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Tax movement flares up with separatist undertones

Assembly drives

sectoral growth

Utsav Pradhan
he tenth assembly of the
I Sikkim Legislative As-
sembly marked a pivotal
moment with the proposal to
establish seven new universities
in the state. Led by Kunga Nima
Lepcha, the Education Depart-
ment presented bills aimed at
enhancing education in Sikkim
which was convened on Febru-
ary 12 for its Seventh Session.

Professor Nima Lepcha
from Tadong College welcomed
the proposal, stating, “Creating
seven new universities in Sikkim
will significantly improve the
forthcoming education.” He be-
lieves these institutions will offer
better opportunities for students
and educators, elevating academ-
ic standards across the state.

Alongside educational re-
forms, discussions in the assem-
bly also addressed infrastructure
development. The Transport
Department introduced a bill
focused on this aspect, under-
scoring the government’s com-
mitment to enhancing public in-
frastructure.

Furthermore, amendments
of bills concerning pensions,
medical allowances, civil courts,
and town planning were delib-
erated, reflecting the assembly’s
broader agenda to address vari-
ous sectors’ needs and concerns.
Chief Minister Prem Singh Ta-
mang, who also oversees finance,
presented the First Supplementa-
ry Demands for grants for the
financial year 2023-24, outlining
the government’s financial prior-
ities and allocations.

The proposal for new uni-
versities highlights the govern-
ment’s commitment to expand-
ing educational infrastructure
to cater to the growing needs of
Sikkim’s population.

Aatreyi Bose

espite Karnataka, Ker-
ala and Tamil Nadu’s
joint protest under-

lining the unfair tax devo-
lution that visibly creates a
north-south divide, the center
remains firm on their budget
allocation shares. Karnata-
ka Chief Minister (CM) Sid-
daramaiah and Deputy CM
DK Shivakumar spearheaded
the Southern Tax Movement
to the central government’s
doorstep at Jantar Mantar.

On the basis of Interim
Budget 2024, Karnataka Con-
gress leaders marched to Delhi
to protest the alleged issue of
discrimination against south-
ern states on February 7. For-
mer Members of Legislative
Assembly and member of Par-
liament from Tamil Nadu also
took the stage amidst Congress’

Tax return from the centre
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Aatreyi Bose

“Bharat Mata ki Jai”” and “Delhi
Chalo” slogans. Later, Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana also
raised their voices in unison.

Providing a perspective
on the budget, the bar graph
shows the state-wise distri-
bution of net proceeds from
the center to the states. For
every rupee of tax collected
from the state government of
Karnataka, the Union Gov-

ernment sends back 15 paise.
Tamil Nadu gets back 29 paise,
Telangana 43 paise, Andhra
Pradesh 49 paise and Kerala
receives 57 paise. But on the
same scale of measure, north-
ern populated states like Bihar
receive Rs 7.06, Uttar Pradesh
gets Rs 2.73, Assam Rs 2.63
and Madhya Pradesh Rs 2.42.

The Union Government
has maintained a firm stance

defending the current budget
and reflecting a reluctance to
reconsider the use of 2011 cen-
sus data for funds and tax devo-
lution. Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman emphasized
that she lacks the discretion
to alter the recommendations
of the Finance Commission
(FC). Along with Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) leaders

have accused the state govern-
ments of harboring a “separat-
ist” mindset and spreading a
“false narrative.” Meanwhile,
the ministers of the state gov-
ernments countered with their
joint concern of the Union
government being “step-moth-
erly” towards the south.

The injustice meted out to
the southern states is not a new
issue and has historical prece-
dence. Unlike the previous nine
commissions that used 1971
census data, the 15th FC 0f2017
presented its report in 2021, uti-
lizing the 2011 census data for
allocating funds to different
states. They have perceived it
as a penalty and unequal treat-
ment for their accomplishment
in population control mea-
sures in the delimitation exer-
cise, which the states argued
should have been rewarded for.

Uttarakhand’s UCC bill sparks debate

Srishti R Jois

he Uniform Civil
Code (UCC) bill
was introduced by

the Uttarakhand adminis-
tration on Tuesday during
a special State Assembly
session. A government
appointed group led by re-
tired Supreme Court judge
Ranjana Prakash Desai
submitted a draft of the
UCC bill, and last week
the state cabinet approved
it.

