG and could
catch Cavani this season, es-
pecially if he takes penalties.

| QATAR

QATAR

Intriguing: PSG coach Galtier played down the obvious
question involving Neymar and Mbappe. =arp
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Pujara... in fine form. =FiLe PHOTO

sed in the 48th over, Pujara
had nearly scored half of his
team’s runs (350) at that
time.

Pujara hit a six each off
pacers Matt Dunn, Conor
McKerr and Ryan Patel. Spin-
ners Amar Virdi and Yousef
Majid were also tonked for a
maximum each.
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At the Grace Road ground
in Leicester, left-arm spinner
Krunal Pandya emerged as
the most successful bowler
for Warwickshire with fi-
gures of three for 69 against
Leicestershire in another List
A game.

Krunal’s victims were
Louis Kimber (78), South

Aditi makes it to the

final round

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
GALGORM (N. IRELAND)

Aditi Ashok was the lone In-
dian to get past the second
cut at the ISPS Handa World
Invitational here.

The 24-year-old from
Bengaluru closed birdie-bir-
die after starting from the
10th to card 71 which helped
her get past another cut ap-
plied after 54 holes. She was
Tied-34th.

There have been two
cuts, the first after 36 holes,
at which point Tvesa Malik
exited, while after 54 holes
Diksha Dagar (73-72-76) mis-
sed the second cut as only

Top-35 and ties moved
ahead for the final round.

Amanda Doherty carded
a third round of 72 (-1) to
maintain a one-shot lead.
The LPGA Tour rookie got
off to a slower start at Gal-
gorm with a bogey on the
third followed by a birdie on
the fourth, before a double
bogey on the fifth.

However, the 24-year-old
soon got into her groove
rolling in three birdies
around the turn on holes
eight, 10 and 12.

England’s Georgia Hall
and Chinese Taipei’s Peiyun
Chien sit one shot behind
the leader on 11-under-par
after 54 holes.

»

African international Wiaan
Mulder (68) and Aaron Lilley
(33).

Leicestershire scored 338
for eight in 50 overs.

Veteran Indian Test pacer
Umesh Yadav continued his
good showing for Middlesex
with figures of two for 58
from 10 overs with wickets of
Somerset openers Andrew
Umeed (10) and skipper
James Rew (114).

Umesh currently has 13
wickets from four games
with a five-for and four-for
under his belt. Somerset
scored 335 for six in 50
overs.

Out of favour India pacer
Navdeep Saini had figures of
none for 43 for Kent against
Northamptonshire, ~which
was bowled out for 210.

While Saini went wicket-
less, this was the least num-
ber of runs that he has con-
ceded in Royal London Cup
so far, having gone for above
61, 71 and 68 runs in his pre-
vious three appearances.

Winning start by
Gujarat Giants

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PUNE

Gujarat Giants beat Mum-
bai Khiladis 69-44 in the
opening game of the inaug-
ural edition of Ultimate
Kho-Kho which began on
Sunday.

Mumbai started with the
PowerPlay, activating two
wazirs — Durvesh Salunke
and Avik Singha — when the
batch comprising Vinayak
Pokarde, Akshay Bhangare
and Mareppa took the field.

However, within less
than two minutes, they suc-
cessfully managed to out all
three of them.

Khiladis dominated with
a 22-2 lead and kept up the
pressure till the end.

M BG-BGE
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Strikers register their first points

Break a six-game losing streak against Warriors; United beat Mystics

MAHARAJA TROPHY

CORRESPONDENT
MYSURU

Shivamogga Strikers helped
by some good bowling in
the middle and death overs
by skipper K. Gowtham (2/
22), Utham Aiyappa (2/35)
and M.B. Darshan (2/44),
combined with a valuable
knock by B.R. Sharath (53),
posted their first win in six
games over Mysore War-
riors by 13-runs on the
eighth day of the Maharaja
Cup KSCA T20 tournament
played here on Sunday.

Mysore Warriors set a tar-
get of 175 runs, got off to a
bad start losing skipper Ka-
run Nair (0), was gobbled
up by the wicket-keeper off
medium-pacer Aiyappa (1-1-
0.2 overs).

Nihal Ullal (@13), and
G.S.Chiranjeevi (0) depart-
ed quickly and the Warriors
were struggling at 32 for
three in 4.3 overs.

Regular wickets
Wickets fell at regular inter-
vals with Shreyas Gopal (7)
and Shubhang Hegde (13),
and C.Shivraj (19), departed
soon and the side was re-
duced to 115 for six in 15.4
overs.

Left-hander Pavan Desh-
pande top-scored with 64
(47b, 6x4, 2x6). Mysore end-

s R A e
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ed up scoring 161 for eight in
20 overs.

Put into bat, Shivamogga
Strikers posted a decent to-
tal of 174/8 in 20 overs. Shi-
vamogga got off to a decent
star with openers Rohan Ka-
dam (18,15b, 3x4) and
B.R.Sharath (53, 35b, 6x4,
2x6) adding 56 runs for the
opening wicket in 5.1 overs.

The second wicket fell at
62 when Vinay Sagar (1) de-
parted off Shubhang Hegde.

B.R. Sharath batted freely
executing some neat cover
drives and lofted strokes to

Bengaluru FC signs

ASHWIN ACHAL
BENGALURU

Indian Super League (ISL)
side Bengaluru FC (BFC)
signed India international
defender Sandesh Jhingan
on a one-year deal, BFC an-
nounced here.

The 29-year-old Jhingan,
who most recently turned
out for ATK Mohun Bagan,
was unveiled for BFC’s open
training session at Banga-
lore Football Stadium on
Sunday.

Jhingan had turned out
for BFC in a loan spell in the
2016-17 season.

“The club has built a

Sandesh Jhingan
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strong team this season and
has never been short on am-
bition. They know how to

win trophies.
“ In addition to some
quality new  signings,

players like (Sunil) Chhetri
bhai, Gurpreet (Sandhu)
and Udanta (Singh) have
been here for a while now
and we’re looking good as a
unit,” Jhingan said.

BFC, under new manager
Simon Grayson, commenc-
es its 202223 campaign
with a Group ‘A’ clash
against Jamshedpur FC in
the Durand Cup on Tues-
day.

Lifes Song should
repeat in main event

HYDERABAD: The four-year-old
filly Lifes Song, who won well in
her last start, should repeat in the
Independence Cup, the chief
event of Monday’s (Aug. 15) races
here.

