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IN PERSPECTIVE

Theimperative
of a caste census

Genderjustice
should also be
addressed tocorrect
historical injustices
faced by women

PAUL NEWMAN AND
KARAMALA AREESH KUMAR

round 80% of India’s
population belongs to
er Backward Class-

es (OBC), Scheduled Caste
(SC) and Scheduled‘ Tribe
(ST) communities, who were
-excluded and discriminated
against by dominant castes
across the country. Most of
the resources and wealth are
accumulated and controlled
by the dominant castes due
to cultural supremacy, which
allows them to access political
power. In contrast, marginal-
ised communities were denied
opportunities, excluded from
temples, and denied access
to water, education and other
publicinstitutions.
Conducting a caste census
can serve as an alternative
model of development to re-
duce economic disparities and
provideequal opportunitiesfor
backward and marginalised
communities. Although the
census falls under the Union
list, states like Karnataka and
Bihar conducted caste-based
census despite political differ-
ences with the central govern-
ment. The caste-based census

| unemployment, illiteracy and
socio-economic conditions of
backward communities.

The Karnataka govern:
ment, under Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah, announced
a caste-based census in 2015
under the then state back-
ward commission chairman
Kantharaju. After conducting
a census across the state, the
commission submitted the
report in 2018. However, the
state government has neither
aoceptedthc report nor made

 Politically, socially and eco-
‘nomically, the Lingayats and
- Vokkaligas have historically
~ enjoyed the ‘advantages of
dominant castes. Now,

households to verify individu-
al caste certificates, school re-
cordsordocumented referenc-
es bearing caste details, The
total cost of this exercise was
estimated at Rs 160 crore* The
findings may be extrapolated
to determine the representa-
tion and numbers of different
communities,

In a state known for pro-
gressive backward class move-
ments, including AHINDA
— which includes minorities,
Dalits, Adivasis and OBCs,
and is spearheaded by Chief
Minister Siddaramiah — it be-
comes essential to publish the
caste census as it will provide

an opportunity to look at the

population of different castes
and set the anomalies right in
terms of providing educational
and job opportunities.

Itisnecessary toidentifythe
creamy layer and remove them
from continuing to enjoy the
benefits of reservation, there-
by providing opportunities to
those who have not benefited.
Theidea of a welfare state s to
distribute resources equitably
among its citizens. However,
theappropriationofresources
by the elites among the upper
castes and OBCs has hindered
the veryidea of equal accessto
state resources by all sections
of society.

The judiciary in India has

voicedits support for conduct--

ing caste-based censuses to
make the best use of reserva-
tion, butthe executive branch

‘has not been in favour of this

exercise. Without any reliable

- data, the 10% reservation for

economically weaker sections
wasimplemented.

The Global Multidimen-
sional Poverty Index of 2021
statesthatnearly 33% of India’s
Scheduled Cnste population
lives below the poverty line. In
2018-19, the Bihar government
diverted Rs 8,800 crore of des-

ignated scholarship amounts -

for SC/ST students to other
leges and government build-
ings. Such anomalies could
be corrected and tailor-made
welfare measures could be

implemented to benefit the -

marglmllsedasteslfmhm
nearlyaccuratedata,

Alongwnﬂlﬂleustecensus. )

gender justice should also be
addressed to correcthistorical
injustices faced by women in
underprivileged communities,
whohave continuedtostrug

in all spheres due to a lack of

uate representation.
" Itis the dream of every In-
dian to transform the country,

Two m t tools for mllalnn

are education and

o uchnnlon. which are not
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