THE BEACON

PRACTICE NEWS BULLETIN OF THE PG STUDENTS OF JOURNALISM AND MASS COMMUNICATION

QVednesday,15 December, 2021 / St. Joseph’s College (Autonomous) / Vol: 15 Issue: 61 / www.sjcdeptcomm.Wordpress.co@

Has the time come for the AFSPA to be repealed?

The Armed Forces Special
Powers Act (AFSPA), 1958
is an act of Parliament of In-
dia that vests sweeping pow-
ers in the hands of the Indi-
an Armed Forces to keep the
situation under control in the
“disturbed areas”. Accord-
ing to the Disturbed Areas
(Special Courts) Act, 1976,
once an area is announced as
‘disturbed’, the region needs
to be under the AFSPA for at
least 3 months.

In November 2016, the Gov-
ernment of India had extend-
ed AFSPA in three regions
of Arunachal Pradesh-Ti-
rap, Changlang, and Long-
ding. The act has been ful-
ly repealed in Meghalaya,
Mizoram, parts of Manipur as
those regions have returned to
normalcy.

For Upper Assam, South
Arunachal & Nagaland, the
government wants to contin-
ue imposing AFSPA because
insurgency still exists. The
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act has additionally been ex-
tended by half a year in three
regions of Arunachal Pradesh.
There is more than one ver-
sion of the tragic incident that
happened in Nagaland last
week.

While the Home Minister
on the floor of Parliament
stated that the Assam Rifles
tried to stop the vehicle and
opened the fire only after the
orders were not heeded to,

the eye-witness account men-
tions that no such warning
to stop was flagged. Instead,
there was indiscriminate fir-
ing from the forces on the
coal mine workers returning
to their houses. This incident
has dented the peace nego-
tiations with the insurgent
groups which seemed to have
made some progress so far.

The entire northeast region
has turned volatile. We have

Creative Commons

had a greater number of in-
gressions through the borders
of Bangladesh, and Myan-
mar in the last few years than
through Pok.

Even today, the Rohingyas
come in large numbers and
cause disharmony and disrupt
peace. If the Army is not giv-
en the power to check, search
and take action, the entire
north-eastern region will be
up in flames and may go out

of hand. Repealing AFSPA
will be detrimental as it will
give a free run to these insur-
gents.

The police are clearly ill-
equipped to counter this
threat. AFSPA has been re-
moved from many districts in
the Northeast depending on
the status of the insurgency
there. Repealing the AFSPAin
the wake of the incident at
Mon will be a knee-jerk reac-
tion. Any decision on repeal-
ing it should be borne out of
a comprehensive evaluation
of the security situation of the
region.
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A just fight: Banner at the contentious site

earlier. However, this addi-
tional stretch of the land was
not part of the Detailed Proj-
ect Report, allege the activ-
ists.

On Sunday, people from the
Church Congregation Asso-
ciation and other supporters

Sutapa

held a protest followed by
a street play by the Theatre
Group of St. Joseph’s Col-
lege. “The area where the
grove stands has been des-
ignated for excavation to
make way for Air vents,” said
Janani from the ESG. “Her-

itage conservationists and
nature lovers have joined the
protest which has been going
on for three years.”

Ebenezer Prem Kumar, the
President of the All Saints
Church Congregation Wel-
fare Association said that the
church had already surren-
dered a large plot of land ad-
jacent to its property.

“This place is a living spiritu-
al and cultural heritage. It is
also referred to as the ‘garden
church of Bangalore’. The
pristine gardens help us find
solace amidst the chaos from
the busy traffic of the city,”

said Ronald Fernandez, one :
i ther discuss about the issue.

of the church’s members.

. BNU students

protest, allege
discrimination
in BCU
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BENGALURU: Students of
Bengaluru North University
protested against the lack of
basic facilities in the Uni-
versity, in Tamaka, Kolar on
Friday.

In addition, they also de-
manded that Bengaluru City
University should increase
the number of PG secats for
the students of BNU.

A very few BCU PG seats
are reserved for the students

they al-
state secre-

All the PG courses should be
i opened soon, permanent fac-
i ulty should be allotted. Out of
i 6000 students in BNU only

130 seats are allotted for PG
courses, this is causing trou-
ble to the students.”

Soma Shekar, vice-president
of SFI said, students should
not be discriminated against.
He stated that BCU should
allow students from other
universities to apply for the
courses. “Until we get jus-
tice, we are not stepping back
from the protest. We are hav-
ing a meeting with the Dean
of BCU in the presence of SFI
to further discuss the issue,”
he added.

A meeting will be held on 15
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against Indo-Tibetian Border

championship finals held

at Karnataka State Hockey
Association Stadium on
Saturday evening. Punjab
started off their quarter with
aggression scoring their
first goal within the first ten
minutes.

The crowd gazed at the
match animatedly and
showed no sign of weari-
ness even after the seventh

A moment of glory

whereas ITBP could only
score one through the four
quarters. Olympic Player
Ramandeep Singh was in-
jured below the eye, and had
to pull out from the finals.
Speaking to The Beacon,

he narrated his experiences
in the 2016 Olympics and
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Special arrangement

the 2020 Olympic camp for
hockey. When asked about
his future aspirations he said,
“Right now I want to see the
young talent of our nation
flourish. Nothing is final,

as yet for me, but I do want
to teach youngsters in my
future.”
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