DONCASTER PLATE (1,400m),

(Terms) Maiden, 3-y-o only
(Cat. II) — 2.10 p.m.: 1. City Cruise
(9) Nakhat Singh 56, 2. Milton
Keynes (8) B. Nikhil 56, 3. My Way
Or Highway (10) Mohit Singh 56,
4. Resurgence (1) Surya Prakash
56, 5. Shubhrak (3) Mukesh Ku-
mar 56, 6. Wind Sprite (7)
Kuldeep Singh 56, 7. Lights On (5)
Aneel 54.5, 8. This Is Me (6) P.
Vikram 54.5, 9. Tiger Mountain
(4) A.A. Vikrant 54.5 and 10.
Yaletown (2) Akshay Kumar 54.5.
1. YALETOWN,
2. RESURGENCE,
3. WIND SPRITE

KAMAREDDY PLATE (1,600m),
4-y-0 & upward, rated 20 to 45
(Cat. III) — 2.45: 1. Isra (1) Aneel
60, 2. Ice Berry (6) R.S. Jodha
59.5, 3. Mireya (2) D.S. Deora 59,
4. Muaser (3) Ajeeth Kumar 55.5,
5. Gurbaaz (5) Kuldeep Singh
53.5, 6. Ashwa Migsun (4) B.R. Ku-
mar 52.5 and 7. Starwalt (7) Ak-
shay Kumar 52.
1. ICE BERRY,
2. STARWALT,
3. MIREYA

ANANTHAGIRI HILLS PLATE
(1,200m), rated 20 to 45 (Cat.
I1I) — 3.15: 1. Siyavash (4) Abhay
Singh 60.5, 2. Salisbury (1) Afroz
Khan 57, 3. Indian Temple (10)
Mohit Singh 56, 4. Quality War-
rior (3) Akshay Kumar 55, 5. Black
Onyx (5) D.S. Deora 54.5, 6. Blaz-
ing Jupiter (8) Kuldeep Singh 52.5,
7. New Hustle (2) B. Nikhil 51, 8.
Ashwa Pushkin (6) Santosh Raj
50.5, 9. Smolensk (7) P. Sai Kumar
50 and 10. Space Time (9) P. Gad-
dam 50.
1. BLACK ONYX,
2. QUALITY WARRIOR,
3. SALISBURY

CcM
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DEVARAKONDA PLATE
(1,600m), rated 40 to 65 (Cat.
1I) — 3.45: 1. Lamha (5) Akshay Ku-
mar 60, 2. Aerial Combat (6)
Khurshad Alam 54.5, 3. Galwan
(1) Ajeeth Kumar 54.5, 4. Char Ek
Char (7) Ishwar Singh 53.5, 5.
Miss Marvellous (4) Afroz Khan
53.5, 6. Pacific Command (2)
Rafique Sk. 53.5 and 7. Beauty
Flame (3) B. Nikhil 53.
1. GALWAN,
2. LAMHA,
3. MISS MARVELLOUS

5 INDEPENDENCE CUP (1,200m),
rated 40 to 65 (Cat. II) — 4.15:
1. Blue Origin (7) Mukesh Kumar
60, 2. Kingston (1) Kuldeep Singh
59.5, 3. Amyra (3) Afroz Khan 58,
4. Lifes Song (10) Akshay Kumar
56.5, 5. Palomar (9) Ajeeth Kumar
56.5, 6. General Atlantic (2) B.
Nikhil 53.5, 7. Angelita (5) B.R. Ku-
mar 52.5, 8. Morior Invictus (8)
Ishwar Singh 52.5, 9. Gusty Note
(6) P. Gaddam 51.5 and 10. San-
down Park (4) Md. Ismail 51.5.

1. LIFES SONG,

2. BLUE ORIGIN,

3. KINGSTON

THREE  WISHES  PLATE
(1,100m), rated up to 25 (Cat.
1) — 4.45: 1. Battle Ready (2)
Deepak Singh 60, 2. Golden Forza
(3) Kuldeep Singh 60, 3. Inside
Story (5) R.S. Jodha 60, 4. NR I
Secret (10) Santosh Raj 59.5, 5.
Lifetime (9) Surya Prakash 59, 6.
Charmer (1) Nakhat Singh 58.5, 7.
Choice Of Diamond (6) Aneel
58.5, 8. Healthandhappiness (8)
D.S. Deora 56.5, 9. Open Affair (7)
Mohit Singh 56.5 and 10. Good
Tidings (4) Akshay Kumar 54.5.
1. GOOD TIDINGS,
2. GOLDEN FORZA,
3. BATTLE READY
Day’s Best: LIFES SONG
Jackpot: 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6; Mini Jack-
pot:3,4,5&6.
Treble (i): 1, 2 & 3; (ii): 4, 5 & 6.

Tanala: All races.

Good hand: B.R. Sharath scored a valuable 53 for Shivamogga Strikers. =wm.A. srRIRAM

add 33-runs in 28-balls with
K.V.Siddarth (36, 30b, 2x4),
before he fell to the guile of
leg-spinner Shreyas Gopal.

Avinash (25,17b, 3x4,1x6)
used the long handle well to
boost the total to 174/8 in 20
overs.

Medium-pacer Vidyadhar
Patil impressed with figures
of 3/39 and was supported
well by left-arm spinner
Shubhang Hegde (2/19) and
medium-pacer Aditya Goel
(2/38).

The scores:
Shivamogga Strikesrs: 174/8

Siva and Ridhima

corner glory
BENGALURU: S. Siva and

Ridhima Veerendra Kumar
were adjudged the men's
and women's individual
champions respectively as
the Karnataka State Senior
Aquatic Championship drew
to a close at the Padukone
Dravid Centre for Sports
Excellence here on Sunday.
The duo capped their
performances on the final
day by claiming their
respective 50m backstroke
races. Siva took gold in a
time of 27.19s, while
Ridhima came home in
30.48s.

Both Siva and Ridhima
finished the championship
with two new meet records
to their names.

Select results (winners all):
Men: 4x100m medley: BAC-A,
3:59.77s (NMR; OR: BSRC,
4:00.50, 2019); Women:
4x100m medley: Dolphin
Aquatics, 4:33.78 (NMR; OR:
BAC, 4:36.78, 2019).

Overall championship:
Basavanagudi Aquatic Centre
(BAC) (468 points).
Individual championship:
Men: S. Siva (BAC, 40 pts);
Women: Ridhima Veerendra
Kumar (BAC, 43 pts).

Tuskers overcome Tigers
Bandipur Tuskers beat
Kodagu Tigers 6-3 in the
Grand Prix Badminton
League at the KBA courts on
Sunday.

The results:

Bandipur Tuskers bt Kodagu
Tigers 6-3 (Alifiya Riyas lost to
Rujula Ramu (Trump) 9-15,
11-15; Abhishek Yeligar & V.
Vaibhav (Trump) bt Adarsh
Kumar & H.R. Vasantha Kumar
15-13, 11-15, 15-8; Abhishek
Yeligar bt Vishesh Sharma 15-6,
15-7; Kishal Ganapathy &
Apeksha Nayak lost to Saneeth
Dayanand & Ramya Venkatesh
10-15, 12-15; Daniel Farid &
Vaibhav & Ganesh Vittalji bt
Saneeth & Vasantha Kumar &
Adarsh 21-16.

On Saturday: KGF Wolves bt
Malnad Falcons 6-3 (Rashmi

Netherlands

names squad for
Pakistan ODI series

ANI qualification for the
AMSTERDAM 2023 ICC Men’s
Netherlands ~ on  Cricket World Cup.
Sunday announced  The squad:

a 15-member squad Scott Edwards

for the upcoming
three-match ODI se-
ries against Pakis-

tan at home. Beek,
The series forms Aryan
Jain,

part of the ICC ODI
Super League and
the teams will have
the opportunity to
gain automatic

nuru,

(capt.), Musa Ahmad,
Shariz Ahmad, Wes-
ley Barresi, Logan van

Ryan Klein, Bas de
Leede, Teja Nidama-

Max O'Dowd and Vik-
ram Singh.

in 20 overs (B.R. Sharath 53,
K.V. Siddarth 36, D. Avinash 25,
Vidyadhar Patil 3/39, Shubhang
Hegde 2/19, Aditya Goel 2/28)
bt Mysore Warriors 161/8 in 20
overs (Pavan Deshpande 64, K.
Gowtham 2/22, Utham Aiyappa
2/35, M.B. Darshan 2/44).
Gulbarga Mystics 192/6 in
20 overs (Manish Pandey 86
n.o, M.S. Bhandage 29,
K.L.Shrijith 36, Vyshak Vijayku-
mar 3/28, H.S.Sharath 2/44)
lost to Mangalore United 195/7
in 19.4 overs (Abhinav Manohar
55 n.o, Aneeshwar Gautham
30, S.S.Sujay 29, Macneel H N
24, Shreesha S Achar 3/
26,C.A.Karthik 2/33).

