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ST. JOSEPH’S COLLEGE (AUTONOMOUS), BANGALORE – 27
END-SEMESTER EXAMINATION: DECEMBER 2022
III SEMESTER - L1 GE 322:GENERAL ENGLISH
SPECIAL COURSE - FOOD: LEISURE, IDENTITY AND WRITING 
(BCOM/BBA)

This paper contains TWO printed pages with THREE sections.

Time- 2 hrs                                                                                     Maximum Marks- 60

INSTRUCTIONS:
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]You will lose marks for exceeding word limits and lifting from the question paper.
You are allowed to use a dictionary during the examination.
I. Read the following article by Joe Lowry, UN Migration Agency’s Senior Media and Communications Officer and Spokesperson in Vienna.
Culture is food and food is culture. Food is ingrained in our myths, rituals and daily lives. When we break bread together we share an important moment of togetherness, whether it’s a family grabbing a cup of tea and a slice of toast before school, or a state banquet for 100 VIPs.
Food shows respect, deference, welcome. When I prepare a meal for you I give you my time, my skill, and my tradition. I want to show you where I come from, I want to convince you that my people are sophisticated, that we care, that we welcome you. I use the knowledge passed down the generations, learned from leaning against my grandmother’s elbow or (more likely in 2017) from a YouTube video.

Even if I cannot speak your language, food serves as a common tongue. A plate heaped high is a welcome for a weary traveler, an emissary from another state, a new neighbour. Food is integration, assimilation, adaptation.

I have many memories about sharing food in different cultures as a part of my work. Three of them have made a huge impression on me. The first was in Somalia in the early 1990s. One of our team was a wonderful doctor, who invited me back to her home to meet her family. They immediately produced a rice-based dish and all took a handful from the common pot.

She lived in an over-crowded, war-wracked slum in Mogadishu, with no public hygiene. Big fat bluebottles buzzed around us. The kids scrabbling around the pot were covered in scabies and, as I had only just recovered from a virulent bout of “runny tummy” I declined, even though I was famished and the grub smelt so good.

The look of utter dismay on the faces of my friend’s family made me resolve to always, always accept food, no matter what its condition. (OK, I drew the line at monkey meat, but apart from that I’ve eaten everything and have the amoeba to prove it. Including what I thought was a beautiful green salad on the Thai-Myanmar border. I complemented it, only to learn it was “mashed baby frogs”).

In the Philippines after Typhoon Haiyan, I made the local TV station in the shattered city of Tacloban my base, as they let me use their internet and they filmed and edited IOM operations for us. At the end of every long day, a banquet of fish, rice, and a simple cucumber and tomato salad appeared as if by magic. At this stage Jeff Manibay, the station director, and his team were literally sleeping in the office as their houses had been destroyed (and had lost many loved ones). Yet they still fed me, a stranger.“It’s just who we are,” Jeff said.

And one evening, during Ramadan in rural Tajikistan, I waited for the sun to slide behind the Zarafshan mountains on our journey back to the regional capital before offering around a bar of chocolate.

A young man on our team smiled at me. “When you help me break my fast, it’s a brick in your house in heaven”.

I.A. Answer  the following questions in about 150 words each:                      (2x10=20)                          

What impression does the food described by Joe Lowry make on you? Were you able to resonate with the notions of food as a marker of respect, deference and welcome that he suggests?

2. The above passage has an overall positive spirit that seems to be celebrating cultural diversity through food. But the author also comments disapprovingly on monkey meat and eating from a common pot. Is there an irony here? Explain.

II. Answer the following question in about 150 words:                                     (1x10=10)

3. ’When we break bread together we share an important moment of togetherness…’ Eating is often perceived as a social activity. However, practices like Muk-bang(a person eats enormous servings of food in front of a webcam live-streaming, while conversing with the people watching) have become very popular in recent times. Would you participate in a Muk-bang? Do you think it alters the idea of eating as a social activity? Explain.


III. Answer ANY TWO the following questions in about 200 words each:       (2x15=30)                        

5. Food fests and potlucks are often organised as a part of broadening boundaries. How does this delve into people’s identities and encourage inter-cultural bonding? Draw a poster to invite your classmates to a potluck encouraging them to bring unique dishes from their cultures.

6. ‘Societal norms dictate food. What is considered sacred food for one society might be profane for another.’ Have you come across or do you practice beliefs that hold up this statement? Explain with examples.

7. Has food ever become a mode of socialising for you? Have you encountered dishes from cultures other than yours while hanging out with friends or during a trip? Write the story of your discovery.
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