 (
Register Number:
DATE: 
   
7
 
-04-2018 (1 PM)
)[image: col LOGO outline]
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SEMESTER EXAMINATION- APRIL 2018
IV SEMESTER
[bookmark: _GoBack]CE – OE 4117: Public Speaking As Storytelling

Time: 2 ½ hours						 		         Marks: 35

I. Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:
Ancient literature was full of advice to would-be orators. Although they are little read now, even by the most devoted students of Latin and Greek, volumes of this stuff survives, dealing with everything from how to move your hands or when to make a joke, to the rhythms, cadences and structures of effective oratory. And Roman boys (the rich ones at least) spent most of their school days practising the art of speech-making. Some of these school exercises still survive: "Defend Romulus on the charge of having killed Remus", the kids were asked; or "Make a speech advising Agamemnon whether or not to sacrifice his daughter Iphigeneia". The Roman equivalent of the national curriculum was committed to training boys to speak persuasively, even on these flagrantly fictional topics.
The modern world has largely inherited the ancient view that oratory is a matter of technique. True, we do have a romantic notion that some people are "naturals" at public speaking – whether it is something in the air of the Welsh valleys that produces the gift of the gab, or the "natural" sense of timing that great orators share with great comedians. But modern speech-writers always stress the importance of technique, and they advocate many of the same old tricks that the ancients used ("group your examples into threes", they advise – that's the classical "tricolon", which was taken to extremes in Blair's famous "education, education, education" soundbite). And the pundits who have turned their attention to Obama's great speeches have emphasised his technical rhetorical sophistication, some of it handed down, directly or indirectly, from the Roman star orator, Cicero: the judicious repetitions ("yes we can"); the subtly placed "tricola"; the artful references to earlier oratory, in Obama's case especially to the speeches of Martin Luther King.
Next comes the question of how we are to judge the star oratory of past generations. Would we ourselves be swayed by Demosthenes and Cicero, or by Fox and Burke, if we could actually hear them in full flow? Or would they leave us cold, if not bored and slightly baffled? Here we find conflicting signals. On the one hand, the fact that Obama's speeches are built on principles of oratory established more than 2,000 years ago implies that the rhetorical tricks that worked then still work now. A good speech is a good speech, no matter when or where it is given. But take a look at any of those 19th-century newspaper verbatim reports of speeches where the audience reaction is recorded at key points ("applause", "laughter", "hearty laughter"). More than likely you will be completely puzzled. Why on earth did they applaud that? What was the joke there? And as for those stories of MPs a couple of centuries ago whose speeches kept the house enthralled for six hours non-stop through the night – did they have a higher boredom threshold than we do, was there less alternative entertainment on offer, or were these feats of endurance just another 19th-century urban myth?
Part of the problem is that for all the classic pieces of oratory before the early 20th century we have only a written version. Sometimes, thanks to the valiant stenographers of Hansard, there is a good chance that this reflects, more or less accurately, the words as spoken. But often it doesn't. Virginia Woolf entirely rewrote her Cambridge speech before it was published. 2000 years earlier Cicero also liked to "improve" on what he had said. In fact, some of his best-known "speeches", the models for future generations of orators, were never actually delivered at all, but were published as what he would have said on the occasion if he had got the chance. We really have no clue what listening to one of these masters of ancient oratory would have been like, and no idea how "great" they would have sounded.
Answer ANY TWO questions in around 70 words:   (2 x 10 = 20)
1. What distinction does the article make on writing and the delivery of a speech? Do you agree with it?
2. How important is humour in a good speech? Do you think speeches can be delivered effectively without humorous elements?
3. What argument is presented in the article on improvising speeches? Do you agree with this? 

II. Below is the draft of a speech for the passing out ceremony of students from a college. As a speech writer, examine the speech and condense it into 7 or 8 points. If you feel the content is incomplete, feel free to add more details to the points prepared by you.   (1 x 15 = 15)
Respected dignitaries on the dais (description), teachers, parents and my dear students. I consider it a rare honour to stand in front of you today for the farewell ceremony of the outgoing batch of MBA students. 
As a teacher and a mentor I have had the privilege of interacting with this batch extensively over the past two years, and feel proud to see where you have arrived in this journey of two years. We have as a team striven hard to offer you not just a degree but ignite in each student here a spark for personal growth and development. Students from this batch have garnered many achievements over the past two years and have worked hard for enhancing their academic performance. Let me take the opportunity to congratulate each and every student here for their brilliant performance in the exams. However your performance in the exams is just one aspect of the education you would have received here. When you walked in through the corridors of this institution, a degree in MBA was certain, yet our efforts have also been to ensure that you turn into a better human being who will serve the society and bring laurels to the institution. You may have had many ups and downs during your time here. There may have been moments of joy and frustrating moments of tensions and sadness too. Sometimes you might have failed in your goals and would have had to try again to achieve them. But let me assure you that if you have had such varied and different experiences over the last two years, then consider yourself prepared for life. As life is filled with experiences which are both negative and positive at the same time. I have no hesitation to confidently declare that each student here shall turn into ideal citizens and shall do all of us, teachers, parents proud with their actions and endeavours. 
Let me end this speech with a quote from the father of our nation – You must be the change you wish to see in this world. 
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