KARNATAKA ROUND-UP

Ranjeet clinches bronze medal

Kirrtane emerges third in mixed doubles

ITF SENIORS

SPORTS BUREAU

Former national champion
V.M. Ranjeet had a memora-
ble outing in the ITF Seniors
World Championship, win-
ning the singles bronze me-
dal, in the over-35 section, in
Lisbon, Portugal.

In a cracker of a semifinal,
Ranjeet was beaten by the
top seed, eventual gold me-
dallist and former World No.
62 in the professional circuit,
Fred Gil, 4-6, 6-3, 7-6(2).

“Got a standing ovation af-
ter the semifinals against
Fred Gil. It was a high quality
match and lasted more than
three and a half hour,” said
Ranjeet, who had negotiated
a strong field in a draw of 64.

Ranjeet said that he would
go to Spain and compete in
two more tournaments be-
fore returning home.

India players won more

medals in doubles and
mixed doubles in the World
Championship.

Nitten Kirrtane won the
mixed doubles bronze in the
over-45 section with Stefanie
Kolar of Germany.

The duo won two matches
after a bye before being bea-
ten 6-4, 6-0 in the semifinals
by Caroline De Vries and
Marcus Hilpert of the
Netherlands.

Neeraj Anand and Naren-
dra Singh Choudhary won
the men’s over-45 doubles
bronze, by winning three
rounds before being beaten
6-1, 6-1 by Andrew Lux and
Matthias Schramm of Ger-
many in the semifinals.

Radhika Tulpule Kanitkar
won the women’s doubles
bronze medal in the over-40
event with Virginie Villani of
Canada.

Creditable: V.M. Ranjeet lost to the top seed, and eventual
gold medallist, Fred Gil in the semifinal. =speciaL ARRANGEMENT

Indian hockey players share heartfelt messages

ANI
NEW DELHI

A few members of the Indian
men’s and women’s hockey
teams shared heartfelt mes-
sages on the eve of the Inde-
pende Day. “I would like to
wish all the citizens of our
country a very Happy Inde-
pendence Day. This one is ex-

On top: Ridhima and Siva, individual champions at the.State
Senior aquatic championship. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

Ganesh lost to Drithi Yateesh
(Trump match) 12-15, 9-15;
Prakash Raj & V. Suhas (Trump
match) bt Aravind Kongara &
Pruthvi K.Roy 15-11, 15-13; Rudra
Shahi lost to Mithun Manjunath
10-15, 6-15; Hemanth M. Gowda
& Gloria Vinayakumar bt
Shamanth Rao Kidiyoor & Drithi
14-15, 15-13, 15-11; Hemanth &
Prakash Raj & V. Suhas bt
Pruthvi & Mithun Manjunath &
Samanth 21-19).

Ayush, Neeti triumph

K. Ayush and Neeti Agarwal
emerged the under-15 boys'
and girls' singles champions
respectively at the
Karnataka State-ranking
table tennis tournament,
organised by Bellary District
Table Tennis Association.
Ayush defeated B.R. Gaurav
11-9, 12-10, 2-11, 11-13, 11-6,
11-6, while Neeti beat Saanvi
Vishal Mandekar 11-9, 11-7,
11-8, 11-8.

Mandara on song

Mandara top-scored with 28
points as DYES Mandya beat
DYES Mysore 57-40 to enter
the girls' final of the State
Youth basketball
championship on Sunday.
In the summit clash,
Mandya will take on Mounts
Club, which defeated S.
Blues 60-54.

The results (semifinal
league):

Boys: PPC 47 (Milind 26, Hriday
15) bt Vivek's SC 33 (Aarush 13);

VNSC 62 (Daksh 19, Varun 18,
Ayush 10) bt Beagles BC 60
(Chirag 22, Jitesh 12).

Girls: DYES Mandya 57
(Mandara 28, Deepushree 12) bt
DYES Mysore 40 (Yashaswini
32); Mounts Club 60 (Nakshatra
17, Nilaya 14) bt S. Blues 54
(Nidhi 27).

Anvith, Aditya win titles
Anvith P. Bhat (5 points) and
Aditya Trehan (5) won the
under-10 and under-16 titles
respectively at the
Independence Challenge
chess tournament,
conducted by Champions
Chess Academy on Sunday.

Bengaluru Blues-A

thrashes KV NAL

Bengaluru Blues-A thrashed
KV NAL 19-0 in the DS
Murthy & Radha Murthy
Memorial hockey
tournament, on Sunday.
The results:

Bengaluru Blues-A bt KV NAL
19-0; Samanth Sports Academy
bt Bengaluru Blues-B 7-3;
Rainbow bt East India 5-3;
Aristocrat bt Naveen-A 15-0;
DPS East bt Bangalore United-B
9-5; East India bt Team
Wildboar 4-2.

Bengaluru Blues-A bt Naveen
8-2; DPS East bt Rainbow 6-5;
Aristocrat bt Coorg
Direwolves-A 4-3; Team
Wildboar bt Bangalore United
8-4; Bengaluru Blues-A bt
Flying 8-5.

tra special for us as it’s our
75th Independence Day. We
have grown tremendously as
a nation, especially in the
field of sports,” said men’s

team captain Manpreet
Singh.
Defender = Harmanpreet

Singh said: “It’s been abso-
lutely fantastic to see our

growth as a nation in the last
few years and I am eager to
see how far we can go in the
future. The determination
and persistence we have
shown in every field are simp-
ly amazing.”

The men’s team goalkeep-
er P.R. Sreejesh said: “There’s
no greater pride than playing

for your country and there-
fore Independence Day is al-
ways special to me. It’s been
truly magnificent to be a
small part of this journey. I
wish everyone happiness and
light this Independence Day.”

The women’s skipper Savi-
ta Punia also wished the fel-
low citizens.

Don't pay attention to ban threat: Chhetri

All other verticals in the AIFF are trying to fix things’

BENGALURU

India and Bengaluru FC foot-
baller Sunil Chhetri advised
players to “not pay much at-
tention” to FIFA’s threat to
suspend the All India Foot-
ball Federation.

“I’'ve spoken to the boys
about this — do not pay
much attention to this (ban
threat), because it is out of
your control.

“People who are involved
(in this discussion) are doing
their best to emerge with the
best result possible.

“As far as players are con-
cerned, do your work
properly.

“Improve yourself as a

Keep focusing: Chhetri, seen with BFC head coach Grayson,
centre, and Roy Krishna, wants players to put their best foot
forward. =K. MURALIKUMAR

player, and whenever you
get the opportunity to play
for your country or club, put
your best foot forward.

“ All other verticals in the

Olivier setback for

South Africa

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
LONDON

South Africa suffered a set-
back just days before its Test
series against England when
fast bowler Duanne Olivier
was ruled out of the entire
campaign with a hip injury.

The 30-year-old sus-
tained the injury during this
week’s four-day tour match
against the second-string
England Lions in Canterbu-
ry and Olivier, a veteran of
15 Tests, is now returning
home.

“Duanne Olivier present-
ed with significant discom-
fort involving his right hip

endra Ramjee in a Cricket
South Africa (CSA) state-
ment on Sunday.

