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The lion said “O King! Your compassion towards beings is justified. But
you want to give up your body. A single cow can be saved by this act. If you live all
your subjects will be protected. Do not think that your preceptor has only one cow.
And if it is killed the preceptor will get angry. You can give crores of cows to
Vasistha.”

Dilipa heard the words of the lion and said, “If you cannot save the cow,
my life itself is in vain. You too are a (servant) dependent. You are looking after the
tree. If the tree is destroyed, how can you face Ishvara? Hence, | am offering my

body. Let go the cow that beings to my preceptor.”