According to Section
378 of the UCC bill, “It
shall be obligatory for
partners to have a live-
in relationship within the
State, whether they are
residents of Uttarakhand
or not, to submit a state-

I

Uttarakhand CM Pushkar Singh Dhami
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ment of live-in relation-
ship under sub-section (1)
of section 381 to the reg-
istrar within whose juris-
diction they are so living.”

The bill says that the
live-in partners in Uttara-

khand must have them-
selves registered with dis-
trict officials or will have
to face imprisonment of 6
years and will have to pay
a fine of up to Rs.25,000,
once it advances to a law.

The bill also says that
parental consent is re-
quired for those whose
age is below 21 and should
submit a statement to the
registrar stating whether
they are residents of Ut-
tarakhand or not.

Further, Section 388 of
the bill states, “If a wom-
an gets deserted by her
live-in partner, she shall
be entitled to claim main-
tenance from her live-in
partner for which she may
approach the competent
court having jurisdiction
over the place where they
last cohabited, and in such
a case the provisions con-
tained in chapter 5, part 1
of this code shall muta-
tis-mutandis apply.”

A tale of urban resilience

NavyaY

BENGALURU: The city
is not solely established by
the real estate industry, the
city corporation at the top,
etc. These ladies, who are
typically unnoticed, also
altered it. Their acts altered
the entire city. The city’s
policies have changed as a
result of these”, stated Re-
nana Jabhwala, the founder
of SEWA Bharat.

On February 13, the
Indian Institute of Human
Settlements (IIHS) hosted a
virtual launch for the book
‘The City Makers’, written
by Renana Jabhwala and
Brijal Bhrambhat and titled
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How Women Are Building
a Sustainable Future for
Urban India.

The book mostly focus-
es on the struggles faced
by women living in urban
shantytowns and how the
Mahila Housing SEWA

Trust (MHT) became a
source of inspiration for
women’s empowerment.

MHT provides women
with various positions,
including community
organisers, by effectively
establishing community
action organisations for
them.

Additionally, they
highlighted the leaders of
community action groups
who focus on energy effi-
ciency and climate change.
Both the narratives had
real life incidents of wom-
en protagonists, Meena
Bhen and Krishna Bhen,
involved.

META fest’s comedy critique

Kiranmai Basvaraj
CAMPUS: A popular come-
dian, filmmaker, and Insta-
gram influencer, Mr.Anurag
Minus Verma, screens his
movies at the META fest,
organised by the department
of English at St.Joseph’s
University, Bengaluru.
On day three of the
META fest, a panel dis-
cussion held at De Nobi-
li Hall was attended by
Verma, during which he
had screened his movies,
highlighting multiple is-
sues like casteism, political
bias, class and privilege.
Speaking to The Bea-
con Mr. Verma said, “His
films which are a slice of

life and humor call out sev-
eral social problems exist-
ing in the society and have
a wider reach because of
the humor”, while address-
ing the audience during
the discussion, he further
added that most of his vid-
eos are mostly unplanned
and are rather largely
candid thoughts of his.

Later he said that the
inspiration he had behind
his comedies and sketches
were drawn out from his
earlier days at Jawaharlal
Nehru University where
he had to come across
several people of extreme
right wing ideologies.

Brawl over
helmet

violation

Afiva Amreen
BENGALURU: An incident
unfolded on Dr. Marigow-
da Road in Bengaluru, when
the head constable stopped
a scooter rider, S Syed Sha-
fi, for not wearing a helmet.
During the encounter,
Shafi bit the fingers of a con-
stable after being halted for
riding without a helmet. The
altercation occurred as the
head constable Sidrameshwara
Kaujalagi attempted to capture
an image of Shafi’s vehicle.
Following the confron-
tation, Shafi was promptly
arrested. A video capturing
the incident circulated wide-
ly on social media, sparking
astonishment among viewers.
In the viral footage, Sha-
fi was seen being pulled over
by traffic police. As the offi-
cers confiscated his vehicle’s
key, Shafi engaged in a heat-
ed argument with them, cul-
minating in him biting one
of the constable’s fingers.
Speaking to The Beacon,
Rajesh, a police officer ( Name
changed) said, ““ Shafi abruptly
stopped his bike and confront-
ed the constable, insisting that
he could photograph his vehi-
cle’s number plate. Then, Sha-
fi seized the head constable’s
mobile phone and attempted to
flee, but Kaujalagi caught hold
of him. Shafi then assaulted
Kaujalagi by biting his fingers.
Responding to the incident, a
Hovsala vehicle arrived at the
scene and detained Shafi.”
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