“After clinical assess-
ment, he was referred for an
MRI scan which revealed a
grade two tear involving the
right pectineus muscle.

South Africa has not
named a replacement for
Olivier, with fellow quicks
Kagiso Rabada, Lungi Ngidi
and Anrich Nortje already in
the squad.

The first Test at Lord’s is
scheduled to start on Wed-
nesday.

AIFF are trying to fix things
to make sure that they come
out with flying colours,”
Chhetri said in a virtual me-
dia interaction on Sunday.

Easy for ASC
& Center FC

FOOTBALL

SPORTS REPORTER
BENGALURU

BENGaLURU: ASC & Center
FC beat Bangalore Eagles
FC 3-1 in the C. Puttaiah
Memorial football tourna-
ment on Sunday.

The results:

MEG & Center FC 1 (Shaik
Muzeeb 17) drew with Banga-
lore Dream United FC 1 (Pal-
zor Bhatia 40).

ASC & Center FC 3 (Laish
Ram Premkumar Singh 40,
Tony Huidrom 45+1, Melem
Tomthin Metei 66) bt Banga-
lore Eagles FC 1 (Immanuel
Derricks 70).

flexor mus-
cle at the
close of play
on day three
of the four-
day tour
match,” said
the team
doctor Hash-

P
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WALK-IN-INTERVIEW FOR FACULTY POSITIONS

Professors/Assoc.Professors/Asst.Professors
in Computer Science & Enginearing (GSE) and Information Technology (IT)

AT RIl = Pno. in relevant discipiine. = Candidates who

have submitted thelr Ph.D, thesis and awaiting Viva may also attend.

=M. Tech. with 5 years of experience in Teaching/Industry may also attend,

# A5 per AICTE norms » Salary will not be a constraint for
deserving candidates from Premier Institutions ke ITsNITSANTs.

Date & Time of iterview: 20.08.2022 [Saturday) & 21.08.2022 {Sunday) from 09.00 AM o 06.00 PM

Vienue: Ramada Hotel, Gandhi Irwin Rd, Ansari Estate, Epmore, Chennai, Tamil Nadu - 600008
Contact - Job Details : Assistant Registrar - 8500444991

Venue Details : Mr. Pavan Kumar +91-9291244551

Mote: » The candidales are requested 10 atiend the interview

cerfificates » Candidates with Ph.D. in ECE & Mathematics
Science subjects for B Tech. programme may also attend. » Candidates may torward their
CV 1o recruilment@vignan.ac.in.

with the copies of their
0 can teach Computer

T

PACKAIVALA
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by

PALKHIVALA FOUNDATION

cordially invites you for the webinar on

“India @ 100: Achieving our Tryst with Destiny”

Mr.Arun Maira

Former Member, Planning Commission, Govt. of India.
Author of “Remaking India: One Country, One Destiny”
And other books

at 06.00 p.m. IST on Monday,
15" August 2022

Meeting Link :

https://youtu.be/pGDqnjbqYQo
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SAVE THE DATE

H PG Cert International
Business Law

The University of Essex Online
invites applications for its PG
Cert International Business
Law with an indicative study
duration of eight months.
euiciBiLiTy: For the academic
entry route, an undergraduate
degree from an approved insti-
tution, equivalent to a UK Ho-
nours degree, or relevant pro-
fessional qualification. For the
work experience entry route,
applicants must have at least
five years of senior-level work
experience. If English is not
applicants’ first language,
their English ability should be
equivalent to an IELTS score of
6.5. Those who don’t hold an
IELTS or equivalent qualifica-
tion will need to pass the un-
iversity’s free online English
test

DEADLINE: September 1
https://bit.ly/3QmfWKY

B M.Sc. Advanced Computer
Science with Data Science

The University of Strathclyde,
Glasgow, invites applications
for its M.Sc. Advanced Compu-
ter Science with Data Science
course starting in January
2023.

eLiciBiLITY: Minimum second-
class honours degree or inter-
national equivalent in Compu-
ter Science or another numer-
ate discipline (Maths, Physics,
Engineering, for instance).
Some programming or data-
base experience is normally
required.
https://bit.ly/3SLZsgX

H Applications open at
University of Sheffield

The University of Sheffield, the
U.K., invites applications for a
four-year B.Sc. Computer
Science (Artificial Intelli-
gence) with an Industrial
Placement Year course
starting in September 2023.

eLiciBiLITY: 85 % in Class 12 in-
cluding Maths. IELTS grade of
6.5 with a minimum of 6.0 in
each component; or an alter-
native acceptable English lan-
guage qualification.
https://bit.ly/3QHSFI5

The university is also introduc-
ing a three-year, full-time B.A.
Global Sustainable Deve-
lopment from September
2023.

eLiciBiLIT: 80 % in Class 12,
ELTS grade of 6.5, with a mini-
mum of 6.0 in each compo-
nent; or an alternative accep-
table  English  language
qualification.
https://bit.ly/3]PzBQZ

m HERITAGE fellowships
launched

InterGlobe Foundation recent-
ly launched InterGlobe HERIT-
AGE Fellowships to encourage
researchers, journalists, archi-
tects, and others to bring pre-
viously undocumented as-
pects of Indian culture to light
and raise awareness of our
heritage.

Four applicants will be select-
ed and the fellowship will last
for three months from Novem-
ber 1, 2022.

DEADLINE: August 31.
https://bit.ly/3bHQm41

B M.Sc. in Electro-Optical
Engineering

Ben-Gurion University of the
Negev (BGU), Israel, has
opened admissions for the
two-year MSc. in Electro-Opti-
cal Engineering for Fall 2022.
eLiciBiLIT: A B.Sc. in related
Science and Engineering fields
(Electrical Engineering, Mate-
rial Engineering, for instance),
with minimum GPA of 80/100;
TOEFL score of 85/120 or
equivalent in an international-
ly-recognised English profi-
ciency exam.

GRE is recommended but not
required. Additionally, prior to
applying the applicant should
contact a potential advisor
among the EOPE faculty.
https://bit.ly/3p6peyF

Karnataka Education Trust (R)

KARNATAKA COLLEGE

GROUP OF INSTITUTIONS
www.karnatakacollege.org

ADMISSION OPEN 2022-23 PUC
76 COURSES |

B.Com ( Aviation & Airport Management )
BBA ( Aviation & Airport Management )

BPT ( Physiotherapy) | B.PHARM

www.karnatakaeducationtrust.com

MBA (Logistics & Supply Chain Mgmt) D.PHARM, GNM,
MBA (Aviation & Airport Mgmt )

BCA (Cloud Computing & Cyber Security) MTTM (5 yrs Intergrated after +2)  Technology

B.Com ( Logistics & Supply Chain Mgmt) ~ M.Sc. Nursing Medical Laboratory - 154 0{ /4««74«%' eozz
BBA (Logistics & Supply Chain Mgmt) ~ MBA, M.Com, | M.Sc Mathematics ;?ﬁgfr:]an?r:‘:)gyeration

B.Com, BBA, BCA | M.A English | PHARM D Th'; alor Te cm‘: ology . -
B.Sc & PB B.Sc ( Nursing ) |B.Sc Radiology PHARM D(PB) | M.PHARM Diploma in Opthalmic i J
B.Sc Renal Dialysis B.Sc MLT | Technology

