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Karnataka has emerged among the top five states in the country with a high level of
ground water contamination, raising concerns about the safety of humans and animals, besides over
the food we consume. studies conducted by the Central Ground water Board and Ground water
Directorate indicate that concentration of harmful chemicals like nitrates, fluorides and arsenic is
beyond permissible limits in22 of the 30 districts in the state, including in Bengaluru Urban and Rural
districts. The continuous drought in North Karnataka and the drinking water shortage in urban centers
has led to over — exploitation of ground water. The failure to recharge ground water reserves over the
years has led to such an alarming situation that in a few taluks where the chemical concentration is
above the threshold, a complete ban has been imposed on drilling of borewells.