17 COLLEGE OF LAW LLB (3 Years

For Admission Contact: # 33/2, Tirumena Halli, Hegde Nagar Main Road, Bangalore - 560 064
Ph: 8080833000 Moh :+ 9198440 57967 | + 91 88616 66688 Email: karnatakaeducationtrust@gmail.com
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\==/ MEDICAL COLLEGE & HOSPITAL o
A Constituent Institution of Dr. M.G.R. Educational and Research Institute, Chennai, India

(Deemed to be University)
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SCIENCE : PCMB/PCMCs / PCME
COMMERCE : EBACs/HEBA/BACsS

DIPLOMA COURSES

Diploma in X-ray

(+2 Science 2yrs)

Chairman Prof. Basavaraj Ramnal
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CET CODE: E087 ESTD.: 1997

Bachelor of Engineering
< Computer Science

<+ Information Science
+ Artificial Intelligence & Machine Learning
< Electronics & Communication
<« Mechanical < Civil
College of Pharmacy

CET
B060

Institute of Management
BCA | BCA - Hons.
BBA | BBA - Hons.
MBA | M.Com

College of Law
5Yrs: BA-LLB|B.Com-LL.B
3Yrs:LL.B

Degree College

BSc | BA | BA - Journalism

B.Com | B.Com - Data Analytics
Admission Center:

NAAC

ACCREDITED,

Rajajinagar II Stage, Bengalu

VKIT Campus: Kumbalagodu, Kengeri, Bengaluru-560074

%39 VIVEKANANDA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

AN INSTITUTE OF JANATHA EDUCATION SOCIETY"
Recognised by GOK, Affiliated to VTU & Approved by AICTE

Dr.Rajkumar Road, Next to Orion Mall,

wR=ag o Azadi k4
wsh@ shdeedd | AMrit Mahotsaw

Il 30 years of Proven Educational Excellence |

COMEDK CODE: E149

Ph.D Program Il 25 Acres of Sprawling wi-fi Enabled Campus with Cutting Edge Infrastructure
CSE | EXC | Mech |
i | (Bl e [l 1400 bedded hospital || 0 100 +bedded ICUs

Physics

|l Highly Experienced & Skilled Faculties | B 17 Modular 0Ts

At the Forefront of COVID WAR S "

®© +91-80-2929 292

#202, Kambipura, Mysore Road,
Bengaluru - 560 074

® info@rrmch.org

ru-560055

4 PRESIDENCY UNIVERSITY

GAIN MORE KNOWLEDGE

reach creater weichrs  EStablished under Section 2(f) of UGC Act, 1956 | Presidency University Act, 2013 of the Karnataka Act No. 41 of 2013

IScover >
Excellence

7 Advanced Schools | 52 Programs

New Age Programme

* Cyber Security
* Artificial Intelligence &

Machine Learning « Data

* Big Data * DevOps

COMEDK CODE: 173
CET/DCET CODE: E237

CONCESSIONAL FEE WITH
CHOICE OF BRANCH FOR |
COMEDK / CET ASPIRANTS -

s 2022-23

B.Tech - Computer Science and Engineering

* Internet of Things
* Block Chain

Science

B.Tech - Computer Science and Technology

B.Tech. - Information Science & Engineering

* Specialisation : Artificial Intelligence and Robotics

B.Tech. - Information Science & Technology
* Specialisation : Artificial Intelligence and Data Science

B.Sc. - Multimedia, B.Sc. - Data Science

SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING

B.Tech. Computer Science and Engineering

B.Tech. Computer Science and Engineering
(Artificial Intelligence & Machine Learning )

B.Tech. Computer Science and Engineering

( Data Science)

B.Tech. Computer Science and Engineering

( Cyber Security )

B.Tech. Computer Science and Engineering

( Blockchain)

B.Tech. Civil Engineering

B.Tech. Electrical & Electronics Engineering
B.Tech. Electronics and Communication Engineering
B.Tech. Mechanical Engineering

B.Tech. Mechanical Engineering
Specialisation : Mechatronics

B.Tech. Petroleum Engineering
M.Tech. Artificial Intelligence
M.Tech. Data Science

SCHOOL OF MANAGEMENT

BBA

Specialisation : Finance/Marketing/HR/Logjistics
BBA ( E-Commerce & Supply Chain Management )
BBA ( Financial Technology )

BBA ( Digital Marketing )

BBA ( Business Analytics )

BBA ( Aviation Management )

MBA [ Dual Major ]

Specialisation : Finance/Marketing/Human
Resource Management/Operations and Suppl
Chain Management/Business Analytics/Digita
Transformation

(5 - Year [Hons.] Integrated Programme)
BBA LL.B. [ Hons. |

BA LL.B. [ Hons. |

B.Com LL.B. [ Hons. ]

LL.M. Intellectual Property Rights (IPR)
LL.M. Technology Law

SCHOOL OF DESIGN

B.Tech. Computer Science and Engineering ( loT ) MBA ( Logistics & Supply Chain Management )

MBA ( Business Analytics )
MBA ( Digital Marketing )
MBA ( E-Business Management )

SCHOOL OF INFORMATION SC. SCHOOL OF COMMERCE

BCA B.Com

Specialisation : Banking & Finance / Corporate
BCA [ Augmented Reality and Virtual Reality ] Accounting & Taxation
BCA [ Gaming and Graphics |

B.Com [ Hons. ]
) o Specialisation : Corporate Accounting with CMA-US /
B.Sc. Data Science [ Comp. Sc., Statistics,
Mathematics |

B. Des. Product Design
B. Des. Game Design

M.Tech. Embedded System & VLSI

B.Tech. Computer Science and Technology ( Big Data )
M.Tech. Building & Construction Technology

B.Tech. Computer Science and Technology ( DevOps )

M.Tech. Product design and development B. Des. Communication Design

B.Tech. Computer Science and Technology

Specialisation : Artificial Intelligence & Machine Learning B. Des. Space Design

B. Des. Fashion Design
B.Sc. Multimedia ( VFX, SFX & Gaming )

SCHOOL OF MEDIA STUDIES

BA - Journalism and Mass Communication

INTEREST

FREE
 EDU. LOAN
! FACILITY

M BG-BGE

B.Tech. Computer Engineering
Specialisation : Artificial Intelligence & Machine Learning

B.Tech. Information Science and Engineering
Specialisation : Artificial Intelligence & Robotics

B.Tech. Information Science and Technology
Specialisation : Artificial Intelligence & Data Science

Business Analytics / CA Foundation
B.Sc. Economics ( Economics, Statistics, Mathematics )

CET CODE : E237 | PGCET CODE : MBA - B349 | M.TECH - T983 | admission@presidencyuniversity.in

ADMISSIONS OPEN 2022-23 ~ +81-63667-82344

presidencyuniversity.in | Presidency University, Itgalpur, Rajanakunte, Yelahanka, Bengaluru 560064
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The mobile chat that sent people into a tizzy at Mangaluru International Airport

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MANGALURU

bai which was to take off
here at 11 a.m. started the
journey at 5 p.m. after secur-
ity agencies took both the
passengers into custody. An

created anxious moments
over security, forcing the
flight crew to deplane all 186
passengers here on Sunday.
Finally, the flight to Mum-

bai bound flight which was
ready to take off, and a fe-
male passenger sitting inside
the terminal building of Man-
galuru International Airport

Contents of chat over mobile
phones between a male pas-
senger, travelling on a Mum-

inquiry revealed that the
duo, who were friends, did it
for “fun” and there was no
security threat. Sources said
that the Mumbai-bound

flight was entering the run-
way when a co-passenger sit-
ting behind the male passen-
ger in question noticed the
chat with his (male passen-

ger’s) female friend sitting in-
side the terminal building.
One of the messages sent by
the woman read: “You are a
bomber.” Seeing the content,

the co-passenger alerted the
crew who reported the mat-
ter to the ATC. Immediately,
the flight was made to return
to the parking area.

Karnataka State Road Safety Authority

(Strive for Road Accident Free State)

everyone to be aware of road safety, traffic rules & regulations. Traffic signs can give you important

The alarming rate of road accidents is one of the biggest causes of worry in India. It is necessary for
| informations that can ensure your safety and also the safety of those around you. Awareness of motor

vehicle driving regulations can lower the rate of accidents.

Department Responsibilities

e Educating and training for Road users
® Conducting safety and awareness programmes

Road User's Responsibilities

e Wear Helmet while Riding e Always Drive within Speed Limit
(BIS Certified Helmet) e Do not use Mobiles while driving
® Don’t forget to fasten safety belts . . i
] ] e Avoid driving during drowsiness
e Keep a safe distance between the vehicles
e Don’t drink and drive

e Avoid Rash & Negligent Driving

Good Samaritan is a person who helps road accident victims to get medical aid

o No enquiry or detention by Govt.,

Help the road accident victims
to save their lives.
Alert, Act, Be a Good Samaritan

o No disclosure of personal identity
® You are protected under law

* As per Motor Vehicle Act 1988 violation of the act & rules is a crime.

LIFE IS PRECIOUS. PRIORITY FOR SAFE DRIVING

Azadi g,
Amrit Mghotsav

Providing safer roads for all road users

Vo~

Sri Basavaraj S Bommai
Hon'ble Chief Minister

[ SEp——

Sri B. Shriramulu,
Hon’ble Minister for
Transport and Tribal Welfare
Department Participating in
departmental programme.

"Sadak Suraksha Jeevan Raksha"

Dr. N.V. Prasad 1As ‘ TH.M. Kumar 1as

Commissioner for
Transport & Road Safety

J. Gnanendra Kumar
Additional Commissioner
Karnataka State Road Safety Authority

To cherish and follow the noble ideals which inspired our
national struggle for freedom - is the fundamental duty
of every citizen of the country

Principal Secretary to Govt.,

EDUCATION PLUS

SCHOLARSHIPS

Legrand Empowering
Scholarship
Programme

euiciBiLiTy: Open to girl stu-
dents across India applying
to courses such as B.Tech.,
B.E., B.Arch., BBA, B.Com.,
and B.Sc. Maths and Sciences
in India. Applicants must
have cleared Class 12 in 2021-
2022 and scored 70% and
above in both exams. Diffe-
rently-abled girl students and
transgender students shall
be considered. Annual fami-
ly income must be less than
%5 lakhs from all sources.
REwARDS: Girl students will be
awarded 60% of the course
fees up to 360,000 per year
till the completion of course
based on academic perfor-
mance. Students in the spe-
cial category (differently
abled and transgender stu-
dents or students with single
parents, or those who lost
their parents due to CO-
VID-19) will be awarded 80%
fees up to 1 lakh per year till
the completion of the course
based on academic
performance.

AppLIcATION: Online

Siddaganga Institute of

Technology, Tumkur
Wishes you a Happy 75th Independence Day

Education Imparted by heart
can bring a revolution
in the Society

Admissions Open
College Code: CET - E16, COMEDK - E125
Contact: 0816-2214001

www.sit.ac.in

www.mvjce.edu.in
Affiliated to VTU, Belagavi
Approved by AICTE, New Delhi
Recognized by UGC under 2(f) & 12(B)
Accredited by NBA & NAAC

COLLEGE OF
ENGINEERING
Since 1982

An Autonomous Institute

Empowering Future Changemakers
at MVJCE

Admissions Open
2022-23

Empower your future with cutting-edge B.E. Programmes

* Electronics &§ Communication Engineering

* Artificial Intelligence & Machine Learning

* Computer Science Engineering

* Mechanical Engineering

* Information Science Engineering

* Aeronautical Engineering * Civil Engineering
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[ndia’s relative pace of growth @75

As every country including India has progressed in the past 75 years, it becomes imperative to compare India’s relative progress with other countries.
Alook at @ India’s performance across several indicators, earlier and now, with a specific set of countries:

Population:
1960 vs 2021

India's population increased
from 4,505 lakh in 1960 to
13,934 lakh by 2021. While
its population has remained
the second-highest
throughout this period, it is
now catching up with China
(CH), the most populated
nation. Of the 32 nations
compared, UAE has had

a considerable rise in
population (from 92,000 in
1960 to 99.9 lakh) mostly
owing to in-migration. The
graph shows population

in lakh

HDI:
1950 vs 2019

The Human Development
Index (HDI) is a measure of
life expectancy, access to
education and standard of
living. The graph shows HDI
measured on a scale of O
(worst) to 1 (best). India's
HDI improved from 0.11

in 1950 to 0.64 in 2019.
Despite the progress in
absolute terms, its ranking
among select countries
dropped from 26th to 28th.
Two countries — Indonesia
(INDO) and Saudi Arabia
(KSA) surpassed India

GDP per capita:
1960s vs 2020s

India ranked 24 out of the
selected 26 nations in
GDP per capita. Its ranking
remained unchanged

in the 1960s and in 2020.
While Indonesia lagged
behind India in the 1960s,
it moved ahead by 2020.
The graph shows GDP per
capita (8) which is the sum
of gross value added by all
resident producers in the
economy divided by mid-
year population

IMR:
1960-75 vs 2020

In 1960, with an infant
mortality rate (IMR) of
161.8, India ranked 26th
out of 32 nations. It had
a better IMR than Turkey
(TUR), Bangladesh (BD),
Bhutan (BT), Egypt (EG),
Nepal (NP) and Pakistan
(PAK). The graph depicts
IMR which is the number
of infants dying before
their first birthday per
1,000 live births. By 2020,
India’s IMR improved to
27, but except Pakistan,
the aforementioned five
countries surpassed India

Women in
Parliament (%):
1997-98 vs 2021

Despite having seen
several women in political
leadership positions, India's
relative growth in the share
of women in Parliament
has been slow with many
countries outpacing India.
From 7% in 1997, the share
doubled to 14% in 2021.
Among the 31 nations
compared, India ranked 27,
positioned slightly ahead
of Hungary (HU). Notably,
India had a better rank (20)
in 1997
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BRICS ® Emerging economies

Indian subcontinent and © G7. By Rebecca Rose Varghese and Vignesh Radhakrishnan
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Net migration :
1960s vs 2017

India has always been a
country with net out-
migration. That is, it sends
out more people than it
takes in. However, in the
past five decades the out-
migration has intensified. In
2017, India had the highest
number of out-migrants
among the 31 nations
considered. In the 1960s,
11 countries had more out-
migrants than India. The
graph shows net migration,
in-migration minus out-
migration (in lakh)

Access to
electricity: 1993-
2000 vs 2020

In 1993, only 51% of India's
population had access to
electricity. It was ranked
29 among the 32 nations
considered. In 2020, India
gained 3 positions to the
26th rank, outpacing
Indonesia, the Philippines
(PHL), Bangladesh, Nepal,
S.Africa (SA) and Pakistan.
The graph shows the
share of population with
electricity access in %

Internet usage:
1990 vs 2020

Only the U.S., U.K., Canada
(CAN), Germany (GE),
France (FR), Japan (JP)
and Italy (ITA) out of 32
countries considered had
Internet access in 1990.
But by 2020, the Internet
usage was widespread
with 43% of Indians using
it. India ranked 28, ahead
of Nepal, Sri Lanka (SL),
Pakistan and Bangladesh in
2020. The graph shows the
share of population with
the Internet access in %

CO2 emission:
1990 vs 2019

India's emission of carbon
dioxide per capita has
been significantly lower
than other countries in the
past three decades. But its
position has fallen by two
places between 1990 and
2019 among the 32 nations
considered. It was the 6th
lowest emitter in 1990 and
and 8th lowest by 2019.
Colombia (COL) and the
Philippines bettered India
in this period. The graph
shows CO2 emission in
metric tonnes per capita

Renewable
resources:

1971 vs 2015

India's electricity
production from renewable
resources such as wind,
biomass, and biofuels has
grown at a sedate pace.

In 1971, it was yet to open
its account. By 2015,

5.3% of India's electricity
was produced using
renewable sources, ranked
15 out of 30 nations. The
graph shows the share of
electricity produced using
renewable resources except
hvdropower (in %)
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W The article looks at the
history of legislation of
various governments
starting from Nehru. The
initial years of independent

India saw vario

institutional pieces of
legislation. While Nehru
dealt mainly with the
aftermath of the Partition
and organising of States
into the Union, Shastri's
brief tenure confronted
acute national food

insecurity.
E—

M |ndira Gandhi's tenure

us

Life expectancy

In years, the average life
expectancy of Indians at birth
in 2020, according to the
World Bank. The life
expectancy improved to 41

years in 1960, more than a decade
after the country got independence.
Men in India had a life expectancy of
69 years, while women's stood at 71
years in 2020. The corresponding
numbers for men and women in 1960
were respectively 42 and 41 years,
indicating a relatively better
improvement for women than men.
The death rate has decreased from 22
per 1,000 people in 1960 to 7 in 2020.

Urban population

In crore,

Maharashtra's urban

population in 2011,

the highest among all
[ ] States/U.T.s in the

country, according to RBI data. India's
urban population grew from 6.2 crore
in 1951 to 37.71 crore in 2011. In 2021,
the country's urban population stood
at 49.31 crore, according to data
collected by the UN Population
Division. Urban population refers to
people living in urban areas, calculated
using World Bank population estimates
and urban ratios from the UN World
Urbanisation Prospects.

Infant mortality

The infant mortality rate (IMR) of
Nagaland in 2018, the lowest
among any State/U.T. in India,
according to RBI data. Madhya
Pradesh had the highest IMR (48)
in 2018. India's IMR improved from 58
in 2004 to 31in 2020. IMR is the
number of infants dying before their
first birthday, per 1,000 live birthsin a
year. India's maternal mortality ratio
(the number of women who died from
pregnancy-related causes while
pregnant or within 42 days of
pregnancy termination per 100,000
live births) stood at 143 in 2017,
according to World Bank data.

Poverty rate

In percentage, Bihar's
poverty rate in
2011-12, the highest
among any State/U.T.
[ ) in the country. With a

poverty rate of 5.1% in 2011-12, Goa
was the State with the lowest share,
followed by Kerala (7.1%). Andaman
and Nicobar Islands had only a 1%
poverty rate in 2011-12 and was the U.T
with the lowest percentage of poor
people. The poverty rate is the share of
the population below the poverty line
in a country based on the Lakdawala
Methodology in 1993-94 and
Tendulkar Methodology in 2011-12.

Factories in India

The number of
factories in
Tamil Nadu in
2017-18, the
! highest among

any Staté/U.T. in India, according to RBI
data. The State's figure stood at 21,053
in the early 2000s. Altogether, there
were 2,37,684 factories in India by
2017-18, when compared to the
1,36,353 in the early 2000s. With 82
factories, Sikkim is the State with the
least number of factories. Andaman
and Nicobar Islands is the U.T with the
least number of factories, decreasing
from 21in 2004-05 to 18 by 2017-18.
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The spectrum of law-making in
independent India

Coalition governments have shown greater allegiance to the constitutional promise than super-majority governments

KABEER SHRIVASTAVA

In India, Parliament is the supreme law-making
body. With the exceptions of items reserved unto
the people — by the virtue of Fundamental Rights —
and items reserved unto the States by the virtue of
the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution,
Parliament can make laws on virtually any subject
within India’s territory, and, in exceptional cases,
extra-territorially.

The Preamble lists the objectives of the
Constitution to secure for all citizens justice, liberty,
equality, and fraternity. Undeterred by India’s
deep-seated inequalities and factionalism before
and at the time of Independence, the framers of the
Constitution undertook a leap of faith and
envisioned a liberal, more egalitarian nation-state in
the post-colonial world.

Building blocks of the Nehruvian years
The first government led by Jawaharlal Nehru

agricultural universities in 1970. She deserves credit
for substantial reform to criminal procedure (1973),
landmark rights-based pieces of legislation such as
decriminalising abortion (1971; two years before the
U.S. Supreme Court legalised it), enhanced labour
rights (1970, 1976) and wildlife and environment
protection laws (1972-1981).

V. P. Singh’s singular policy legacy was the
implementation of the Mandal Commission
recommendations, and reserving additional
seats in public employment for Other
Backward Classes

All the while, Mrs. Gandhi could not tame her
authoritarian instincts and enacted the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act 1967 (or UAPA), the
Maintenance of Internal Security Act 1971, and its
economic adjunct, the Conservation of Foreign
Exchange and Prevention of Smuggling Activities

bosses), and, finally, sending the Indian Army to Sri
Lanka, a conflict which led to Rajiv Gandhi’s
assassination.

His legislative legacy was saved with
comprehensive codification of environment
protection, juvenile justice, mental health, and
consumer protection laws (1986-1987); the creation
of a legal services authority to deliver the
constitutional promise of free legal aid (1987); and
easing of onerous labour laws (1988). Even while
mired under allegations of corruption, Rajiv Gandhi,
to his credit, enacted a comprehensive
anti-corruption and benami prohibition law (both in
1988), which are in force until today.

V. P. Singh’s singular policy legacy was the
implementation of the Mandal Commission
recommendations, and reserving additional seats in
public employment for Other Backward Classes.

P.V. Narasimha Rao inherited a nation facing
severe headwinds — from a balance of payment
crisis to dangerous arousal of communal passions.

granting married Hindu women equal right in
intestate succession of her parents; protection of
women from domestic violence and senior citizens
welfare (2005, 2007); operationalising free and
compulsory education to children (2009); the
setting up of the Unique Identification Authority of
India (Aadhar) in 2009 and the National Green
Tribunal (2010); and, finally, a comprehensive law
protecting children from sexual offences (2012).

In response to the Mumbai terror attacks in 2008,
Manmohan Singh created the National Investigation
Agency that effectively cut into the powers of States
to manage law and order. Earlier that year, global
financial crises impacted India, followed by a global
outcry against tax havens. The legislative response
came between 2009-2012, with the execution of
multiple tax information exchange treaties, and
requiring residents (even if not permanently
resident) to disclose their global assets in Indian tax
returns.

In the penultimate year of his government’s

saw neo-socialist economic
policies such as the
nationalisation of mines,
banks, and insurance
companies. But her rule is
primarily marked by her
proclamation of Emergency
and the passage of the

inherited a copious body of constitutional,
substantive, and procedural laws made between the
early 1800s to 1947, and a trained bureaucracy to
administer them. In his first term (1947-1952), Nehru
met once-in-a-lifetime challenges of a newly-born
country: the rehabilitation of Partition survivors and

Act, 1974, all of which were grossly misused at the
time; to this day, the UAPA continues to be
weaponised. The most damning moment was the
proclamation of Emergency and the passage of the
42nd Constitutional Amendment, suspending civil
rights and elections.

Heading a minority government, his legislative
response was reasonably sober: the Places of
Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 1991 for
maintenance of the religious character of places of
worship; creation of the Securities and Exchanges
Board of India (1992), introduction of a service tax

tenure — contrary to the charge of a “policy
paralysis” — Manmohan Singh comprehensively
reformed corporation laws, enacted a rights-based
approach to food security and land acquisition;
strengthened criminal laws to protect women from
sexual crimes, and before leaving office, enacted the

42nd Constitutional
Amendment, suspending
civil rights and elections.

the administration of evacuee properties;
assimilating princely states and the grant of privy
purses; creating the statutory framework for the
defence forces, the Reserve Bank of India as well as
the Election Commission of India, and, finally, the

Mrs. Gandhi’s neo-socialist economic policies saw
the nationalisation of mines, banks, and insurance
companies (1969-1976), the abolition of privy purses
of erstwhile rulers (1971), ceiling urban land holdings
(1976) and restricting corporations from paying

regime (1994), and consolidating public sector
enterprises. His social welfare laws were also
laudable: the creation of a National Human Rights
Commission (1993); prohibition of manual
scavenging (1993); prohibition of pre-natal gender

Lokpal and Lokayukta Act.

On Modinomics
Like A. B. Vajpayee, Narendra Modi’s legislative
philosophy in the first term had an overwhelming

M Current Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's legislative
philosophy in the first term
had an overwhelming
financial orientation. In his
second term, there was a
seriously authoritarian bent
of mind. There was the
dilution of Article 370
withdrawing the special
constitutional status of
Jammu and Kashmir,
followed swiftly by the
Citizenship (Amendment)

initiation of land reforms.

After winning a handsome majority in
independent India’s first general election in 1952,
Nehru presented more institutional pieces of
legislation: inducting new States and reorganising
them on linguistic grounds (1956-1962); reforming
Hindu personal laws (1955, 1961); enacting an entire
body of revenue and company codes (1956-1962);
administration of food and public distribution
(1962); enacting labour protection laws (1948-1952);
creating institutes of public importance such as the
University Grants Commission, the Life Insurance

dividends (1974). Strictly speaking, most of these
pieces of economic legislation did not grossly offend
the Constitution, and the Supreme Court held them
as such.

The foremost legislative task before the Morarji
Desai government was to roll back the excesses
committed under the Emergency with the
enactment of the 44th Constitutional Amendment
and restore civil liberties and judicial independence.
It continued, in large measure, the predecessor’s
confiscatory economic policies, notably
nationalising more industries and also the first

selection (1994), and protecting the rights of
disabled persons (1995). Fulfilling Mahatma Gandhi’s
vision of local self-government, Narasimha Rao
amended the Constitution to give legislative basis to
Panchayati Raj and Urban Local Bodies.

Despite accolades, his greatest constitutional
failure was lethargy in bringing the chieftains of the
Babri Masjid’s demolition, and the ensuing riots, to
justice.

Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s interventions were mainly
economic in nature. Continuing with his
predecessor’s economic policies, he liberalised

financial orientation. Key among them was enacting
the Black Money Act and the Commercial Courts Act
(both in 2015); enacting a monetary policy
committee to manage consumer inflation,
demonetisation of currency notes and a new
bankruptcy regime (all in 2016); an electoral bonds
scheme; delivery of welfare schemes through
Aadhar; adding teeth to benami prohibition law;
enactment of a comprehensive Goods and Services
Tax regime (all in 2017), and, finally, a fugitive
economic offence act (2018). The exception to this
theme was the 103rd Constitutional Amendment —

Act.
I

Corporation of India, the Bhabha Atomic Research
Centre, the All India Institute of Medical Sciences
and the Indian Institutes of Technology (1956, 1961);
and, finally, extending English as the official
language (1963).

Nehru’s notable legislative failing was the
staggering number of times that the Constitution
was amended within his lifetime (16); creating the
exceptions to free speech and enacting the Armed
Forces (Special Powers) Act, 1958, the two pieces of
legislation that continue to be deeply contentious in
its usage until this day.

Lal Bahadur Shastri’s brief tenure, of 18 months,
confronted acute national food insecurity. In
response, he set in motion the institutional blocks of
the Green and White Revolutions, enacted the Food
Corporations Act and set up the National Dairy
Development Board.

Indira Gandhi’s long shadow

Indira Gandhi continued Shastri’s policies towards a
food-secure India and legislated the Seeds Act 1966,
the Insecticides Act 1968, and also created two

»

exercise of demonetisation of currency notes in
1978. Indira Gandhi returned for a second stint in
1980 and in what can be described as a volte face of
her economic philosophy, entered into the
Indo-Mauritian Tax Treaty which became the largest
source of foreign direct investment (FDI) to India for
decades to come (about $140 billion between
2000-2020 alone). Extension of the Armed Forces
(Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) to quell the rising
insurgency in Punjab was Mrs. Gandhi’s last major
parliamentary legislation; the conflict cost her her
life in 1984.

A super majority

Rajiv Gandhi’s term in Parliament saw five critically
contested issues. The legislative apathy toward the
1984 Sikh pogrom; the hastily drafted Bhopal Gas
Tragedy (Processing of Claims) Act 1985; the
undoing of the Supreme Court’s judgment in Shah
Bano giving maintenance rights to divorced Muslim
women; insertion of anti-defection laws as the 10th
Schedule to the Constitution (making elected
representatives essentially subservient to party

foreign exchange laws and created a new insurance
regulator (both in 1999); revamped the intellectual
property regime (1999, 2000); enacted a substantive
information technology regime (1999), enabled a
substantive anti-money law (2002) and created a
fiscal responsibility and budget management
protocol (2003). Two of his striking constitutional
amendments were the insertion of Article 21A,
guaranteeing free and compulsory education to
children between the ages of six to 14; and
implementing the recommendations of the Tenth
Finance Commission (of pooling and sharing all
taxes between the Union and States).

Like P.V. Narasimha Rao, A.B. Vajpayee’s apathy
towards riot victims (Godhra, 2002) remains his
most glaring constitutional blot.

A rights-based approach

Manmohan Singh’s legislations reflect a rights-based
approach to secure the egalitarian demands of
democracy. Notable were the right to information;
the right to employment (the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee Act);

reservation of 10% seats for Economically Weaker
Sections in direct Union employment and
education.

In Mr. Modi’s second term, there was a seriously
authoritarian bent of mind. There was the dilution
of Article 370 withdrawing the special constitutional
status of Jammu and Kashmir, followed swiftly by
the Citizenship (Amendment) Act with the aim of
excluding Muslims refugees from rights to fast-track
citizenship. There was a crescendo with the
agricultural “reforms” law, which was repealed after
much protest and loss of life.

Contrary to the rhetoric that a majority
government is more beneficial to secure our
constitutional guarantees, India’s legislative history
(except for the Nehruvian era) indicates that
coalition governments — on either side of the aisle —
show greater allegiance to that cause. Of course, this
is because coalitions make consultation mandatory.
And in a nation of such immense diversity like ours,
that’s a beautiful thing.

Kabeer Shrivastava is a Delhi-based advocate. He
can be reached at kabeer.shrivastava@gmail.com
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